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rHOCECDINGS  OF  A  COXFERENTE 

Ihficeen  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  Mr.    W.  C.   Van  Home  and  a  sub-Committee  of  the 
Joint  Committee  relative  to  the  Esplanade  matter. 


City   ir.\r,f., 

'I'OKDNTO,  February  l.'8th,  IH'.H). 

'I'lie  Jfnyor — In  calling  this  nif^'ting  to  order,  I  rlosiro  to  suggest  that 
Mr.  Eduiinl  Gurnpy  be  appointed  its  chiiirrnaii.  llv.  Giiiney  Im-:  been  one 
<\'  n.  cininiii  e  ajipointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  purpose  of  co- 
o])orating  with  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council,  the^Citizens'  Committee, 
and  the  Committco  from  tlie  Trades  andLfibpr  Council,  in  bringing  about 
some  permanent  and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  Esplanade  problem.  During 
the  last  nine  montlis— since  May  last— a  joint  effort  has  heeh  made  l)y  the 
Council  ot  the  P.oard  of  Trade,  the  Citizens'  Association,  and  ilie  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  to  bring  about'  such  a  sohition,  which  we  ail  hope  to  see 
speedily  accomph-hed.  The  City  Council  a])pointed  a  Special  Committee, 
ofwhicli  Alderman  Boiistead  is  Chan-man.  That  Committee  had  several 
m.-etings  witli  representatives  from  the  Boai<l  oP  Trade,  the  Citizens'  Associ- 
ation and  th'^  Trades  and  fabor  Council,  resulting  in  the  lormation  of  a 
•Joint  Committee.  'I'he  Joint  Committee  has  a])jiointed  a  sub-i  ommittee  to 
meet  gentlemen  representing  the  I 'anadian  I'acitic  Railway  and  the  Grand 
Trunk  h'aihvay  liere  to-day,  and  Mr.  Edwanl  Gurney,  of  the  Council  of  th- 
Board  of  Trade,  has  been  selected  as  Chairman  of  that  stih-f 'onunittee.  Under 
these  circumstances.  I  think  it  proper  that  I  should  move  that  Mr.  Gurney 
be  asked  to  take  the  chair,  and  as  he  is  better  ae(juainted  ^lian  I  am  with  the 
work  the  sub-Committee  has  accomplished,  I  would  ask  him  wlien  he  takes 
the  chair  to  make  a  brief  statement  embodying  the  views  of  the  sub- 
Committee. 

'I'he  motion  being  seconded  and  carried,  Mr.  Gurney  took  the  chair. 

Tt.e  Chairman — I  could  wish  that  some  better  man  were  here  in  my  place 
to-day,  hut  it  seems  to  have  come  by  anatural  pro.-es-*  of  gravitation,  a  heavy 
body  having  found  its  place,  that  I  should  l)e  her-  to-day.  The  Esplana<I'i 
problem  is  a  matter  tjat  is  prominent  in  the  t'. oughts  of  the  citizens  of 
Toi'onto;  it  has  been  a  problem  of  great  significance  for  many  years,  and  the 
ci  izens  art;  iul  y  awakw  to  the  necessity  of  clia-iiiug  things  from  their  pres- 
ent very  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  members  of  tiiO  del-gaiion  from 
the  Railway  Companies  here  to-day  will  hardly  ajipreciate  the  condition  of 
public  feeling  here  in  relation  to  this  matter,  as  tliey  do  not  travel  over  the 
Esplanade  so  much  as  some  of  their  officers  do,  and  are  not  as  familiar  with 
It  as  we  a-e.  1  think,  however,  that  Sir  Joseph  Hickson  and  Mr.  Van  lorne 
have  travelled  over  the  front  sufficiently  to  know  that  it  is  in  a  most  unsaiis- 
factory  condition,  and  that  something  must  he  done  to  change  and  bettor 


tliis  condition,   in  tlio  iiitci'csts  not  alono  ol'  tlio  Ciiyof  Toronto,  l.nt  tlif 
lidihvay  t'ompanics,  and,  inde(><l,  thi^  wliolo  of  Ontario,  if  not  tlio  Dominion. 
'J'he  prevailing  condition  of  things,  in  some  degree  at  least,  grows  ont  of  the 
extent  to  whieh   tlie   water  front  has  h.MMi  occiii)ied  by  tlio  Grand  Trindc 
Hailway  Company  ;  and  in  the  esUinaiion  of  everyone  in  the  City — I  l)i'iieve 
I  am  not  overstating  it — the  proposition  to  enlarge  that  ocoupanoy  l>y  tracks 
to  the  front  is  likely  to  make   this  condition  infmitelj'^  worse,  the  dillVrence 
being  as  between  six  tracks  and  twelve  on  the  level  to  be  crossed  I>y  citizens 
of  Toronto  in  reaching  the  Bay.      I  <lo  not  expect— it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  possilile — that  I  should  make  the  railway  statement  of  this  case  to- 
day.    My  ex[>ectation  is  simply  to  indicate  to  ihose  who  have  come  to  meet 
ns  to-day  and  confer  with  ns  on  this  problem  the  condition  of  puMic'   feeli-ig 
in  Toronto  in  relation  to  tliis   matter.      In  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  with 
railway  inciKHgers   and  boards  to  feel  when    a   corporation  or  any  bod}'   is 
necessarily  placed  in  a  position  of  opposition  to  them  to  feel  tha*;  there  must 
necessarily  be  mulerlying  this  opposition  a  f(;eliiig  of   unfriendliness.      Now 
1  clahn  to-day  to  i'ei)ies(Mit  th(»  <:ity  of  Toronto  wlieii  I  say  tiiat  the  lioard  of 
Trade,   the  City  Council,  liie  Citizens'  Association,  the  Trades  and  Labor 
Council,  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  and  j*11  wiio  are  represented  here  to-tlay , 
have  no  such  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  Hailvvay  Companies.    We  are  desirous, 
consistently  with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Toronto  and   the  Province 
that  the  interests  of  the  Railways   should  be    thoroughly   guarded  and  con 
served.     Now,  it  will  be  interesting  for   ns   today    to  look  into   the  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  present  condition  of  things  on  the   Esplanade.      The 
City   has   had   a   constantly   changing   Council  and  a  constantly  changing 
executive;  whereas,  t'le  railways  wiio  have  occupied  that  property  hive  had 
a  continuous  executive,  who.  like  all  thoroughly  coin[)etent  e;C(^cutives,  have 
put  their  hands  upon  everything  they  could  get  honestly,  and  to-day  the 
City  front  is  occupied  by  i-aihvay  companies,  or  practically  one  railway  com 
pany,  which  has  absorbed  into  iis  organization  all    the  lailway  comi^anies 
with  the  exception  of  one,  I  think  ;  so  we  have  to  d(\'il  in  a  largc!  degree  with 
the  Grand  Trunk  Hallway  Co:npany  of  Canada.    We  have  to  solve  a  (luestion 
in  which  that  Company,  next  to  the  ('ity,  constitutes  t\u)  chief  party.      In 
order  to  a  friendly  settlement  of  this  question   the  Grand  Trimk  luiihvay 
Company  must  be  a  )iarty  of  t!ie  first  part       We   can  do  nothing  without 
them,  and  there  are  but  two  courses  Ofien  to  the   City  of  Toronto — either  to 
maintain  the  present  condition  of  things   upon   the   front,   which   is  siinply 
impossible,  or  to  have  the  co  op'-ration  of  the  Grand  Trunk    Kailway  Com 
j)any  in  securing  a  passage  from  the  east  to  the  Avest  end  of  the  City.     Now^ 
tliere  are  two  ways  of  doing  this  :  one  is  by   such  an  arrangement  with  the 
Grwnd  Trunk  Railway  Company  as  will  make  it  possible  for  us,    having  ilue 
regard  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned,   to  have  a  passage  over  this  front: 
failing  in  that,  we  must  seek  legislation  on  l>elia!f  of  the   City  which  will 
settle  this  question  for  us  if  we  cannot  settle  it  for  ourselves.     Now,  we  have 
had  a  great  many  efforts  made  from   tiist  to  last  to  secure  a  sohuion  of  ihi 
question      In  the  first  pi  ice,  tiie  Council  isas  aiiiirouchcd  the  Ivailuay  Com- 
panies and  sought  a  settlement  of  individual,  isolated  questions  ;  but  to-day 


the  citizens  of  Toronto  h;iv«  reached  that  point  tliat  they  dosiro  to  have  a 
settletntMit  of  this  question,  not  only  for  hH  time,  but  covering  the  whole 
question  of  entrance  to  and  exit  from  the  City  hv  the  east  and  west,  which 
shall  not  oulv  keep  us  good  friends,  but,  shall  give  us  a  pHssage  over  that 
front  lor  railways  at  a  h  gh  rate  of  speed.  I  wish  you  railway  men  wouhl 
'make  a  note  of  that — at  a  liigh  rate  of  speed.  There  is  no  city  of  the  size  of 
Toronto  in  the  world,  I  believe,  where  trans  creep  through  the  city  as  they 
do  here.  In  the  <  ily  of  Chicago,  which  has  been  quoted  in  opposition  to 
this  view,  they  do  pass  through  the  city  at  a  very  rajjid  rate,  and  kill  two 
hundred  and  tifty  people  every  year.  I  think  that  is  the  number  the  Mayor 
of  Chicago  stated  the  other  day.  Now,  we  have  not  got  people  enough  in 
Toronto  to  atf'ord  that  sort  of  thing,  and  the  quality  of  the  people  is  too 
good;  we  can't  alford  it.  We  want  to  get  a  solution  of  this  i)rnbl(un,  to 
settle  it  not  only  for  all  time,  l)Ut  which  will  settle  it  so  that  the  railway  com- 
panies can  come  in  here:  but  we  want  it  settled  in  such  a  way  that  we  shall 
have  free  access  to  the  front  with  safety  to  the  poo|)le,  and  at  the  same 
time  allow  the  fast  passage  of  trains  over  the  (rout.  We  ai'e  very  gUid  today 
that,  unlike  Chicago,  Buffalo  and  other  cities,  we  have  but  two  corjiorations 
to  deal  with,  and  they  presided  over  by  men  <>i'  large  capacity,  who  do  not 
take  the  view  of  the  (juestion  for  to-day  alone;  and,  personally,  I  have  the 
"Treaiest  hope  that  owing  to  the  capacity  of  these  men  wo  shall  be  able  to 
reach  a  solution  of  the  qu  >stion  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  As  to  the 
attitude  of  the  City  to  the  luonetary  question,  of  course  we  all  know  that  is 
a  good  way  in  the  future  ;  but  one  thing  is  sure,  and  that  is,  that  the  question 
being  settled  definitely  for  ever,  and  the  question  being  settled  in  su^h  a 
wav  as  to  secure  the  objects  I  have  suggested,  the  City  is  prepared  to  pay 
its  share  of  the  hill ;  but  the  City,  whatever  solution  is  reached,  must  know 
in  atJvance  of  the  money  being  spent  what  its  share  is  to  be.  Another  thing 
we  desire  to  have  kept  prominently  in  view  is  the  fact  that  in  any  settlement 
that  is  made  provision  must  be  had  to  afford  for  all  time  facilities  for  other 
railway  companies  desirous  of  entering  the  City.  We  all  know  the  great 
absorbing  poueror  railway  companies  of  the  first  magnitude, and  preliminary 
to  this  absorption  taking  place  it  is  difHcult  sometimes  for  a  railway  companj' 
to  get  into  town  ;  and  if  a  great  independent  corporation  comes  here,  as  one 
threatens  to  do,  we  want  to  have  a  settlement  of  this  question  so  comi)re. 
h^^nsive  and  so  well  within  the  power  of  the  City  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
grant  admission  over  the  tracks,  whatever  tracks  there  may  be,  to  any 
corporation  coming  ht-re.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  said  all  that  I  have  to 
say  as  preliminary  to  our  conference.  There  have  been  suggestions  made 
as  to  the  best  method  of  carrying  on  this  conference.  My  own  judgment  is 
that  too  many  talkers  could  not  accomplish  anything,  and,  more  than  that, 
that  great  corporations,  so  far  as  I  have  had  anything  to  do  with  them,  prefer 
to  do  business  just  as  jirivate  individuals  do,  outside  the  crowd  ;  and  it  will 
be  the  piincipal  business  of  our  morning  session  to  arrive  at  some  method* 
by  which  we  shall  be  able  to  reach  a  frank  conversation  to  ascertain  just  the 
position  of  the  City  in  relation  to  the  whole  question  ;  and  secondly 
although  I  almost   think  I  ought  to  have  put  that  first,    the  position  of  the 
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Grand  Trunk  l?ailvvay  Company,  which  is  proliminary  to  everything;  iin<l 
tliirdly,  tiiat  of  tho  Canadiai  Piicilio  Railway.  Wo  would  liko  to  h<^ar  from 
Sir  JoH'^ph  Ilickrton  anything  he  may  desiro  to  aay  ns  ]iivliininary  to  this 
conference,  and  also  from  Mi'.  Van  iforno. 

Sir  Joseph  lliclcs)n.— I  entirely  .I'^reo  with  tho  oh  orvuriotiof  th(*  (diairman, 
that  a  (ionferenco  of  a  sni'dl  ni;inh«M*  of  persona  is  more  likely  to  he  s'ltis 
factory  than  a  discussion  in  an  npcn  meeting.  There  are  a  ^reat  many 
things  to  he  considered  in  counectinn  with  this  matter  which  mii/lit  he 
oxpirtineil  in  a  lew  w^rds,  Imt  which,  if  <n'ery(iiH(  ininle  a  .«pe,>cli,  won  d  take 
two  or  three  days  to  tlisonss.  I  may  say  tiiat  i  w.iiii  1  like  to  know  what  the 
City  intend  to  do  on  the  financial  question.  The  scheme  which  the  ('om- 
mittee  has  [>rcseiited,  if  I  un<ie:'.stan<l  riirhtly,  points  out  certain  thing's 
which  it  is  desired  fd;;ill  he  done,  hul  as  to  tho  part  the  Cily  will  take 
linancially  in  carryin.!,'  out  tiiat  sclieme  they  are  silent,  lliouuh  it  seems  to 
me  to  bo  a  most  important  feature  in  the  proposed  arrangements.  I  believe 
we  have  luvil  the  reputation — thonj.'h  undeservediy — of  desiring  to  ol)struct 
or  put  ourselves  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  tlie  citizens.  I  should  he 
Vdry  sor:}'  to  do  so.  We  cannot  bo  exjiectcd  to  mnUe  enormous  sacrit^ices, 
(irst  to  carry  out  the  wisiios  of  the  administration  of  tlio  'ity  of  today,  and 
next  really  lo  admit  a  competitor.  I  sjienk  of  that  competitor  in  the  pres- 
ence ol  ^Ir.  \'an  Home,  and  L  <li  sire  to  speak  always  of  tha'  coini>eli'or 
with  respect  and  con-^iileiation.  When  diiru'ultics  arose  so. ne  years  ago  in 
regard  to  the  eiitianee  of  the  Canadian  I'aiMJic  Raihvay,  througli  conferences 
and  meetings,  alter  a  great  deal  of  lalx.r,  certain  agreements  were  come  to, 
preliminary  agreements,  it  is  true,  subject  to  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
party;  but  I  think  I  can  appeal  to  the  Mayor  and  al.^o  to  Mr.  Van  Home  to 
say  that  on  thai  occasion  they  urre  not  met  with  olistruction.  Now,  I  must 
tell  you  very  frankly  that  t!ie  scheuu;  which  you  have  recommended,  and 
which  is  umJer  consideration  1  understand  to-day,  looks  to  me  very  much 
like  an  intimation  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  to  get  out  of  Toronto.  You 
take  our  ])roperiy  whol(;.-ale  ;  you  do  not  provide  any  other  for  us  :  you 
leave  us  to  do  that  ourselves  ;  and  then  you  ask  us  to  pay  lor  the  expense 
of  occupying  another  jjlace.  I  know  I  need  only  api)eal  o  your  sense  of 
justice  to  have  tliat  rectified  as  the  negotiations  go  on.  We  are  at  the 
jjresent  time  very  well  placed,  and  to  take  that  away  from  us  and  ask  us  to 
pay  for  ai:coinmoilai ion  elsewhere  is  a  rather  harsh  measure;  <me  wiiicth  I 
am  sure  will  nnt  commend  "itself  to  tlie  sense  of  justice  of  the  citizens 
of  Toronto.  I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  lengthened  remarks  on 
the  detail's  of  the  scheme,  whicii  I  think  would  be  better  discussed  in 
Committee  of  conference,  but  from  what  1  have  said  you  will  realize  the 
importance  wo  attach  to  the  financial  part  of  the  (pieation,  and  until  we 
know  what  the  City  is  [irepired  to  do  in  that  respect  it  is  not  jjossible  for 
me  to  intelligently  discuss  the  matter.  I  shall  be  very  ghui  to  go  over  the 
plans  with  tho  Engineer  and  point  out  many  things  which  1  think  are  not 
practicable,  and  that  will  cause  trouble  and  annoyance  to  the  citizens  them- 
selves, anil  certainly  inflict  upon  the  railway  company  a  very  heavy  extra 
expense ;  but  1  take  it  this  is  not  quite  the  time  to  go  into  that. 
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Mr.  Van  ni>nii> I  liuvf  iilrpady  stalcil  my  views  witli  rf»j»nr«l   t'   tliis  qiien- 

tion  as  clearly  ns  I  cniiiil  in  n  comuiiinioution  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 
which  von  havo  doiihtloss  all  road,  ami  I  do  not  think  that  at  jnst  tin* 
pioscnt  stajro  of  th'*  coMrcriMico  there  is  inm-h  h't'i  (or  ino  ti>  say.  I  am 
ijfsiious  lo  avail  niVHcIf  ol  ti  is  ihf  iirst  oppoitnnity  I  hav"  had  of  |inl)Iicly 
li('urii)j»  testimony  to  tin*  viM'y  considerate  niunncr  in  whidi  Sir  Joseph 
II iekson  treated  this  whole  (pies<tion  at  the  Montreal  eonl'erenee  sonie  two 
years  ago.  Nohoily  conld  lake  exception,  [  think,  to  the  hioal  manner  in 
which  he  viewed  the  wliojo  (|uestion,  and  I  am  sure  His  \Vo:sliin  tin'  Mayor, 
at  whose  instance  that  inei>tmg  was  hroiight  al)OUt,  will  aild  his  testimony  to 
mine.  I  >-:\y  this  hecnisc  Sir  Joseph  and  I  have  had  a  great  many  lirusluis, 
anil  are  likely  to  have  a  great  many  niort»  to  come.  As  to  the  experience  ol' 
<  hicago.  to  whic:h  the  Chairman  has  rel'ernMl,  it  is  true  there  may  lui  two 
hundred  aul  lilty  people  killed  every  year  in  that  city  by  railways  crossing 
the  streets,  Lut  they  are  in  an  entirely  ditterirut  position  t'roin  what  we  are 
liere.  1  should  think  tiiey  would  kill  twenty-live  times  us  many  at  least, 
because  they  cross  the  principal  streets  ot  that  city  at  grad>'s.  I  do  not 
I'einember  how  many  thousand  street  crossings  there  are  in  (Mucago,  but 
they  ar(>  nuiiibere(l  up  in  the  thousands,  ami  many  of  theiu  aie  at  g/.idi's 
vvhei'c  tiiere  is  very  heavy  rriiHlo  ;  miieh  heavier  iliau  that  pas-.in,r  Hiroig'i 
Toronto  ptissing  through  the  streets  continually.  i'he  metho  I  proposed  by 
the  Caiiadia,n  rueitic  Railway  Company  two  years  ago,  which  has  becMi 
referred  to  by  Si;-  J,)se|)h  Ifickson,  w  )uld,  wo  think,  obviate  tli^  wiioh* 
<liiKeiilty,  and  I  know  ot  no  reason  why  any  ])erson  other  thati  a  trespasser 
need  be  killed  on  a  railway  crossing  in  Toronto  or  in  (Janaila. 

The  Ciiairman I  would  like  to  mxy  one  thing  I   failed   to  alliiile  to  in  my 

remarks;     that    is,  it   .striices   the   citizens    of    Toronto  tbero    is   a   distinct 
issue  pre.sented  as  between  two  iiro2>ositioiis,  one  of  which  cout<Mnplates  the 
tracks  being  elevated  above   the  level,  and  tiie  other  passing  across  them 
by  overhead  bridges.     Now,  to  us,  in  view  of  the  danger  to  life,  we  do  not 
regard  the  ovei  head  bridge  plan  as  a  solution  at  all  without  walling  in  all  the 
running  tracks — the  fa<t  rimaiiig  tracks.     Tnat  is  a  solution,  bit,  .icjorthiig 
to  our  estimate,  a  very  much  more  costly  solution  than  the  elevated  tracks. 
I  have  to  sav  now  to  the  members  of  this  meeting  who  are  not  members  o  t 
this  Connnittee  that  we  shall  hold  another  session  after  conference  with  the 
railway  companies  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  report,  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  coufer.'nce  will  be   entirely  confined   to   persons  representing   the 
railway  companies,  who  will  be  indicated  by  Sir  Joseph   Hickson  and  Mr. 
Van  llorne  and  the  meml)ers  of  this  Committee,  and  I  shall  have  to  ask  the 
members  of  the  press  to  retire  until  we  call  for  tiiem. 

(The  newspaper  reporters  and  others  not  members  of  the  Committee  or 
acting  in  the  interest  of  the  railway  Companies  accordingly  retired  from  the 
Council  C'hamber.) 

The  Chairman— .[  may  saj^  to  the  memb(jrs  of  the  Committee  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  railway  companies,  that  in  order  to  facilitate  our  business 
the  Committee  has  df-terminetl  to  have  a  spokesman,  and  any  member  of 


klie  Ooinmitloe  dpHirin^r  to  mako  any  sujij?p»tion  will  liuiiil  it  to  mo  in  writing 
Huil  1  will  prcKcnt  it  to  mip  spokfssman,  iiml  ot'oonrso  tlie  rnilway  coinpiinipB 
will  1ki  rcidi'si'iitoil  \>y  tlicir  HDoko/tiiMMi,  ho  tliiit  wo  will  >j;ot  on  ns  if  thow 
woro  but  iliroo  individiiiil.H  luMf.  If  all  who  aro  p-.-osont  horo  wore  talking 
togotlior  it  might  ho  a  littio  ivnlusing  to  iho  ChairMian.  'I'he  diffiM'ent 
topics  HS  thoy  presont  thomH«lves  to  us  are  placed  ujion  tlio  paper  from 
whloli  I  Hpoko  to-diiy,  and  I  will  ro;id  tho  momoiaiKla  nmlor  diU'cniU  hoii  In, 
whioh  may  givo  direction  to  the  conversation.  (lioaHs  uu-moranila.)  Now 
that  introducj^s  tho  general  (jnestion  of  tho  viaduct  and  the  other  solution  of 
overheiid  hridgoH,  and  the  great  issue  that  is  presented  to  my  mind  lies  in 
tho  question  of  the  cost,  of  tho  viaduct,  and  tln^  general  ([uestion  as  to 
whether  it  can  be  madi'  eHiciient  to  all.  The  railway  men  are  in  a  better 
position  than  I  ain  to  suirgest  questions  as  to  ihe  via  luel  ;  tho  first  question, 
I  suppose,  is  wlietlier  the  viaduct  is  a  feasible  ihing. 

Mr.  ArmstrouL' Tho  meeting  being  secret  to  some  extent,  may  I  enquire  at 

whoso  instnnce  the  members  of  t!ie  press  were  excluded? 

The  Chairman At  mv  suggestion. 

Aid.  Boiistead Ill-fore  the  discussion  of  ihis  (|uestinn  is  begun  there  is  a 

matter  1  wisli  to  men. ion.  'I'Ikm'o  is  a  railway  called  tho  Toi'outo,  liamilton 
it  Jiull'.iio  Hallway,  from  whicOi  1  this  morning  received  a  letter  addressed  to 
me  as  Chairman  of  the  Esp  anade  Committee,  and  which  I  cannot  use 
except  before  that  <,'ommittee.  This  railway  company  wishes  to  bo  con- 
sidered in  the  considenttion  of  this  viuduct  ache. ne,  with  a  view  of  their 
getting  in  on  this  line. 

Mr.  Thomp.son I  tlrink  the  umlerstanding  with  our  Committee  was  that  the 

proper  waj'  to  apju'oach  this  subject  .was  by  recognizing  that  Ihe  issue 
immediately  before  tho  citizens  was  whether  the  present  proposals  of  the 
Canadian  racitic  Railway  Com]>any  were  such  as  ought  to  bo  carried  out  ^ 
that  is  the  issue*  that  is  really  before  us  for  determination,  '''hat  proposal 
was  embo<lied  in  the  Montreal  agreement,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  and  is  the  scheme  which  Mr.  Van  Home  is  still  desirous  of  having 
carried  out,  and  if  the  scheme  is  feasible  and  satisfactory,  and  is  the  best 
solution,  of  course  the  citizens  ought  to  assist  the  railway  L.->mpanies  in 
having  it  carried  out.  The  Committee  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  not  a  satisfactory  solution,  and  could  not  be,  it  seems  to  me  that  irk 
fairness  we  ought  to  state  our  objection  to  that  arrangement,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  them. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — You  mean  the  overhead  bridge  arrangement? 
Mr.  Thon)pson — Yes,  Sir  Joseph. 

The  Chairman  — I  think  you  are  quite  right  in  the  position  you  t.ike,  and 
I  think  yeu  had  better  state  the  objections. 

Mr.  Thomson — Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  do  that.  I  am  very  glad  to  find 
ihr.t  we  are  a  little  closer  together  than  we  were  a  short  time  agoj  if  we 
are  to  be  able  to  accomplish  anything  it  will  be  by  getting  right  dowm 
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to  1)11  ini crt  and  iiiaUinj;  tlii>  a  convt'iHfitioniil  odiilVtviioc  nithtT  tliiiti  an 
0|>iinrtu.iity  lor  Hptccli  niaUin^j.  I  would  liko  to  say  that  I  tliiiik  Sir  .lost-pli 
FlickHdii  lias  ini.saj)i)r«'licMided  in  one  or  two  purticularH  tiu'  idi-ns  of  tho  cjili- 
zi'iis.  iN'otliiiij.r  foMlfl  l)t'  fill  tlit'r  IVom  tlii'  iriti'iitioii  of  lliosc  who  Iiikvc  ^ivcii 
Nonio  littlo  att<'iitioii  to  lliis  niuttiT  (iiaii  any  iflca  ol'  Irt-atiiij:  liio  Oraiid 
'IMink  ihiihvay  unfairly;  than  thw  idi'a  of  re)L'ai<liii^  their  iiitiToxts  as  lt>^'s 
vested  tliHn  any  other  intereats,  or  nw  inlerostrt  that  ought  to  he  confiscated 
or  allcrcd  in  (iliaraeti'r,  exeepf  on  terms  fair  to  th(*  I'ailway  e<ini|iaMV.  I  tlo 
not  know  iio.v  ihat  ini|rrssion  lias  arisi-n.  nnle-s  ii  ho  iiicreiy  luiouiD-e  of 
what  Sir  .Foseph  pointed  out,  that  \\>-  had  not  taken  up  the  linaneial  (pU'S- 
tlon.  Wc  felt — ancl  I  think  sir.losepii  will  a;:ree  with  that  —  that  in  enter- 
inf:  upon  tho  di.seiission  of  this  matter  the  first  tliin;:  after  all  to  determine 
is,  what  is  a  proper  sohiliou  of  llie  (juestion,  and  wh  it  that  solution  will  cost. 
It  is  utterly  iinpo«sihle  for  Jinyoue  t>  say  what  tlie  Uity  will  eoutril)Ute  tircin 
eially  until  the  City  knows  whiit  it  is  to  he  asked  to  eourrihut<-  to.  VViiat 
ihey  will  do  is  dei^endent  largely  on  thi-  (iiti/.ens'  idea  of  the  value  to  tlieui 
of  the  scheme  adopt<  d.aiid  necessarily  the  scheme  ii  the  first  consideration  : 
it  is  not  that  tho  ('itv  i**  ^'oin,iJ  to  give  half  a  niillion,  a  M»illioii,  or  a  miliion 
and  a  half  of  doihus  towards  puttij'ir  the  Ksphuiade  iji  shape;  it  is  <|uite 
jilaiu  no  ciiy  coidd  he  ajiiu-aled  toon  any  sucii  liioiuids;  they  must  know 
<'xaotly  what  it  is  th-yare  asked  to  eontrihute  Jowards.  Now,  I  conceive 
ihnt "tho  City  will  iirver  coutritiiite  anything  voluntarily  to  the  solution  of 
this  (|uestion  tu)hss  certain  prim(>  considerations  are  k'i)t  in  view.  ( tne  of 
the.-e,  1  think,  is  tliat  to  whi(  h  the  (,'l.alrnuin  rel'-rred,  an<l  perhaps  he  also 
roferreil  to  the  other:  that  is  to  pay,  if  the  t  ity  is  lo  eontrihute  anything  to 
the  solution  of  this  question,  that  solution,  when  complete,  must  be  such  as 
to  eriahle  the  City  to  jiive  entrance  to  othor  railway  companies.  It  is  no*^ 
reasonahie,  1  Ihiidc,  that  the  City  should  he  e,xp<'cted  to  put  its  hand  into 
its  pocket  to  contribute  a  larjie  amount  of  money  to  any  plan  which,  instead 
of  jjlacing  that  power  in  the  hands  of  the  City,  is  ono  which  wdl  rivet  the 
hold  of  the  railway  companies  now  Inn-e  on  the  situation,  and  make  it  inipos- 
siliie  for  other  companies  to  ^et  in  in  the  future.  In  tlie  next  place,  1  do 
not  tluTik  the  City  will  contribute,  or  ought  to  contribute,  towards  the 
expense  of  putting  this  right,  uidess  the  ciiizen.s  can  be  satisHed  that  iha 
arrangement  is  one  that  settles  and  provides  in  a  pentianent  and  satisfac. 
tory  way  for  tho  pidjlii;  .safety,  and  lor  tho  reasonable  rights  of  the  citizens. 
<)f  course  the  trouble  between  nnmicipaliiies  am)  railway  companies  about 
level  crossings  is  not  confined  to  Toronto.  In  nearly  every  city  on  the  con- 
tinent of  any  magtiitude  this  is  a  burning  (piestion  to-day  in  one  form  or 
other.  It  is  easy  enough  to  see  how  the  juescnt  state  of  things  came  about : 
the  conditions  wiien  railways  were  built  on  this  continent  were  entirely 
difFerent  from  the  conditions  existing  in  England  when  they  were  first  built 
there,  and  they  are  very  (Hit'erent  still.  There  were  other  interests  of 
great  importance  before  there  were  any  railways,  and  those  interest,  were 
guarded  and  considered  when  the  railway  companies  were  allowed  to  bu  I  I 
their  lines,  and  that  <!xplains  in  a  great  degree  tin;  marked  differtMice 
there   is  between  the   law  and  tho  public  policy  there,  and   here.      Here 


""Tf^y  ""(i"T-' 


10 


of  course  the  riMlways  were  larjiely  colonization  concerns  the  distances  great, 
and  the  cost  t;'' construction  coriespondingl>  grt-at ;  and  the  otiier  interests 
railway  companies  came  in   contact  with  were  comparatively  unimportant, 
and. lience  W'.^  have  the  condition  of  thing'<  we  Hre  speaking  ahout.     But  it 
wax  certain  to  come  about,  and  is  c.onung  about  all  over  this  continent,  that 
m  dense  centres  of  population  ii  must  be  recognized  that  a  level  crossing  is 
not  satisfactory     that  has  been  recognized  in  Toronto,  and  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  solve  it;  that  is  the  consid«M'ation  1  tliink  we  are  to  start  out 
vvitli_I  thi.ik  we  m\ist  get  rid  of  these  level  crossings.     In  a  city  like  To- 
ronto the  conditions  are  more  liko  the  English  conditions;  ills  not  con- 
sistent wiih  the  regard  for  the  pulilic  safety  which  ought  lO  characterize  a 
civilized  country   that  iliese  open   h-vel  crossings  sl.ould  exist.     Now,  the 
Montreal  agreeu-.ent  was  an  attempt  to  solve  this.     I  t'link,,  and  I   .,olieve 
every  member  of  the  Committeo  thinks,  that  it  is  a  solution  which  will  never 
be  accepted  now  after  the  discu:.!sion  that  has  taken   i)la  e  and   the   light 
thrown  upon  it,  r.nless  we  can  get  li^iht  from  another  dir  Jctiou,  and  l  think 
it  fair  iht>.t  I   should  indicate  the  objections  to  it.     One  I  have  indicated  in 
advance:  that  is,  that  it  does  not  provide  for  access  for  o  her  railways;  in 
■■  fact  it  would  effectually  give  away  the  last  vestige  of  {'ower  jtossessed  t.y  the 
City  in    that  matter.     I  need   not  discuss   that,  but  from  the  City  point  of 
view  I  tliink   that  consideration  is  vital.     In   the  next  place  I   think  that 
.soluHon  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  City  now,  but  would  be  resisted  to 
the  last,  if  for  no  other  reason,  neca.ise  it  is  v   i  conceived  that  under  any 
circumstances  the  Canadian  I^acilic  Uailway  Company,  or  .iiiy  other  railway 
comi)anv,  ought  to  bn  allowed  to  get  possession  of  the  part  of  the  waterfront 
they  are  tieeking  to  gain  ;;ossessiou  of  ;  it  is  the  central  portion  of  Toromo's 
water  front.     It  is  the  only  s|)ot  whero  connections  with  lake  steamers  and 
Isli'.ud  ferries  can  be  made.     East  of  that  is  practically  in   the  hands  of  .he 

Grand  Trunk  ah-eaily I  niean  west  of  that  rathei,  and  east  of  it  is  used  for 

freight  ha;i<lling,  such  as  (here  is.  between  lake  and  rail  and  the  part  sought 
Co  be  expropriated  by  the  Canailian  Pacific  Railway  (Jomj.any  is  the  key  to 
our  water  front;  it  is  the  central  part,  it  is  th3  natural  place  for  our  lerry 
service  and  our  whole  steap.sliip  ]iassenger  service.     Access  to  the  vvxter  is 
very  imi>ortaiit  to  an/  place  situated  on  the  water's  edge,  and  perhaps  more 
impcitant  to  Toronto  than  most  cities      We  have  no  very  great  park  accour 
moi'ation,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  city  on  this  continent  where  in  the  sum 
mer  tim**  the  citizens  take  so  much  to  the  water  as  Ii.  Toronto;  there  is  an 
enormous  passenger  trattic.     That  is,  as  it  were,  one  of  ihe  natural  fran.^hises 
of  the  City,  and  I  think  I  may  say  to  you  that  there  is  a  Acry  strong  feeling 
that  that  ought  to  lie  controlled  by  the  City,  an  1  that  is  a  distinc  issue  be- 
tween the  City  and  the  Canadian   Pacific    Railway  Company.     I  thirds  that 
properly  enough— perhaps  not  as  promptly  as  they  ought  lo  have  done  it — 
the  peojile  of  this  City  have  awakened  up  to  the  coiu^eption  that  in  would  be 
in  the  highest  sense  derogatory  to  its  interests  as  a  city  to  lose  its  control 
of  that  part  of  the  water  front.     In  the  next  place  we  do  not  think  that  t!ie 
overhead  bridges  would  afford  a  safe  or  easy  access,  or  pio[)er  accommoda- 
tion for  access  to  the  water  front.     I  take  it   that   the  railway  companies 
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tlieniselves  would  think  this  or  any  other  plan  no  solr.tion  unless  it  relieved 
them  from  the  ii'^ressity  of  keepinf;  t'i'.tcs  and  watchmen  on  the  level  cross- 
ings; I  take  it  that  the  railway  companies  wouM  not  he  prepared  to  spend 
a  large  sum  of  money  in  building  overhead  bridges  unless  as  a  result  of  that 
they  were  relieved  .)f  the  obhgation  of  keeping  gates  and  watchmen  at  the 
level  crossings',  and  would  ])ractioally  be  saved  from  lial.'ility  for  damages 
arising  out  of  avicidtMits  at  these  crossings,  unless  they  were  able  to  put  the 
public  in  tlie  position  that  anyone  going  there  would  be  a  trespasser  and 
Hiid  going  there  at  his  own  p.M-il.  f  take  it  also  iliat  the  railway  companies 
are  not  satislied  with  anv  solution  of  tiie  matter  which  does  not  allow  them 
to  go  rapidly  through  the  City,  not  to  bo  subject  to  slow  rates,  and  to  be 
relieved  from  their  j)reseut  lial>ility  to  keep  gates  and  watchmen,  an.!  the 
necessity  o*"  supplying  gates  am'  watchmen  I'oi-  other  crossings  in  the  future, 
and  from  Hability  for  damages;  I  take  it  thiit  is  the  position  of  the  railway 
companies.  That  is  clear  from  the  letter  wliicii  Mr.  Van  Tlorno  wrote  to 
one  of  our  citizens  two  years  ugo  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  ^ays  that 
when  their  plans  are  cairied  out  there  will  be  iio  level  cossing  between 
rarliament  Street  and  Parkdale. 

Mr.  Van  Home "When  was  thvt  ? 

Mr.  'riiomson.-  -Tliat  v.ms  in  Jfarch,  IS8^,  when  Mr.  Davies  wrote  you.  You 
wrote,  "  If  our  plans  are  carried  out  there  will  be  no  street  crossings  at  grade 
between  Parliament  Street  and  Pa;  kdale."  Kow,  that  is  the  first  ihing  to  be 
kept  in  mind;  this  thing  will  not  bo  satisfactory  to  the  railway  companies 
unless  they  are  able  to  go  througii  at  a  rea.sonable  speed,  and  are  rid  of  the 
obligation  to  maintain  gates  and  watchman,  and  the  liability  for  damage  if 
accidents  c'o  occur,  thai  those  who  do  go  on  the  tracks  on  the  level  then  shall 
be  tres^*assers.  Now,  in  view  of  that,  it  follows  that  before  this  qiir.siion 
can  be  settled  as  a  whole,  we  must  have  overhead  bridges,  not  merely  on 
the  streets  named,  but  along  the;  wlu.!e  City  h-oni.  (Jne  sotirce  of  practical 
difficulty  is  that  this  i)roposal  means  walling  the  tracks  in  ;  the  City  would 
be  <ai  cesi.ories  to  murder  if  they  allowed  the  tracks  to  remain  open  with  level 
crossings  and  people  going  across  at  their  own  peril,  having  no  redress  it 
they  wore  injured.  If  you  wall  the  tracks  in  ;  yon  must  have  overhead 
bri<lgesi'ig!ii  away,  and  you  must  have  acci'ss  for  people  to  tluMr  pro])eity. 
Now,  tlu're  is  u  serious  diliiculty  right  there.  'I'he  Windmill  Line  agi-i^ment 
allows  owners  fifteen  years  within  which  to  cons' met  Lake  Street,  on  whicii 
the  other  end  of  the  overhead  bridges  must  re.st.  '1  he  (Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  if  it  got  the  freight  yards  souglu,  couM  fill  that  in  at 
once,  but  what  about  the  east?  'fhat  would  lie  a  st  rious  practical  difliculty. 
Even  supposing  that  could  be  obviated,  what  have  we  got?  Mr.  Van 
Home  in  his  letter  says  these  bridges  are  nearly  level  crossings.  We'',  the 
fact  is  that  York  Street  is  the  most  favorable  to  them.  At  the  crossing  of 
Front  and  York  Str(H:'t  t^te  level  is  thirteen  feet  si.K  inches  above  the  level 
of  tlie  rail.  Their  own  plans  show  tliat  the  least  space  they  can  hav(.  with 
these  overhead  bridges  is  twenty-four  feet 

Mr.  Van  Home Twenty-two  feet.  Sir. 
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Mr.  Thomson It  is  a  matter  of  inchep,  anything  between  twenty-two  and 

twontv-four  fnet,  that  is  what  your  plans  show,  twonty-four  feet,  and  you 
must  have  twenty-one  feet  clear. 

Mr.  Van  Home*— It  i»  doubtful  whether  under  the  law  it  would  require  to 
be  more  than  twenty  feet,  but  we  made  it  twenty-one  feet,  and  I  possibly 
put  in  top  floors.     I  unclertake  twenty-two  feet  above  the  way 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson And  I  think,  Mr.  Thomson,  the  agreement  at  Montreal 

was  a  draft  agreement  and  staled  the  streets  proposed  to  be  closed,  but  the 
others  were  left  an  open  question. 

Mr.  Thomson The  Montreal  agreement  1  have  it  here,  is  that  as  soon  as  the 

overhead  bridges  were  built — the  three  named  — then  ail  the  other  crossiags 
between  these  points  had  to  be  closed,  and  then  the  moment  the  other 
contemplated  briflges  were  built  all  the  crossings  between  Parliament  and 
Yonge  were  to  be  closed. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. —That  was  left  an  open  question,  when  they  were  to  be. 
I  am  only  addressing  myself  to  ihe  question  about  access  to  th«»  front ;  dur- 
ing the  tirr.e  between  now  and  the  time  when  Lake  Street  would  be  con- 
structed the  agreement  would  not  interfere  with  that. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Yes,  you  are  right 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson The  agreement  stated  the  district  for  which  the  over- 
head bridges  were  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  give  access  to  the  front;;  in 
the  other  district  the  question  was  lelt  for  further  consideration,  so  thp^t  the 
crossings  v/ere  not  to  be  closed  there  until  proper  means  of  access  to  the 
front  was  jjrovitled,  and  that  would  be  a  matter  of  agreemiint  with  the  City. 
I  was  afraid  you  were  under  a  wrong  imi^ression  about  that. 

Mr.  Thomson I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference  between  us  about  that 

Montreal  agreement ;  it  provided  that  as  soon  as  these  three  bridges  were 
built  that  the  intervenmg  crossings  should  be  closed,  being  Bay  Street  and 
Lome  Street. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — It  covered  a  section  of  the  Esplanade 

Mr.  Thomson.  -Embraced  within  these  bridges,  and  they  were  Bay  Street 
and  Lome  Street  in  that  case,  and  Simcoe 

Mr.  Wragge .And  Simcoe? 

Mr.  Thomson — As  soon  as  these  three  bridg.-s  were  up  the  intervening 
crossings  were  to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Wragge — The  agreement  also  provided  that  Peter  and  John  Streets 
were  to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Thomson — Then  tha  fact  is  that  one  west  of  the  bridge  was  to  be  closed 
as  well  as  all  the  intervening  ones.  ,  ^-_  ^  , 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Where  does  your  property  en  I,  Mr.  Van  Home. 

Mr.  Van  Home York  and  Yonge. 
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Sir  Joseph  Hiekson.  -Thpii  access  to  the  other  properties  owned  by  imle- 
pen(!i  lit  owners  was  gaineJ  \>y  level  crossings  until  such  time  as  otherwise 
ananged. 

Mr.  Van  Horno Yes  ;  the  idea  was  to  agree  to  the  pi'inciple  thai  further 

east  when  tlie  business  and  irircuinstances  justified  it,  the  railway  companies 
and  the  City  together  should  provide 

Sir.loseph  Hiekson Shoul'd  construct  sufHcient  bridges  to  acootniuodate 

the  traOic,  closing  the  other  avenues. 

V.  r.    Van    Korne Yes,  but   looked  eventuilly  to  getting  rid  of  all  level 

crossings. 

iiir  Joseph  Hiekson —It  would  of  course  bo  very  serious  if  there  were  no 
access  to  these  properties  east  of  you. 

Mr.  Thomson — I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  there  was  in  fact  a  mis- 
under.-tandiiig  between  th(^  miiway  com[)Rnies  find  liie  City  as  to  the  eff.'ct 
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Referring  to  Mr.  Thomson's  statement  on  page  13,  that  portion  of  the  second 
clause  from  the  bottom  of  the  page  in  Inverted  commas  should  read  as 
follows:  "When  the  Yonge  Street  and  York  Street  bridges  are  open  for 
trafBc,  the  level  street  crossings  on  York,  Bay  and  Lome  Streets,  south  of 
Esplanade  Street,  shall  be  closed  to  the  public,  and  as  other  overhead 
bridges  east  of  Yonge  Street  are  successively  built  and  opened  for  traffic, 
the  present  level  crossings  south  of  the  Esplanade  upon  streets  running 
parallel  to  Yonge  Street  and  lying  beiween  Yonge  Street  and  such  new 
bridges,  shell  also  be  closed  to  the  public." 


Mr.  Thomson — "'A  hen  Yonge  Street  and  York  Street  are  opened,  York, 
Bay  and  I.orne  Streets,  south  of  the  Esphinade,  shall  b^^  closed  to  the 
public,  and  as  other  overhead  bridges  east  of  Yonge  Street  are  snccesivelv 
built  and  opened  for  traffic,  the  present  level  crossings  across  the  Es[)lanado 
of  the  streets  running  parallel  to  Yonge  Street,  lying  betWfH^n  Yonge  Street 
and  such  new  bridges,  shull  also  be  closed  to  the  ptiblic."  f  think  ray  state- 
ment was  correct,  that  the  provision  of  the  agreement  was  that  as  bridges 
were  built,  the  intervening  crossings  were  to  be  closed. 

Sir  Joseph  Hiekson — I  only  want  to  make  this  point.  You  were  speaking 
of  the  construction  of  Lake  Street  and  access  to  it.  Of  course  if  there  were 
no  Lake  Street  it  would  bo  difficult  to  bring  down  'Jio  rampi  of  these  bridges  ; 
but  the  intention  v.  „s  that  the  City  and  the  railway  companies  should  agree 
when  these  bridges  were  nccessiry,  and  the  circumstances  would  be  taken 
into  account;  so  that  in  the  meantime  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  access 
to  the  property  east  and  west  of  the  Canadian  Paoifie  Railway  being  had. 
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Mr.  Thomson.-It  is  a  matter  of  inches,  anything  between  twenty-two  ancJ 
tvrontv-four  feet,  that  is  what  your  plans  show,  twenty-four  feet,  anu  you 
musi  have  twenty  one  I'eet  clear. 

Mr  Van  Horne,_It  i»  doubtful  whether  under  tlie  law  it  would  require  to 
be  more  than  twenty  fe.t,  but  we  made  it  twentyone  feet,  and  I  possibly 

put  in  top  floors.     1  undertake  twenty-two  feet  above  the  way 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.-And  I  think.  Mr.  Thomson,  the  agreement  at  Montreal 
was  a  draft  agreement  and  stated  tlie  streets  proposed  to  be  closed,  but  the 

others  were  left  an  open  question. 

Mr.  Thomson—The  Montreal  agreement  I  have  it  here,  is  that  as  soon  as  the 

overhead  bridges  were  built-the  three  named-then  all  the  other  crossings 

between  these  points  had  to  be  closed,  and   then   the  moment  the  other 

contemplated  briciges  were  built  all  the  crossings  between  Parliament  and 

Yonge  were  to  be  clost^d. 

Sir  Joseph  !Iickson.-That  was  It-ft  an  open  question,  when  they  were  to  be. 
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Sir  Joseph  Hickson.— It  covered  a  section  of  the  Esplanade 

Mr.  Thomson.  -Embraced  within  these  bridges,  and  they  were  Bay  Street 

and  Lome  Street  in  that  case,  and  Siincoe 

Mr.  Wragge And  Simooe? 

Mr.  Thomson._As  soon  as  tliese  three  bridg.-s    weie  up  the  intervening 

crossings  were  to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Wragge— The  agreement  also  provided  that  Peter  and  John  Streets 

were  to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Thomson— Then  the  fact  is  that  one  west  ot  the  bridge  was  to  be  closed 

as  well  as  all  the  intervening  ones.  ^ 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson— Where  does  vour  property  en  1,  Mr.  Van  Home. 

Mr.  Van  Home York  and  Yonge. 
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Sir  Josoph  Iliokson. -Then  acopss  to  the  other  propeitios  owned  l>y  imlo- 
pondi  ut  owners  was  g;iineJ  liy  level  crossings  until  such  time  as  otherwise 
ariangerl. 

Mr.  Van  Home Yes  ;  the  idea  ivas  to  agre.^  to  tlio  principle  thai  further 

east  when  the  husiness  and  circumstances  justified  it,  the  railway  corapunies 
and  the  City  together  should  provide 

Sirlosefih  Hickson ShoulVl  construct  sufficient  bridges  to  accotninodate 

the  traffic,  closing  the  other  avenues. 

^'^.    Van    Korne. — Yes,  but   looked  eventually   to  getting  rid  of  all  level 

crossings. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.  —  It  would  of  nourse  bo  veryseiious  if  there  were  no 
access  to  these  propei'ties  east  of  you. 

Mr.  Thomson I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  there  was  in   fact  a  mis> 

■under.>-tandiiig  between  thi'  rfdlway  companies  Miid  ilie  City  as  to  the  effi-ct 
of  the  provision  about  c.Ds'ng  the, a.  The  <Ji!y  did  not  realize'  that  it  ineant 
absolute  closing;  tln-y  did  not  seem  to  have  present  in  tl-eir  minds  the 
necessity  for  allowing  r^pid  tr  msit,  and  for  making  all  who  ioshihI  on  the 
h^vel  trespassers.     The  riilway  companies  n-   doubt  did. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson — I  cannot  say,  Mr.  Thomson,  what  th*'  representatives 
of  the  City  had  in  their  minds, but  I  know  iliat  they  \.eie  particularly  sharp 
and  competent  to  deal  with  it,  an^l  looked  aiter  the  City's  interest  in  a  way 
tiiat  did  theiu  much  credit.  If  they  did  not  reaUze  that  these  bridges  were 
to  be  built  for  the  purpose  of  closing  level  crossings,  I  I'.o  not  know  what 
they  thought  thoy  were  to  be  built  for. 

Mr.  Thomson An  ex[>lanatory  clause  was  put  in  afterwards  by  the  Council 

to  show  that  that  was  not  the  meaning,  that  thsy  were  not  to  be  closed. 

$ir  Joseph  Hickson That  was  the  effect  of  pressure  in  Toronto  afterwards, 

J  suppose  ;  they  could  have  said  it  meant  a  tunnel  under  the  lake. 

Mr.  Thomson "  '*V  hen  Yonge  Street  and  York  .Street  are  opened,  York, 

Bay  and  I  orne  Streets,  south  of  the  Esplanade,  shall  b'^  closed  to  the 
public,  and  as  other  overhead  bridges  east  of  Yonge  Street  are  suceesively 
built  and  opened  for  traffic,  the  present  level  crossings  across  the  Esplanade 
of  the  streets  running  pandlel  to  Yonge  Street,  lying  betwimn  Yonge  Street 
and  such  new  bridges,  shsill  also  be  closed  to  the  public."  I  think  my  state- 
ment was  correct,  that  the  provision  of  the  agreement  was  that  as  bridges 
were  built,  the  intervening  crossings  were  to  be  close'!. 

Sir  .loseph  Hickson — I  only  w.-vnt  to  make  this  point.  You  were  speaking 
of  the  construction  of  Lake  Street  and  access  to  it.  Of  course  if  there  were 
no  Lake  Street  it  would  be  ditBoult  to  bring  down  the  ramps  of  these  bridges  ; 
but  the  intention  was  that  the  City  and  the  railway  companies  should  agree 
when  these  bridges  were  necessary,  and  the  circumstances  would  be  taken 
into  account  j  so  that  in  the  meantime  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  access 
to  the  property  east  and  west  of  the  Canadian  Piu>ific  Railway  being  had. 
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Mr.  Tliomson. — Yes,  but  still  the  City  wa.s  in   this  position:   tlin  very  in 
j)rovement3  tiia^  wero  bcini,'  nmde  would  bo  practically  of  no  use  to  tin- 
railway  companies  until  they  could  go  rapidly  through  the  whole  City. 

Mr.  Van  ITorMe This  matter  of  "^peed,  which  has  been  ho  much  dwelt  upon 

here,  is,  I  may  say,  a  matter  of  entirely  secondary  importance;  secondary  to 
almost  every  otlier  consideration  involved;  a  difforoncr'  of  three  minutes 
between  the  Union  Station  and  the  Dm  is  nothing  as  compared  with  preci- 
sion of  working.  If  we  know  it  is  going  to  take  ten  minutes  to  get  out  of 
Toronto,  we  can  work  with  precision  and  certainty,  but  if  it  may  take 
anywhere  from  two  minutes  up  to  lifteen  minutes  we  cannot  work  with 
precision. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson We  have  exactly  the  same  difficulty  in  Montreal  in 

running  into  our  new  Bonaventure  Station. 

Mr.  Thomson The  matter  of  speed   if  not   important  to  tlio  railway  com 

panics  is  certainly  impor;ant  to  the  public,  for  whom  you  are  to  so!n;>  extent 
the  trusti^es — 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne If  we  make  it  up  outside  what,  difference  does  it  make  to 

the  public? 

Mr.  Thomson It  is  of  no  benelit  to    poi'sons  travelling  within  a  radius  ot 

ten  miles  of  'ioi'onto  that  you  should  make  up  the  time  after  they  have  left 
the  tram.  The  fact  is  tliat  to  imy  place  ten  niiies  out  of  the  City  you  can  go 
faster  with  a  horse  than  by  train. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne. — I  would  bet  on  the  train  as  against  the  horse. 

Sir  Joseph  Hiekson (,)f  course  wliat  was  in  the  n)inds  of  those  negotiators 

was  to  ;iet  a  bc^ginning,  and  considering  a!i  the  circumstances  to  make  such 
an  agreement  as  would  ultimately  enable  the  evil  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Tliomson. — That  was  what  was  in  tiieir  minds  ;  this  was  the 
beginning.  These  gentlemen  tried  to  follow  that  up  afterwards  and  took 
the  particular  clause  you  have  referred  to  and  ainende<l  it,  to  comply  with 
what  the}'-  then  at  any  rate  conceived  lo  be  the  public  interest,  in  tiiis  way  : 
\\  hen  the  Yonge  Street  and  York  Street  bridges  are  open  lor  traffic,  th  ■ 
level  crossings  on  York,  Bay  and  Lome  Streets,  south  of  Esplanade  Stieet, 
shall  be  closed  to  the  laililic  by  Ihj-laiv  an  herehiafler  provided,  and  as  oilier 
overhead  bridges  east  of  Yonge  Street  are  successively  opened  for  traffic,  the 
present  level  crossings,  south  of  the  Esplai.ade,  upon  streets  running  parallel 
to  Yonge  Street,  and  lying  between  Yonge  Street  and  such  new  bridges, 
shall  also  be  closed  to  the  public  by  ily-law,  but  no  such  By-law  shall 
authorize  the  placing  of  any  i)arrier  or  obstrucLiou  upon  or  across  the  same, 
ami  the  right  of  the  public  to  cross  the  tracks  at  all  such  crossings,  and  the 
obligations  of  the  railway  companies  in  respect  to  such  crossings,  as  set 
forth  under  Act  'IX,  Victoria,  Cap.  ?j-\,  and  with  schedule  thereunto  append- 
ed." Mow,  Sir  Joseph  says  that  what  took  place  at  Montreal  was  felt  to  be 
a  beginning— 
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Sir  'oseph  IIi<.!..on.-_Doos  not  it  so.m  ,o  I,,  a  li.tl..  ,nv„nsi.„.nt  wi,l. 
imdge.s  tl.at  tho  (  ity  repmsentativ,...  sl.oiil.I  asU  for  (l,e  l.-vH  ..;o--  ,.  .  ih,. 
very  raiisf  of  the  dan^'cr,  to  b<'  coniiniKMl  ? 

Mr.  Thon.son      I   tl.ink  so,  Sir  Jo.o,,!.  :   .h.f  is  uhat  [  star,  with  ;    i  sav  th,,. 
^I-'  !.n..ho  <h.l  not  realise  that  quostioiint  that  li,n.-.  h„t  tl.  y  r..;.li/o  i,  now 

.Si.-.Joso,,h  IIi.k.on._Th.y  di-l  not  realise  tho  Wiect  of  theamon.hn.M.t  thov 
proposed  to  luakp.  ^ 

Mr  Thomsof.-'nuMV  had  been  a  litt!,.  discussion  in  tlu.  nieantiu.e  [  a.M-e. 
M-ith  you  that  (his  is  not  a  .sati.sfactory  sohUion,  it  ra.n.ot  he  ;  ,,he  inte.vsN 
of  the  nuhv^^s  an<l  the  City  cannot  h<.  s„  v-ry  .liverse  alter  alh  It  cannoi, 
be  a  satisfactory  sohama  of  ti,^  problem  unless  the  raiiw.y  companies  are 
rohevHl  f^m  these  onerous  ol,li.:„:ons  of  keepi„.  gaU.s  and  watd.men,  a.J 
thoriskofhabdity  Unit  is  involved  in  them  i<-'i,a!.j 

Sir,Io..ph  nickson._Not  only  that.   bn.   to  ,et  r.d  of  tie.  detention  ol  the 
>t.,.et  trathc,  an,I  the  .letention  ln,m  trains  beiu;,  on  the  crossin..^.. 

Mr.  Thomson.- Vou-  the  citiz.ms  must  realize  what  they  did  not  realixe  at 
hat  nmo  that  if  this  soh,ti<m  l,e  accepted  they  nu.sr  ^o  ove,  (he  ove,.l,e.i.| 
mdges  there  .s  no  other  way-the  whole  traffic  „n,.t  ,o  the.v.  Tni-n 
taku.g  thcleyels  at  ^  ork  Street,  assuming  you  go  to  Front,  you  ad.l  to  the 
expense  o  the  bridges  by  going  .s  iar  north  ar  n.ost  st;vcts  ;  ti  e  le  d 
there  .13  ieet  6  inches  above  the  rails,  that  is  the  highest  /  at  Yo  .  e 
Mree  the  level  ,s  1  1  fVet  <>  inchess  above  the  rails.  Join,  Str;et  leve  t 
probably  about  the  Same  as  York. 

^ie^lSfr''""'""'  '"  '""   ''"'"""^'    "'   '''■•  ^^"^^'^^^''^  -i-''^  '^  - 

Mr.  ■fiiomson.-l  was  not  taking  John  Street  into  account,  because  that  was 
n  special  arrangement.  *^ 

Mr.  Wragge.._John  Street  is  20  feet  above  the  Esplanade. 
Mr.  TlKKnsm.- faking  the  level  of  the  other  streets  nan^ed,  the  level  at 
Wk  S  reet  ,s   l,  feet  0  inches;  at  Yonge  Street   II    fe.t  .    incheC  on^ 
higher  tiKu.  the  rails  ;  at  (  hnrch  Street  lu  feet  6  inches ;  at  .Jarvis  ^  ,'     7 
ieet  9  niches,  an.l  all  east  of  Jarvis  Street  is  practically'  7  fl^et      Now    tha 

Y^k  s;:;;'"*  '^'''^  ^""^  ^^^  '■""  ^^^^  ^^^^''  ^^  -^ -'« after  yoj'iel::^ 

Mr.  Vnn  ITorne.-What  is  the  distance  from  Front  Street  oui  to  the  railway 
tracks?     You  rise  about  l.)  inches  to  lOl)  feet.  ' 

Mr.  Tbomson—There  is  no  tr  able  in  getting  the  rise  at  York  Street, 
Mr.  Van  Home — Take;  Yonge. 

Mr.  'Ihomson.  .  You  have  to  rise 

Mr.  Van  Horne.-Two  feet  eight  inches  to  one  hundred  feet. 
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Mr.  'fhomHoii Your  plans  for  Yongo  Street  show  tho  bridjro  K^'^g  level  for 

a  certain  Jistimco,  and  then  rising  nno  in  twenty. 

Mr.  Van  Home.— The  plans  were  got  up  more  wiih  reference  to  Hguring 
the  co8t,  not  so  much  with  reference  to  the  lovel'i. 

Mr.  Thomson — They  qo  level  JIO  feet,  and  then  rise  one  in  tiventy. 

Mr.  Van  Home Three  feet  in  one  hundred. 

Mr.  Thomson At  any  rate  it  means 

Mr  Van  Home — Threi^  feet  six  inches  in  one  hundred  feet ;  you  have  that 
anywhere  almost. 

Mr.  Thomson. — It  means  at  any  rate  that  you  have  to  rise  from  the  level  of 
Front  Street  eleven  feet,  and  from  the  other  side  twenty-two  feet,  and 
under  most  disadvantageous  conditions 

Mr.  Van  Home.— Why  so  ? 

Mr.  Thomson On  account  of  the  fact  that  there  is  not  room  to  go  down  to 

the  level  witliout  raujjjs. 

Mr.  Van  Home It  makes  a  very  nice  road,  does  not  it  ? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson.— But  rvre  ramps  rea'ly  such  a  great  disadvantage  ? 

Mr.  Thomson  — I  think  ho. 

Mr.  Uickson I  do  not  think  it. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  cannot  imagine  the  disadvantage.  They  are  building  a 
great  many  in  Chicago,  some  turning  out  and  some  going  straight  across. 

Mr.  Thomson Here  is  your  plan  of  the   Yonge  Street   bridge.     Now,  in 

your  plan  you  require  to  keep  sufficient  elevation  out  here  to  Lake  Street 
to  allow  head  room,  not  only 

Mr.  Van  Home Not  out  here. 

Mr.  Thomson — Yes,  here ;  this  is  Lake  Street ;  the  ramps  are  intended  to 
be  on  Lake  Street. 

Mr.  Van  Home — Lake  Street  is  at  the  old  Windmill  Line,  but  it  does  not 
encroach  upon  the  street  itself. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — I  remember,  you  were  going  to  bring  them  down  on 
your  own  ground. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Not  when  this  plan  was  made.  This  other  one  could  go 
down  to  the  City  if  the  private  property  holders  wanted  it ;  we  could  put 
this  one  down  where  anybody  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Thomscn — You  have  to  allow  head  room  underneath  this  at  that  point. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  presume  there  is  plenty  oi  head  room  there,  I  do  nob 
know  that  it  would  be  wanted  eventually. 

Mr.  Thomson. — Well,  the  contention  is  that  this  is  to  be  open  for  traffic 
still  on  the  level ;  the  understanding  is  that  Yonge  Street  is  always  to  be 
open  ;  there  is  no  provision  for  closing  Yonge  Street. 


17 


t 


Mr.  Van  Horno. — I  do  not  think  tlie  agreement  reads  that  way. 

The  Mayor Yos,  it  is  not  to  be  closed. 

Sir  Joseph  Hiekson The  agreement  will  speak  for  itself.    But,  Mr.  Thomson, 

is  not  tlnu'ti  a  lonj^  space  hotwcen  tlie  Esplanade  and  tlio  Windmill  Line 
when  you  got  down  to  these  private  properties?  I  am  speaking  of  north  ot 
Lake  Street  and  south  of  tlie  Esplana<Ie;  is  not  there  sufficient  space  there 
to  bring  the  ramps  down  clear  to  the  street.  It  cannot  be  a  very  serious 
matter  to  the  (Jity  if  they  get  all  that  property  to  have  a  narrow  strip  taken 
ofFit  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Thomson  — The  City  has  not  got  the  property,  and  it  would  mean 
ex[)ropriating  it. 

Sir  Joseph  Iliokson. — You  would  never  get  it  so  cheap  as  now,  and  I  think 
the  City,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  the  owner  of  very  many  of  these  lots  there. 

Mr.  Thomson It  is  the  owner  of  the  whole  front ;  that  is,  of  the  fee  ;  in  fact 

the  City  inider  the  patents  it  has  is  forbidden  to  sell.  Now,  looking  at 
Yonge  Street,  for  instance,  the  width  of  that  street  is  only  sixty-six  feet 
to  begin  with  ;  there  is  forty-six  feet  between  the  sidewalks  now  of  roadway. 
Even  assuming  you  are  going  to  close  the  siilewalK  on  one  side  ultoj^ather, 
and  there  will  be  no  access  to  even  Esplanade  Street  except  by  r.  sidewalk 
onoiicside;  and  taking  the  very  scanty  road  allowance  you  ht.ve  on  your 
plan,  you  have  only 

Mr.  Van  Home. — What  kind  of  a  man  would  it  be  who  at  Front  Street 
going  over  to  F.ake  Street  would  go  down  under  there?  If  that  bridge  were 
theie  nobody  would  do  it  unless  a  man  that  was  tight,  or  who  didn't  know 
the  way  ;  it  is  only  people  going  down  here  to  the  Freeland  property. 

Mr.  Thomson. — What  about  people  going  to  the  freight  shed  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home — They  would  not  want  to  go  down  this  side  ;  they  might 
go  down  here. 

Mr.  Thomson, — But  the  necessary  effect  of  this  scheme  would  be  to  concen- 
.  trate  the  traffic  on  Yonge  Street  more  than  ever ;  that  u  to  say,  a  great 
deal  of  the  traffic  that  now  goes  down  these  other  streets  to  the  front  would 
go  to  Yonge  Street,  you  would  have  an  enormous  traflSc. 

The  Mayor — Between  what  streets. 

Mr.  Thomson — \ou  close  Bay  Street,  and  the  traffic  that  now  goes  down 
here  by  Bay  Street  goes  down   Yonge  Street.     Bay  Street  is  open  there  ; 
people  go  down  Bay  Street  now  to  the  front  to  the  boat  houses,  or  did 
before  they  were  pulled  down,  and  for  other  purposes, 
Mr.  Van  Home Hardly  one  in  a  thousand,  Mr.  Thomson. 

Mr.  Thomson. — This  is  the  point  r  want  to  make,  Mr.  Van  Home  ;  perhaps 
iff  state  it  you  will  see  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  Van  Home — You  must  excuse  me  if  I  interrupt  once  in  a  while,  but  I 
will  be  better  able  to  understand  by  doing  so. 
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Mr.  rhomsoii. — There  i«  an  enormous  trailio  on  Yon^'e  Street  at  i)rusi'nt,  unit 
'■■he  effect  of  this  plan  will  bo  to  increase  that  traffic. 

Mr.  Van  Horne.—Not  below  Front. 

Mr. 'I'hi>iii  (HI — Why  not? 

Mr.  \'.ii)  iiorne — Where  is  it  going?  What  is  to  create  it?  Wl<ere  is  it 
now  ? 

Sir  .losepli  IIi<  kson — N'ot  on  the  level,  Mr,  Thomson,  is  it?  Tiu'  volume  of 
traffic  crossing  tiie  railway  there. 

Mr.  \'aii  riorne.—  It  will  incro.ase  it  about  one  per  cent,  aiippoaing  yon  add 
the  trailic  ol  Hay  and  l-orne  .Streets, 

Mr.  Thomson —J  t  will  io'^icaae  at  any  rate  as  I  have  swd,  and  if  your 
Company  has  its  yard  there  and  its  business,  it  will  be  largely  increased  on 
that  account  also,  when  this  scheme  is  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  because 
the  streets  both  east  and  west  of  it  will  be  closed. 

Mr.  Van  Home — The  third  street  east  is  not  closed. 

Mr.  Thomson — The  immediate  streets  are  ;  there  is  .Scott  Street.  My  i)oint 
is  this,  that  you  cannot  accointnodate  the  traffic  over  that  crossing  without 
taking  th.-  whole  of  Yonge  Street.  I  mean  to  say  that  no  person  can  go 
into  the  figures  and  look  at  the  problem  without  seeing  that  to  make  this 
effective  you  di'ive  the  whole  traffic  over  the  overhead  bridge,  you  have  to 
take  for  the  bridge  the  whole  street.  I  say  it  is  simply  nonsense  to  talk 
about  aeconunoilating  the  passenger  traflio  that  goes  down  Yonge  Street  on 
an  eight-foot  sidewalk  ;  the  twenty-foot  sidewalk  they  have  now  is  barely 
sufficient  sometimes,  and  people  have  to  take  the  street.  There  is  a  very 
large  traffic  down  this  street,  and  it  is  going  to  inorciise.  What  I  say  is  tha.t 
there  is  a  very  large  amount  ol  traffic  centered  there  now,  and  the  direct 
tendency  of  this  scheme  is  to  centre  a  still  larger  amount  there,  and  in 
order  to  fairly  accoinmodate  that  traffic  you  must  take  the  whole  sixty-six 
feet  for  your  bridge.  Why,  I  am  told  that  even  now—and  we  have  to  take 
the  largest  traffic  in  considermg  this — on  Saturdays  in  summer  time  there 
are  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  people  going  over  that  crossing  an<l 
re-crossing  it. 

Mr,  Vail  Home.— -Take  any  number  of  bridges  in  Chicago — Madison  Street, 
for  instance,  there  is  more  traffic  goes  across  there  in  one  hour  than  will 
ever  cross  that  bridge  in  one  daj',  and  you  could  put  two  of  those  arteries  in 
Yonge  Street.  Yonge  Street  would  make  two  of  the  heaviest  business 
streets  in  Boston,  v 

Mr.  Thomson — There  is  an  enormous  tiaffic  over  Yonge  Street,  and  it  will 
increase  all  the  time.        .  ,, 

Mr.  Van.  llorne — Compare<l  with  Bay  and  Lome  Street*. 

Mr,  Thomson — On  certain  occasions 
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Mr.  Wells. — You  say  thirty  thouHiind  jwoplo;  that  is  one-thinl  of  the  whole 
poimluti  'ti  of  tho  city. 

Mr.  Tlioii  son It  is  not  oonfuHMl  to  inhahitants  of  the  Pity.     I  Hiiy  that  on 

a  Satunlry  in  summer  thtMf  aro  I'nim  twenty  to  thirty  tliousau'l  iiHO|»lt<  who 
cross,  and  if  you  take  them  hack  again  it  means  titty  thousand  crossing  it. 

Mr.  Van  Home Compared  to  the  number  that  jmiss  on  Fullon  Street,  New- 
York,  it  is  nothing. 

The  Mayor Between  Ray  and  Lome  Streets;  if  a  person  wants  to  do  any 

business  between  Bay  and  Lome,  after  the  bridge  is  constructed,  how  would 
the  t'aflio  be  increased ? 

Mr.  Thomnon. — Because  all  who  wanted  to  get  to  the  water  would  liave  to 
pass  over  it,  whereas  now  some  go  down  Bay  Street  and  some  down  Scott 
Street. 

The  Mayor. — Where  to? 

Mr.  Thomson — To  the  water  front,  to  the  esplanade,  those  who  are  going 
to  the  water  front.  There  is  not  a  street  in  the  City  but  what  ponplo  ^'o 
across  to  get  to  the  water  front,  and  I  say  all  that  traffic  must  bo  centred 
where  there  are  bridges. 

The  Mayor Going  south? 

Mr.  Thomson. — Yes.  or  going  north,  if  they  are  going  across  the  tv-vcks. 

The  Mayor — The  Canadian  Pacific  has  acquired  all  that  between  Yongo  and 
York ;  there  is  no  private  property  besides  that  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
between  Yonge  and  York  Streets. 

Mr  Thomson — They  own  two  small  strips  in  fee  now. 

Mr.  Wells — The  Canadian  Pacific  owns  it  the  same  as  any  other  private 
owners. 

Mr.  Thomson — I  believe  the  lease?  all  the  way  across  are  vested  in  the  C.  P. 
K.  1  understood  there  were  one  or  two  parcels  where  the  fee  was  outstanding ; 
neither  the  City  nor  tne  C.  P.  H.  have  it.  Now  that  bridge  you  talk  about, 
and  the  business  streets,  does  not  afford  any  fair  comparison  with  the  traffic 
I  am  speaking  of,  which  is  largely  made  up  of  women  and  children,  and  baby 
carriages  go  down  by  the  score  to  the  lake ;  they  would  have  a  nice  time 
going  down  under  this  proposed  arrangement,  down  steps 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne — There  is  no  steps  about  it ;  we  put  stairs  in  for  those  who 
Hke  them,  and  for  others  an  incline  ;  you  can't  put  everybody  just  where  he 
wants  to  be  by  any  i)lan  ;  I  don't  care  how  you  fix  it,  somebody  will  have  to 
go  a  few  steps  around. 

Mr.  Thomson There  is  no  doubt  about  that;  we  do  not  expect  perfection^ 

but  if  we  are  going  to  look  at  the  merits  of  this  scheme  we  naust  also  be  per- 
mitted to  look  at  its  demerits.  Now,  the  matter  of  public  convenience  is  a 
very  important  matter  after  all,  and  more  especially.  Sir  Joseph,  for  the  class 
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of  people  tlmt  go  ncross  tiio  KsplftiiiuUi,  very  largely  the  women  nnd  childron^ 
nnd  it  is  life  to  these  peojdp.  It  Im  o  very  Rmall  portion  of  our  population 
wlio  liuvc  the  nu'iiUN  of  going  off  to  tho  seaside  or  to  summer  resorts  in 
Hiimmer  time 

."^ir  .rose(>h  llicikson Surely   in   tliiit   reHjtcet  tho   bridge  would  bo  u  very 

great  eonvenienco  to  s(iroeu  them  Iroin  the  perils  of  crossing. 

Mr.  ThoiuHon Although  in    some   respects  an  improvement,  [   think  you 

will  find  the  City  would  rather  submit  to  tlio  present  state  of  things. 

Sir  Joseph  llicrknon There  is  nothing  so  dilH(!ult  as  closing  up  a  foot  path 

or  road  with  the  population,  but  it  does  not  amount  to  anything  more  iliun 
u  more  sentiuient. 

Mr.    'rhoinson Nothing   has    aroused    greater   antagonism    in    'lie   mind 

of  the  publio  than  tiie  idea  of  elosing  so  many  streets.  Well,  the 
question  is  whether  vou  can  make  bridges  answer  lor  ♦his  partLeular  purpose 
lit  these  two  points  ;  it  is  an  e.vpeiisive  matter.  I  think  if  Mr.  \'an  ilorne 
makes  a  little  more  careful  impiiry  into  this  he  will  lliid  he  is  mistaken  as  to 
the  comparative  volume  of  traffic  of  some  of  these  streets.  He  may  be  alt 
right  if  he  has  taken  twenty-lour  horn's  all  the  year  round,  but  you  must 
provide  for  the  exceptional  cases  such  as  the  traffic  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Van  II'mho  — I  have  jirobably  spent  morn  time  in  walking  around  the 
Esjtlanade  ml  in  watching  the  movements  of  business  around  there  than 
any  citizen  of  Toronto,  outside  of  those  who  have  been  actually  employed  inn 
the  matter.  I  have  been  watching  and  studying  that  thing  lor  nearly  eight 
years;  there  is  not  a  day  of  the  week  I  have  not  been  there  nor  hardly  an 
Jiour  of  any  day  in  the  week. 

Sir  .Josejjh  Ilickson — Does  Mr.  Thomson's  question  amount  to  anything 
more  than  a  necessity  for  increasing  the  facilities  and  space? 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne — I  do  not  see  that  it  does. 

Mr.  Thomson — The  point  I  was  trying  to  make  just  now  is  that  under  this 
scheme  all  tho  traffic  that  has  hitherto  gone  across  the  tracks  at  Bay  and 
Scott  Streets  must  under  it  go  overhead  at  that  point  too,  and  the  facilities 
must  be  adequate  for  that.  Now  even  if  your  grade  is  sliglit  it  will  require 
more  time  to  move  teams  and  pe(  pie  over  it  than  it  it  were  level.  Tak-  the 
traffic  going  north,  you  cannot  move  so  many  people  over  that  space  as  if  it 
were  level. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Doe*  the  traffic  of  Bay  or  Lorno  Street  cross  the 
railway,  or  only  go  down  to  the  north  side  ? 

Mr.  Thomson — There  is  more  or  less  that  crosses  the  railway. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne— Do  you  think  that  five  men  a  tluy  pass  both  these  streets 
together  over  the  tracks  ? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — I  do  not  think  those  streets  are  open  to  the  south. 
Mr.  Thomson — Of  course  the  ("act  is  that  people  walk  across  at  every  point 
of  the  Esplanade  and  walk  along  your  railways  under  the  present  system. 
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Sir  .losopli  Ilicksoii. — I  think  with  a  j^ood  crossing?  ovor  at  York  Stroot  that 
woulil  hi>  rt'lievod.  Timt  i»  the  gr^jat  road  down  ;  I  fani^y  th«iy  woiUd  go  over 
that.         ,..,  ■"-.        ■ ,'.  ','  '       ■  ,  ■'.,  ••'"■ '    ■ 

Mr.  Thompson There  is  a  groat  deal  of  traffic  down  Yoik  Street;  I  do  not 

know  that  it  would  divert  anythinj?  f'i'otn  Yonjfo  to  York  ;  there  is  a  large 
trafRi'  in  hotli  these  streets.  Of  course  you  are  right  in  saying  that  the  main 
traflie  that  crosses  tiie  track  is  at  York  and  Yonge.  Rut  at  York,  for  instan<u», 
a  lot  of  people  go  down  f/jrne  .Street,  and  go  eater-cornering  across  ;  but  you 
taki*  the  cxccjjtional  nature  of  the  tralfi<i,  woini-n  ami  children  so  largfly, 
and  hahy  carriages  tf)ohy  the  score,  and  an  incline  h<..V(^ver  slight  is  a  serious 
liindrance,  especially  with  people  cnming  home  tired  and  worn  out  after  a 
day's  pleasure;  you  cannot  handle  ihem  as  f.ist  as  men. 

Sir  .Joseph  llickson It  is  a  great  advantage  to  keep  thero  ofFtho  railway. 

.Mr.  Van  Ilorne.-I  am  quite  free  to  admit  ail  these  appeals  you  make,  but 
tht»  (piestion  is,  is  the  Canadian  I'acilic  Railway  to  gwt  in  from  the  past,  or  is 
it  not  ?     If  it  is  not  to  get  in  this  way,  how  is  it  proposed  to  let  it  in  ? 

Mr. 'Ihompson — I  was  going  to  show  you  '-a  more  excellent  way,"  as  we 
thmk  here,  a  way  by  which  the  street  cars  could  be  laid  right  down  to  the 
wharf. 

Mr.  Ilioksoii — Across  the  bridges  ? 

Mr.  Thomson  — How  are  you  going  to  take  them  down  steps  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home — You  can  brmg  them  across  the  bridges,  make  a  circuit 
and  go  right  down;  the  street  cars  run  across  Madison  Street  bridge,  where, 
as  I  said  before,  as  much  traffic  crosses  in  one  hour  as  would  cross  at  Yonge 
Street  in  a  day — as  much  as  crosses  in  a  week,  and  more  than  that,  the 
bridge  there  is  open  forty  per  cent,  of  the  time.  ;  • 

Sir  Joseph  llickson. — Crossing  the  swing  bridge  at  Wellington  Street  they 
are  all  the  time  running  out  to  Point  St.  Charles. 


Mr.  Thomson, — Then    you    must    have  the    whole    street  for 
head  bridge. 
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Mr.  Van  ITorne  — No  more  than  you  must  have  sixty-six  feet  for  the  Madison 
Street  bridge  and  its  approrches. 

Mr.  Thomson — What  is  the  width  of  the  Madison  Street  bridge  ?  '  • 

Mr.  Van  Home.  — Twenty-six  feet,  besules  overhanging  sidewalks,  each  of 
them  four  feet. 

Mr.  niomson — Wc.l,  we  understand  tliose  bridges  are  very  unsatisfactory, 
and  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  complaint  about  the  public  inconvenience 
caused  at  them. 

Mr.  Van  Home — It  is  not  practicable  nor  reasonable  to  get  along  without 
bridges  ;  it  cannot  be  done  ;  some  way  must  be  devised  that  will  afford  the 
least  difficulty,  and  can  be  carried  out  without  excessive  cost. 
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Mr.  Thomson The  most  serious  ol))octi<m  of  all  to  the  overhead  bridge 

scheme  is,  we  conceive,  the  <iamftge  it  vrill  do  to  property  sonth  of  Esplanade 
Street,  more  especially  compr^'ed  witli  the  appreciation  in  vaUie  which 
would  follow  from  lifting  the  tracks  Tiltogother.  You  take  the  matter  of 
Bay  Street,  and  leave  the  tracks  on  the  level,  and  interfere  with  the  access 
there  is  to  it  now,  and  you  have  injured  that  propertv.  Take  Lake  Street^ 
which  in  the  view  of  the  City  when  they  made  that  arrangement  was  going 
to  be  most  valuable,  undput  ramps  fo:-  three  or  four  hundred  feet  from  each 
of  these  bridges  at  each  side,  and  you  destroy  Lake  Street  by  taking  three- 
quarters  of  its  width,  unless  you  take  other  property  to  put  the  ramps  on,  and 
wher'>  you  t.'i;:'e  property  to  put  the  ramps  on  you  destroy  the  property 
behind  it,  and  destroy  the  character  of  the  property  ail  along  the  street. 

Mr.  Van  Home It  affects  the  value  of  about  ten  p^r  cent,  of  the  frontage 

on  Lake  Street,  but  what  is  the  value  of  the  property  on  Lake  Street  for  any 
other  purjiose  as  compared  with  bringing  the  railways  and  water  together. 
If  there  is  any  gentlf  mai>  present  who  owns  property  betwt  en  Yonge  Street 
and  York  Street  1  would  like  to  have  hiS  opinion. 

Mr.  Thomsan. — Now,  that  property  is  compaiptively  valueless;  why? 
Because  it  is  cut  off  by  level  railway  tracks  from  the  rest  of  the  City;  there 
is  no  other  reason  besides  the  existence  of  the  railway  tracks  there  why  it 
should  not  be  as  valuable  hs  any  other  property  in  the  froiit  of  the  City. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Yes.  That  property,  even  if  cut  off  by  an  elevated  rail, 
way  on  posts,  situated  as  it  is,  cannot  be  valuable  properly. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson Made  ground,  isn't  it  ? 

Mr.  Thompson Some  of  the  most  i/alua.le  property  in  the  City  is  made 

ground  ;  that  is  no  objection.  The  elevated  tracks  in  New  York  do  not 
injure  the  value  af  streets  crossing  tin-m. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  happerx  to  be  a  shareholder  in  the  Manhattan  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  and  I  have  been  without  dividends  for  some  time  because 
the  courts  have  held  that  they  excessively  damaged  the  firoperty.  They 
have  placed  the  d»image  all  the  way  from  .wenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.;  there 
have  been  some  tremendous  judgnunts  given  lately. 

Mr.  Thomson — Where  you  ptrt  an  elevated  road  on  a  street  you  injure  the 
property  immediately  facing  it. 

Mr.  Van  Home But  where  the  street  is  perfectly  free  they  have  given 

damages. 

Mr.  Thomson. — That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Van  Ilorno,  that  the  owners  of  the  adjoin- 
ing property  are  not  in  as  good  a  position  as  if  that  road  were  not  there. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — They  held  that  the  property  had  been  reduced  in  value 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.,  and  even  sixty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thomson. —  That  is  not  the  point  at  all  ;  it  does  not  affect  the  next 
block,  and  that  is  what  your  contention  is  here.  I  .-^ay  you  relieve  the  Espla- 
nade Irom  the  tracks  on  the  level,  and  the  whole  of  the  property  on  both 
sides  of  Lake  Street  is  as  valuable  as  any  property. 
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Mr,  Van  Home — You  are  speaking  now  of  some  properly  that  does  not 
exist,  thut  is  to  be  made  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Thomson It  exists  potentif.Uy. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — I  do  not  think  it  was  thought  of  until  we  started  tho 
thing,  and  showed  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Thomson. — Well,  Mr.  Weils  has  said  we  were  in  a  disgraceful  sleep,  %nil 
perhaps  we  were. 

Mr.  Van  Home  — Ffas  that  property  been  going  up  or  down? 

Mr.  Thomson.  —It  has  jjractK'all}'  been  made  valueless  by  the  railways ; 
every  new  track  tliat  went  down  was  a  detriment  t..  the  land  on  tho  other 
side  of  these  tracks,  thf  re  is  no  doubt  about  that,  you  will  not  deny  it.  Now 
the  Grand  Trunic  has  these  tracks  there  along  the  whole  surface,  and  you 
are  laying  down  two,  an  I  do  not  e.xp  Hit  always  to  be  coniined  to  two. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — When  the  Gran  1  'i'runk  came  and  1-iid  its  tracks  along 
the  front  it  was  very  much  better  for  the  City  of  Toronto  that  it  sh  )uld  be 
located  there  than  that  it  should  be  located  along  the  line  of  King  Street. 
A  railway  through  the  heart  of  a  city  is  a  tremendous  disadvantage,  but 
where  a  railway  is  brought  along  the  water  front  the  water  and  the  railway 
are  b.ought  together,  and  you  have  the  best  possible  combination.  Of  course 
there  are  drawbacks,  but  the  question  is  which  is  the  best  way  in  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  Thomson.  —That  is  right,  and  the  issue  before  us  here  to  day  io  whether 
we  can  carry  out  the  policy  the  city  had  in  view,  or  whether  the  whole  city 
water  front,  from  the  Don  to  the  Humber.  is  to  be  converted  into  a  big  rail 
way  yard — that  is  the  question  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — We  have  never  sought  to  acquire  any  property  east  of 
Yonge  !<treet ;  there  is  all  thao  property  down  to  the  Don,  I  do  not  know 
how  far  it  goes. 

Mr.  Thomson. — Which  j'our  tracks  have  rendered  valueless. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Our  tracks  have  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  tracks  in 
the  moon.  It  doubled  in  value  when  it  was  seen  that  our  tracks  were  com- 
ing down  :  yes,  quadrupled.  We  resold  some  of  oiu'  property  there  for  three 
or  four  times  as  much  as  we  gave  for  it  after  wo  had  taken  our  roa<lway  oft' 
it.  The  great  increase  in  the  value  of  that  property,  what  has  put  it  beyond 
any  value  it  ever  had  bafore  in  the  world,  is  the  fact  that  we  were  coming  in. 
Another  provision  is  made  by  which  tho  Grand  Trunk  can  reach  this  prop' 
erty  south  of  our  tracks  just  as  well  as  we  can  ourselTes,  by  which  the  prop- 
erty will  have  the  benefit  of  communication  with  both  the  great  railways  of 
Canada  and  the  water  at  the  same  time.  I  claim  that  the  property  it  worth 
ten  times  as  much  for  that  jjurpose  as  for  any  other  purpose  it  can  be  put 
to.  The  Grand  Trunk  tracks  were  down  before,  but  when  we  put  down  our 
tracks  people  were  not  frightened  because  in&tead  of  foin*  tracks  there  were 
«ix,  but  up  went  their  property  in  value.     I  am   speaking  of  the  advance 
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after  we  had  stcured  property,  a  great  deal  of  property,  in  there  at  ex- 
treniply  low  prices  ;  but  just  as  soon  as  it  was  t'ounri  that  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  was  corning  in  up  went  values,  and  this  was  before  there  v/as 
any  talk  of  any  viaduct,  when  it  looked  as  if  it  was  going  to  be  a  perpetual 
crush  between  these  six  tracks  of  the  city.  ■  /  ; 

Mr.  'riiomson. — I  think  you  are  mistaken  in  that  last  matter ;  brt  you  are 
claiming  too  much  for  the  rnilways  in  connection  with  that  increase  in  value. 
You  have  not  to  go  far  back  to  get  a  quadi-uple  increase  on  King  Str.et  as^ 
well  as  there. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — But  this  increase  in  value  all  came  in  a  year,  instantly  on 
its  being lound  W3  were  coming  in  ther.}.  There  is  property  there  worth 
six,  seven  and  eight  times  as  much  as  it  could  have  been  bought  for. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — I  would  like  to  remind  you  that  the  (irand  Trunk  was 
originally  upon  Front  Street,  and  was  removed  down  to  the  water  front  at 
the  request  of  the  city.  Tf  it  is  inconvenient  I  believe  the  city  authorities 
are  responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  Thomson. — Yes,  I  <vm  not  unfamiliar  with  the  agreement ;  I  believp, 
however,  the  Grand  Trunk  was  not  averse  tc  the  change. 

Sir  Joseph  Hic'<8on. — I  believe  they  were  obliged  to  buy  a  great  deal  of 
property  at  exorbitant  rates. 

Mr.  Thomson They   can   hardly   claim    that   it   was   an    exorbitant  price 

they  had  to  pay  for  their  right  to  pass  along  that  strip.  Take  the  property 
south  of  the  Esplanade  in  another  sense  ;  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  property  owners  and  the  Government  under  which  the  windmill 
line  is  to  be  extended.  Now,  the  city  had  the  fee  in  all  that  land  but  two 
.small  strips,  and  it  had  the  lee,  as  you  know,  Sir  Joseph,  under  a  special 
patent,  under  which  it  was  not  allowed,  and  is  not  yet  allowed,  to  part  with 
the  fee  ;  it  has  powor  to  lease  hut  not  to  sell.  The  statute  recognized  that 
as  a  public  trust  always,  and  that  is  the  position  yet. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — .\re  you  speaking  of  the  property  south  of  the  pre- 
sent lots  ? 

Mr.  Thomson. — Yes,  south  of  the  Esplanade.  When  the  patent  was  granted 
orginally,  it  was  on  the  terms  that  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  sell;  they 
could  lease  for  periods  not  exceeding  fifty  years.  The  only  two  parcels  of 
which  the  fee  is  not  in  the  ('ity,  are  the  two  patents  which  were  obtained 
before  the  City  got  its  patent,  and  others  that  your  company  got  by  virtue 
of  legislation  at  one  time  or  another.  Now,  the  City  had  also  in  its  leases, 
none  of  which  were  longer  than  twenty  one  years,  a  provision  by  which  it 
had  the  right  to  tako  back  the  property,  and  extinguish  the  lessees  interest 
at  the  end  of  any  term.  The  Ci  ty  has  properly  enough  pursued  a  liberal  policy 
«-ith  its  tenants,  and  it  made  an  arrangement  in  some  way,  certainly  very 
liberal  to  them,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  windmill  line  ;  allowed 
them — of  course  their  rights  as  riparian   owners   had    to  be  respected 
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allowed  them  to  get  an  extension  for  the  balance  of  their  terms,  doing  some 
filling  up  with  the  option  to  do  more.  These  terms  wore  made  witli 
the  City's  lessees.  It  is  sought  now  to  p  ace  the  C'lnadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company  in  the  position  of  making  use  of  that  agreement  with  reference  to 
the  lands  they  have  acquired  the  leases  of,  and  not  merely  that  they  might 
remain  in  the  position  ot  the  other  City  lessees,  subject  to  the  same  power, 
but  as  the  first  ste^)  towards  getting  the  fee,  and  that  was  entirely  incon- 
sistent with  the  purpose  of  the  agreement,  and  the  inconsistency  is  made 
morn  clear  when  wo  remember  that  ii  was  the  one  term  <if  that  agreement 
that  the  continuation  by  the  City  of  the  streets  should  remain  open.  The 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  seeks  to  get  the  benefit  of  that  agreement,  so  lar 
as  the  leasees  are  concerned  as  a  first  step  towards  acquiring  the  fee,  but 
wants  to  close  the  streets, 

Mr.  Vd..  Home  — In  regard  to  this  whole  water  front  we  have  said  we 
acquired  that  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  ourselves,  and  guarding  against 
the  erection  of  unsightly  structures  between  its  station  buildings  and  the 
water  front,  and  we  spent  much  more  money  than  we  would  otlierwise  have 
done,  and  we  have  said  that  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  surrender  to  the  City 
our  rights  of  control  over  that  part  of  the  water  front  on  any  reasonable 
terms,  which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  decide  ;  if  we  cannot  fix  it  ourselves 
we  cay  leave  it  to  some  one  else,  and  I  do  noi;  think  the  City  can  ask  any 
more  than  that.  There  is  one  point  we  would  insist  on  in  surrendering  that, 
that  the  City  should  never  permit  the  property  to  be  used  for  any  purpose 
that  would  injure  our  property,  by  permitting  coal  yards,  lumber  or  stone 
yards,  tan  yards,  or  anything  of  that  kind  to  be  put  upon  it — nothing  that 
would  be  unsightly. 

Mr.  Thomson — Of  course  that  is  a  very  important  step  toward  our  coming 
together.  If  the  Canadian  Pacific  says  I  will  live  up  to  that,  that  tho  City  is 
to  have  control  of  the  front. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  did  not  say  that ;  I  say  we  are  willing  to  make  any  fair 
and  reasonable  arrangement.  We  do  not  propose  to  give  it  tr  them,  for  it 
has  cost  us  a  deal  of  money,  but  whatever  is  fair  and  right. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — And  you  are  willing  to  leave  it  to  third  parties  if  you 
cannot  agree  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home — Yes,  certainly  ;  we  are  not  seeking  to  monopolize  the 
water  front  at  all. 

Mr.  Thomson — That  assumes,  just  as  your  letter  does,  that  you  own  that 
at  present. 

Mr.  Van  Home ^^'e   leave  out  our  equities  and  everything  else;    it    is  a 

question  whether  we  do  own  or  not.  We  do  own  part  of  that,  and  no 
power  in  the  world  short  of  the  power  of  Parliament  to  confisticate,  can 
take  it  from  us. 

Mr.  Thomson. — I  think  the  City  has  a  right,  and  is  in  duty  bound  to 
see  that  as  far  as  possible  its  railway  yards  are  so  arranged  aa  not  to  unduly 
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interfero  with  other  business.  Now,  tlie  Graiul  Trunk  has  a  great  quantity 
of  land  along  tho  city  front,  an  exceptionally  large  amount.  1  do  not  sup- 
pose Sir  Joseph  will  deny  that  it  is  a  larger  amount  than  it  would  have  ever 
acquired  had  it  been  cne  enterprise  growing  up  and  expropriating  land  as  it 
required  it.  ft  has  fallen  intii  it  through  amal^'ainalions  at  diftVront  tinifs. 
Now,  it  would  certainly  be  an  a<lvfUitage  to  the  City  if  all  its  railway  freight 
yards  couid  be  k«-pt  a  little  west  and  a  little  east  respectively  of  the  centre 
of  the  City. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Why,  if  full  access  is  provided  .  "  the  lake  ? 

Mr.  Thomson I  think  still  it  is  a  very  serious  objection  indeed  ;  it  would 

be  a  great  advantage  to  the  City  if  it  could  be  entirely  free  of  anything  of 
that  kind  ;  in  fact  wo  hope  that  this  particular  part  may  be  made  a  beautiful 
park,  a  lakeside  park  ;  at  any  rate  it  is  an  important  thing  in  a  City  growing 
as  this  is  that  Height  yards  should  be  confined  within  reasonable  limits. 
There  island  adequate  for  the  purpose  west  of  this,  some  of  which  the  Grand 
Trunk  owns  at  present,  and  we  have  not  learned  tliat  any  attempt  was 
made  to  deal  witL  the  Grand  Tiunk  for  that  land. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — What  land  is  that. 

Mr.  Thomson — (Producing  plan.)  This  projierty  heie  is  where  we  propose 
your  freight  yard  shall  be  ;  it  is  only  part  of  that  the  Grand  Trunk  owns,  an  i 
that  I  think  is  leaseheld_no,  that  is  freehold,  but  they  have  the  leasehold 
of  that  part.  Mow,  it  does  seem  to  be  only  reasonable  that  the  Grand  Trunk 
Hallway  and  the  Cani.d.an  Pacitic  should  deal  with  the  question  whether  the 
Grand  Trunk  cannot  surrender  on  reasonable  terras  its  right  to  that  property. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  can  onlv  say  that  I  would  give  $^400,000  more  for  the 
yards  where  we  propose  havin^  them  than  there. 

Mr.  Thomson — That  is  only  saying  in  another  way  what  I  have  said,  Mr. 
Van  Home,  that  this  is  very  valuable  ;  and  if  it  is  valuable  to  you  for  a  freight 
yard,  it  is  valuable  to  the  City  also ;  it  is  the  very  centre  of  the  City's  water 
f  ron  t . 

Mr.  Van  Home For  what  ? 

Mr.  Thomson — It  is  the  centre  of  the  City's  vrater  frant,  and  that  ia  not  the 
place  where  a  freight  yard  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Van  Home — The  City  never  attached  any  value  to  it  before,  '     ' 

Mr.  Thomson  —They  attach  value  to  it  now. 

Mr.  Van  Home .\fter  we  have  bought  it. 

Mr.  Thomson — After  you  have  bought  some  leases.  I  find  the  Grand  Trunk 
have  178  acres  of  land  on  different  pai'ts  of  the  City  water  front,  some  of 
which  they  would  not  have  acquired  but  for  the  amalgamations,  and  I  sup- 
pose they  would  be  gUid  to  negotiate  with  you  on  reasonable  terms  for  a 
portion  of  it. 
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Mr.  Van  ITjrne. — I  have  never  discovorod  any  incHnaUon  on  the  part  of  Sir 
Jo3Ci>h  to  sell  us  one  inch  of  property  in  Toronto. 

Mr.  Thomson Perhaps  you  never  tried  him. 

Mr.  Van  Home  — Oh  yes. 

Mr.  Thomson We  do  think  there  is  a  parcel  of  property  eminently  fitted 

for  your  needs,  and  it  concentrates  the  freight  busmfss,  does  not  spread  it 
over  the  whole  City  front;  we  think  it  is  an  important  matter  to  us,  and  we 
believe  the  Grand  Trunk  is  willing  to  oblige  utt,  even  if  it  is  not  willing  to 
oblige  you. 

Mr.  Van  Home We  say  we  would  not  have  one  yard  ab  compared  with  the 

other  for  a  differeiico  of  $400,000. 

Mr.  Thomson.— You  do  not  own  the  other  yet.  Whatever  it  is  worth  you  will 
have  to  pay  for  it  yet^  and  we  shall  use  all  this  as  evidence  against  you 

Mr.  Wells We  are  in  a  condition  to  expropriate  under  the  Railway  Act, 

and  we  have  already  expropriated  three  hundred  feet  wi<le  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Thomson At  any  rate,  after  all,  Mr.  Wells,  I   think  we  ought  to  feel 

that  this  is  a  broad,  important  question;  I  hold  that  it  is  a  great  deal  broader 
than  mere  present  legislation.  1  say  we  may  as  well  look  at  this  as  to  what 
is  fair  between  all  parties,  and  1  say  it  is  unfair  and  unreasonable  legislation 
now  that  railway  companies  should  have  in  Cities  like  Toronto  the  right  to 
expropriate  of  their  own  motion  at  all,  or  to  settle  their  plans  at  all;  it  is 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  English  practice,  and  bound  to  be  changed  in 
time. 

Mr.  Van  Home And  we  think  it  would  be  very  unreasonable  legislation 

that  would  prevent  a  railway  company  from  expropriating  even  ("ity  prop- 
erty for  the  purpose  ol  getting  facilities  for  doing  business  in  that  City. 

Mr.  Thomson. — I  mean  when  it  comes  to  other  important  interests  there 
ought  to  be  an  independent  authority  like  the  Privy  Council,  or  some  other, 
that  will  determine  these  questions. 

Mr.  Van  Home The  Railway  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  at  Ottawa 

approved  our  plans  after  a  full  hearing  and  the  City  of  Toronto  being  repre- 
sented in  the  matter,  the  plans  for  our  yards. 

Mr.  Thomson — That  approval  is  a  statutory  act ;  it  does  not  mean  what  your 
words  would  convey. 

Mr.  Van  Home If  there  was  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  City  of 

Toronto  why  these  plans  should  not  be  approved  the  City  had  the  right 

The  Mayor — Were  your  plans  for  your  freight  sheds  shown  then? 

Mr.  Van  Home No,  the  plan  did  not  show  the  shed,  only  the  yard  plan. 

The  Mayor What  do  you  mean  by  the  yard  plan  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home The  plan  of  the  ground. 

The  Mayor.— Was  there  any  repreientative  of  the  City  there? 
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Mr.  Van  Home Yes,  on  the  second  occasion. 

Mr.  Wells When  we  applied  for  the  land  between  York  and  Simcoe  the- 

City  was  represented. 

Mr.  Thomson.  — But  the  approval  Mr  Van  irorne  speaks  o*",  is  not  that  thft 
approval  under  the  .\ct,  the  identification  of  the  plans? 

Mr.  Wells. — No,  a  special  application  to  the  Railway  Committee  to  allow  us 
to  expropriate  extra  width  for  the  station. 

Mr.  Biggar Opposite  the  Union  Station. 

Mr.  Wells Between  York  Street  anrl  .simcoe  Street ;  in  one  case  there  wa* 

no  notice  given  ;  that  is,  in  the  York  Street  and  Yonge  Street. 

Mr.  Th  mson That  is  what  we  are  talkmg  a'>out  now. 

Mr.  Wells We  can  find  no  notice  ;  at  that  time  the  law  did  not  require  it. 

Then  afterwards  we  api)lieil  for  a  further  allotment  of  land  between  York 
Street  and  Simcoe  Street,  and  in  the  meantime  the  law  had  been  changed, 
and  required  it,  and  on  that  occasion  the  City  was  r(!presented.^ 

Mr.  Thomson .And  that  pian  has  not  been  approved. 

Mr.  Wells By  a  special  order. 

Mr.  Thomson That  last  application  has  not  been  approved. 

Mr.  Wells.  —Yes,  it  has  been  «|>proved.  In  the  first  place  we  gave  notice  to 
take  extra  g."ouiid  between  Yonge  and  Yoi-k ;  at  that  the  law  did  not  re- 
quire notice  to  be  served,  and  we  got  our  order.  We  afterwards  wanted  to  ex- 
tend the  same  width  between  York  and  Simcoe  Streets,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  law  had  been  changed,  requiring  noLice,  and  we  served  notice,  and  the 
City  appeared  upon  that  livst  application,  and  that  extra  width  was  grauteii 
OH'  the  order  of  the  Railway  Committee. 

Mr.  Thomson — That  change  of  the  law  is  an  indication  of  what  ought  to  be 
present  in  our  minds^ ;  the  law  cannot  long  remain  as  it  is  now,  it  is  not 
reasonable.  Mr.  Van.  Home,  when  it  cnmes  to  the  case  of  a  City,  that  a 
railway  should  have  the  right  to  fix  its  plans  at  all  without  independent 
authority  intervening.  You  know  the  English  practice  about  that,  Mr. 
Wells.     Now  why  should  not  that  practice  prevail  here. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  would  like  to  say  one  thing  about  this  yar<l ;  in  saying 
what  I  did  I  had  in  my  mind  this  viaduct  .scheme,  which  only  enabled  this 
yard  to  be  reached  from  one  end,  whereas  this  yard  is  accessable  from  both 
ends.  Tha .  is  an  evnpedingly  important  point  as  aftectmg  the  value  of  the 
yard. 

Mr.  Thomson — 1  am  glad  you  mentioned  that,  t>euause  yoti  seem  even  if 
your  plan  were  carried  out,  of  the  overhead  bridges,  it  would  be  an  enormous 
advantage  to  the  City  to  ha.-e  the  yards  here  instead  of  there,  because  ia 
leaving  the  City  iront  free  it  is  marshalling  that  dirty  freight  yard  a  little  to 
one  aide.     I  think  it  is  important  if  your  own  plans  were  carried  oat,  and  I 
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am  glafl  you  have  mentioned  it  on  this  occasion,  because  the  engineprs 
have  looked  into  it,  and  it  is  found  it  is  not  a  very  serious  matter  for  you  to 
make  a  connection  here  with  the  viaduct  scheme. 

Mr.  Van  Home  — Here  is  the  Grand  Trunk  freight  ahedt,  and  here  will  be 
our  freight  sheds  as  we  jdan  them  in  here.  There  will  be  some  disadvantage 
on  account  of  the  ramps,  but  we  get  in  behind  them — 

Mr.  Thomson There  will  be  non<>  if  there  is  a  viaduct. 

Mr.  Van  Home — Yes,  j'ou  have  to  team  around  here. 

Mr.  Thomson. —  Here  is  your  viaduct  here. 

Mr.  Van  Home I  was  speakmg  of  the  overhead  bridt.".  s. 

Mr.  Thomson Of  course  I  have  not  thought  that  out,  and  it  has  not  been 

discussed  ;  it  might  be  you  would  have  to  change  your  overhead  bridge 
proposal  a  little.  One  {)oint  you  make  in  your  letter,  and  of  course  it  is  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  seriously  considered.  Here  is  the  plan,  and  here 
is  the  viaduct,  and  there  is  the  Union  Station  as  you  propose;  here  is  the 
viaduct  over  h«re.  Now,  you  say  that  you  have  no  means  of  access  from  the 
east  to  these  yards  ;  you  would  have  to  go  across  here,  back  down,  pass  over 
and  up  hill.  Now,  it  is  not  a  very  serious  matter  to  make  connection  by 
either  or  iwo  tracks  st might  down — 

Mr.  Van  llorne That  is  not  your  scheme,  Mr.  Wellington  ? 

Mr.  Wellington No,  but  it  can  he  d.me. 

Mr.  Van  Home That  would  be  decidedly  unsatisfactory,  most  unsatisfac 

tory,  that  leaves  us  a  one-ended  yard  the  same  as  we  had  before.  >■ 

Mr.  Uickson I  think  that  question  of  backing  in  is  a  most  serious  one;   it 

is  a  tremendous  disadvantage. 

The  Chairman — I  take  it  this  morning  we  have  been  showing  you  some  of 
the  objections  we  have  to  the  overhead  bridge  scheme,  and  in  order  to  get 
at  the  truth,  which  perhaps  lies  somewhere  between  us,  this  afternoon  we 
will  probably  have  a  talk  from  you  on  your  scheme,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
get  at  the  ti-uth  afler  full  discussion.  We  are  very  desirous  of  finding  out 
what  is  practicable;  we  are  not  ready  for  anything;  we  want,  to  know  what 
is  the  best  plan  on  the  consensus  of  evidence.  It  may  be  necessary  for  Mr. 
Thomson  after  lunch  to  make  a  few  further  remarks  touching  other  subjects 
before  hearing  your  views  oii  this  question.  We  have  been  talking  of  this 
Montreal  agreement,  and  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  from  you  the  frankest 
posoible  statement  as  to  the  other 

The  meeting  adjf'urned  from  1  until  2  p.m. 

(AJier  ailjournment.) 

The  Chairman When  we  adjourned  it  seemed  to  me  we  had  reached  a 

stage  when  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Thomson  to  summarize  the  objections 
to  the  overhead  bridges  system,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  time 
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enough,  and  not  too  much,  so  as  to  keep  the  meeting  for  a  long  time,  T  will 
cut  him  down  to  ten  or  fifteon  minutes,  and  then  we  will  put  another 
question. 

Mr.  'i'hoinson Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  occupied  most  of  the  time  this  morn' 

ing,  perhaps  too  much  of  it.  The  importance  of  the  subject  ought  to  be 
some  excuse,  but  perhaps  I  hive  gone  too  much  into  details  in  discussing 
it,  and  I  have  natiunlly  been  at  a  disadvantage  with  gentlemen  who  have  so 
much  more  technical  knowledge  ot  th^  subject  than  I  have  in  discussing 
these  details.  But  the  broad  situation  is  this  :  a  certain  scheme  was 
proposed  to  the  City,  embodied  in  what  is  known  as  the  Montreal 
agreement,  which  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Municipal  authorities. 
That  approval  has  not  only  not  been  given,  but  since  that  time  th.it  has 
been  entirely  abandoned  by  the  authorities,  and  I  have  every  confidence  in 
asserting  to  the  railway  representatives  here  that  ihere  is  no  chance  what, 
ever  of  the  City  agreeing  to  either  th;it  agreement  or  anything  at  all  similar 
to  it.  That  is  the  situation,  whether  pleasant  or  not,  which  we  have  to  face  j 
the  Municipal  Council  has  unanimously  decided  that  the  other  is  the 
preferable  solution.  I  will  refer  to  the  Mayor  in  support  of  that.  The 
Committee  may  or  may  not  know  what  the  sentiment  of  the  City  is, 
but  we  think  we  can  pretty  accurately  estimate  it,  and  I  believe  if 
the  railway  companies  are  not  content  to  take  our  assurance  they  will 
find  that  there  is  not  the  remotest  chance  of  such  an  arrangement  being . 
accepted  liy  the  City  under  any  circumstances.  I  think  the  fact  that  it  fails 
to  provide  fai  ilities  for  ingress  for  other  railways  that  may  in  the  future 
desire  to  enter  the  City,  and  instead  of  that  gives  up  the  only  hold  the  City 
had  to  enable  it  to  give  those  facilities — though  of  course  that  is  not  a  senti- 
ment with  which  the  railway  companies  may  sympathize — is  sufficient  of 
itself  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  its  acceptance.  But  after  all,  what  the 
railway  companies  may  or  may  not  sympathize  with  is  not  the  quei-tion  ;  they 
are  bound  to  take  into  account  such  considerations  to  a  larger  extent  than 
most  railway  companies,  because  in  one  shape  or  other  both  the  City  and 
the  country  have  contributed  enormous  sums  to  the  establishment  of  the 
two  railway  companies  we  have  to  deal  with  to-day.  Toronto  has  given  in 
bonuses  to  roads  now  absorbed  in  the  Grand  Trunk,  $800,000,  and  they  have 
spent  large  amounts  in  the  acres  of  property  which  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail, 
way  now  possesses.  The  Citizens,  as  a  matter  of  public  spirit,  in  the  desire  to 
increase  their  railway  facilities,  have  contributed  capital  stock  to  other  com- 
panies that  have  been  amalgamated  with  that  first  system.  In  the  same  year 
$700,0(10  was  given  to  roads  now  a  part  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  system,  and 
$300,000  of  capital  subscribed  by  public  spirited  citizens  to  the  Toronto.  Grey 
and  Bruce,  which  has  gone  into  that  system,  besides  the  enormous  amounts 

which  in  common  with  the  people  of  other  parts  of  this  country  we  iiave  put 

anil  very  properly — into  this  great  enteriirise.  It  has  been  a  good  enough  in- 
vestment, but  it  follows  that  they  are  bound  to  take  into  account  public  con- 
siderations, and  I  am  sure  they  ar^disposed  to  take  them  into  account,  and 
it  is  plain  upon  the  face  of  the  agreement  of  which  I  have  been  speaking 
that  its  effect  would  have  been  to  give  away  the  last  vestige  of  power  the 
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{  ity  retained  to  assist  in  ft  niatfer  of  Ui:it  sort.  In  tho  next  place,  the  fact 
of  the  expropriation  of  this  particular  piece  of  property  for  the  purposes  of 
a  freight  yard  is  equally  objectionable,  and  the  whole  system,  in  so  far  as  it 
involves  the  closing  of  streets,  I  tiiinlt  Sir  Joseph  pnt  ;t  vory  strongly  this 
tTinrning  v»iien  ii<^  referred  to  tiie  English  objection  to  that  kind  of  thing. 
Tliere  is  no  feature  of  the  agreement  under  discussion  which  hat  evoked 
such  a  pronounced  feeling  of  opposition  in  Toronto  as  that  idea. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson. — You  will  remember  thiit  I  referred  to  it  as  a  matter  of 
sentiment. 

Mr.  Thomson We  have  to  reckon  on  even  matters  of  sentiment  when  it 

comes  to  closing  access  by  public  streets  to  the  water  front.  The  citizens 
will  never  tolerate  the  acceptance  of  that  bargain ;  they  never  will  volun- 
tarily contribute  one  cent  to  tho  solution  of  the  problem  in  such  a  wiiy  as 
that;  nothing  can  be  expected  from  Toronto  in  that  direction,  that  cannot 
be  forced  on  them.  We  are  told  sometimes  by  our  own  people  tliat  these 
lailwiiy  companies  are  all  powerful,  and  that  we  might  as  well  lie  dawn  and 
let  them  have  their  way.  Now,  I  have  too  good  an  idea  of  the  railway  rep- 
resentatives her.i  to  imagine  we  will  be  treated  to-day  in  any  such  maun-  r  as 
that;  but  when  it  comes  to  these  considerations  I  have  raised,  in  attemptuig  to 
put  that  particular  scheme  you  must  reckon  what  people  conceive  to  be  their 
r'Ldits.  It  is  desirable  surely  on  both  sides  to  avoid  fiction.  Tliero  is  a  strong 
feeling,  not  without  some  reason,  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kaihvay  with 
reference  to  that  very  quistion  has  been  stealing  around  and  getting  in  a 
position  to  take  ailvantage  of  rights  that  were  (conceded  to  private  lessees, 
that  never  would  have  been  conceded 

Mr.  Van  Home You  do  not  believe  that,  do  you? 

Mr.  Thomson. — I  believe  the  Canadian  Pacific  has  gone  to  work  very  skilfully 
in  arranging  these  matters,  We  know  the  first  leases  were  got  in  the  names 
of  private  persons. 

Mr.  Wells. — The  very  first  parcel  we  got  was  by  expropriation. 

Mr.  Thomson — The  fact  is,  at  any  rate — whether  the  Tity  ought  to  have 
been  wide  awake  or  not — that  it  was  not  awake  until  this  matter  came  up 
before  the  Privy  Council  in  Ottawa  last  year,  when  the  City  realized  what 
was  involved.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  says  this  was 
because  we  were  in  a  disgraceful  sleep  with  reference  to  our  rights  and 
liberties;  he  was  not  very  far  wrong  at  the  time ;  it  is  a  fairly  good  applica- 
tion of  the  words.  The  fact  is  that  when  the  City  came  to  realize  what  was 
involved,  the  most  pronounced  objection  was  felt  to  that  particular  piece 
being  used  as  a  freight  yard,  and  I  think  it  is  reasonable  ;  it  is  not  the  nicest 
thing  to  hav«  right  in  the  front  of  the  centre  of  the  City,  and  you  iiave  to 
reckon  with  that  feeling  if  that  is  the  solution  attempted  to  be  forced  on  ua. 
Then  we  believe  it  is  a  wrong  system  to  make  humanity  for  all  ages  climb 
up  instead  of  putting  the  railways  up  once  for  all.  If  the  railways  could  be 
depressed 
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Sir  Joseph  Tliokson You  will  make  tlioiu  climV)  if  you  have  an  elevated 

railway,  if  you  Imvo  any  suburban  traffic. 

Mr.  Thomson I'hat  will  bo  merely  a  matter  in  whinh  tlioy  can  elect  between 

climbing  ami  going  to  the  cential  station.     Now,  the  Ian<l  damages 

Mr.  Van  llorne.—'rhey  will  have  to  climb  to  get  to  the  central  station. 

Mr.  ThomHom.—  No,  tlioy  will  go  into  tlie  central  depot  on  the  level  of  Front 
Street.  Then,  in  tl)(^  next  place,  a^  I  was  g.)iiig  to  say,  the  land  damiiges,  to 
which  under  that  agreemeni  you  oould  never  get  the  City  to  contribute  vol- 
nntarily,  will  be  chiinu-d  in  an  amount  equalling  two  or  three  times  the  price 
of  a  viaduct,  even  if  Mr.  Van  Home's  figures  were  the  lowest  to  be  relied 
on.  Take,  for  instance,  Hay  Street,  tliat  you  close.  You  may  say  that 
will  not  amount  to  anything,  but  there  is  not  a  man  who  owns  property 
on  Bay  Streer,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  who  will  say  h's  land  will 
not  be  injured  by  the  closing  of  that  street  to  the  water;  there  is  not  an 
owner  of  {)roperty  on  Hay  Street,  from  one  enl  to  the  other,  that  you  will 
not  have  to  pay  damages  it  you  close  that  street. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson But  is  it  really  open? 

Mr.  Wells There  is  no  street  there  ii>  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Thomson You   close  that  street  and  you  will   have  to  pay  damages. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne  thought,  and  perliaps  thought  rightly,  that  it  was  unreason- 
able extortion  that  the  elevated  railway  of  whicli  he  has  told  us  he  is  a 
stockliolder  had  to  pay  damages  to  owners  of  property  on  the  streets  on 
which  they  were  erected,  but  Mr.  Van  llorne's  Company  will  have  to  pay 
damages  to  the  o.vners  of  this  land  if  this  street  is  closed. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne I  think  we  will  take  the  risk  of  it. 

Mr.  Thomson You  will  indemnify  us  on  that  score  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home Yes. 

Mr.  Thomson.— Evnn  with  that  we  will  not  let  you  go  on  without  opposi- 
tion ;  there  is  more  involved  thiin  that.  The  windmill  line  agreement  con' 
templates  the  continuance  of  these  streets,  nnd  properly  so.  Do  you  say 
they  are  not  open  beyond  Esplanade  Street?  Well,  the  riparian  rights 
were  all  originally  north  of  Esplanade  Street ;  every  agreement  that  has 
been  made  has  recogniz(Ml — and  it  would  not  be  civilized  legislation  'f  they 
did  not — the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  and  it  would  not  be  civilized  legislation 
if  they  did  not  recognize  the  rights  of  the  public  as  riparian  owners  to  the  cur* 
tinuation  of  the  streets  to  that  line  so  extended  into  the  water.  It  is  nonsense 
to  say  because  you  extend  your  windmill  line  that  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  street  should  be  extended  as  well  as  the  right  of  the  private 
owner;  why  should  not  the  street  be  extended  as  well  as  the  right  of  the 
private  owner  ? 

Mr.  Wells Simply  because  the  city  never  mvned  the  land,  '"  •    '  ., 
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Mr.  ThoniHon — I'he  riparian  owneru  nevor  owneil  the  luiul  tljat  is  undor  tho 
water.  VVlu-ii  in  ISJo  tho  first  legislation  was  passed  to  entitle  tU«.  oity  to 
fill  out  land  to  the  prosont  windmill  line  the  rights  of  lipiirian  owners  were 
carefully  gnanled,  becauso  no  legislature  in  any  civilizi'd  country  would  ex- 
tend the  land  out  into  the  water  and  cut  oil'  i'roui  access  to  that  vvatir  those 
who  before  had  acce.-s  to  it.  Now  why,  pray,  should  not  that  apply  to  a 
street  as  well  as  anything  else?  Is  it  conioivable  that  the  legislature  i^ 
going  to  exten  1  tho  water  line,  and  allow  tho  shutiing  up  by  that  means  of 
tbe  access  to  tho  water  by  a  street  that  was  them  before  ?  It  goes  without 
saying  that  that  street  must  bo  extended,  if  the  land  encroaches  upon  the 
water,  to  reach  it  again  ,  and  that,  mind  you,  has  to  be  reeUone(l  within  tho 
case  of  every  street  that  is  to  be  closed.  As  against  that  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  elevation  of  the  tracks  not  only  would  dt>preciate  tb'-  value  of  the 
land,  but  would  enormously  appreciate  it ;  that  has  been  the  expression  of 
ojjinion  by  every  expert  that  has  been  consulted.  Mr.  AVelliugton  is  so 
strongly  of  that  opinion  that  he  says  he  thinks  a  certain  propo  tion  of  the 
expense  of  that  improvement  shoidd  be  puton  the  locality,  as  a  local  iu)prove- 
ment,  on  account  of  the  appreciation  as  compared  with  the  present  state  of 
things.  The  more  you  look  into  tho  (piestion  of  .land  damages  the  more 
serious  on  the  face  of  the  project  you  will  liud  it.  These  are  ahead  of  us 
with  reference  to  that  scheme.  We  do  not  desire  to  fight  the  Canadian 
Pacific  or  tlie  Grand  Trunk  Railway.  V\'e  desire  to  avoid  a  struggle  if  possi- 
ble; but  if  we  must  fight,  of  cr)urso  we  will  make  the  best  struggle  that  we 
can.  The  matters  with  refireneo  to  the  Grand  Trunk  I  n(^ed  not  refer  to, 
because  they  are  not  of  urgency  so  miKih  ;  but  there  are,  as  Sir  .Joseph 
knows,  many  things  that  are  sources  of  annoyance  and  irritation  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things,  and  it  is  an  object  to  tho  Grand  Trunk  as  well  as  to  the 
City  to  have  this  whole  question  solved  now  in  such  a  way  as  shall  sc^cure 
our  amicable  relations  in  the  future,  and  that  will  avoid  the  complications 
in  which  the  railway  companies  now  find  themselves  engaged  with  refer- 
ence' to  the  risks  at  crossings  of  damages  ai'ising  out  of  jiersons  being  in- 
jured, which  is  a  mutter  of  great  moment  to  them,  and  one  that  is  increas- 
ingly important.  Now,  there  nevor  will  be  such  a  good  time  for  solving 
this  problem  in  the  best  way  for  all  interested  as  the  present  time.  If  the 
Grand  Trunk  has  vested  interests  toilay  which  we  are  bound  to  respect — 
and  I  admit,  with  reference  to  that,  that  they  must  not  be  disturbed  except 
on  fair  terms — what  position  shall  we  bo  in  when  there  are  similar  vested 
rights  and  interests  with  regard  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Iliilway.  Mr.  Van 
Home  will  tell  us  that  to  some  extent  we  are  committed  to  them  now. 
Well,  admitting  we  are,  and  we  have  to  take  that  into  account,  it  is  better 
to  face  this  whole  problem  now,  to  I  ok  at  the  broad  solution,  and  to  be 
sure  now  we  have  the  right  one  before  we  proceed  any  further. 

'I he  Chairman. — It  strikes  me  now,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  presented 
sufficient  objections  to  the  solution  of  this  question  by  means  of  the  over- 
head bridges.  The  2)roblem  has  been  solved  in  another  way,  wo  think,  by  a 
proposition  to  erect  a  viaduct;  and  we  of  the  Committee  are  of  course  not 
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Bpocialiat»,  and  Inve  .inon  undor  tho  nocoHsity  of  hoin^j  iruMetl  very  largely 
by  npt^cmllst*  in  railroad  oonstriiotion,  and  accoiding  to  iho  host  advico  we 
have  been  nhio  to  »nouro  in  that  way  it  scfcnna  this  is  'ho  best  solution  from 
a  railway  point  of  viow  a»  well  as  from  fho  City  standpoint.  In  view  of  that 
I  t  ink  it  is  right  tliot  tho  chairman  of  this  mo<»tiiig  should  a-k  Sir  Joaoph 
IIi(  khon  to  givn  un  his  opinion  of  the  viaduct  per  ae,  and  thon,  assumirg 
that  ho  and  Mr.  Van  Homo  rogiird  this  as  a  solution,  the  objootions  to  t*  is 
particuliir  kind  of  viaduct,  and  this  particular  metho<l  of  construction.  I 
call  upon  .SirJosoph  HioktwMi. 

Mr.  Van  Iforne.- -Permit  me  first  to  say  one  word  about  the  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  Thomson  regarding  the  moral  oljligalions  of  the  parties,  before 
we  got  on  the  viaduct  quostion.  lie  .says  that  tho  City  of  Toronto  by  consent- 
jng  to  tho  jilans  at  present  proposed  by  tho  railway  companies  would  divest; 
itsolt  of  iis  power  to  assist  any  now  railways  in  entering  tho  •  ity.  I  would 
like  to  vay  that  'he  Canadian  Pacific  Hailway  Company  have  found  that  the 
City  of  Toronto  had  no  power  whatever.  Wo  were  obligod  to  iro  ahead  at  our 
©vvn  o.'<])en8e  and  find  our  way  into  the  city  as  t>est  we  could.  As  to  any 
obligation  on  tho  i)art  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  liailway  Company  with  regard 
to  liru'»  they  have  taken  in,  the  Canadian  Pacific  paid  the  full  value  for  the 
Toronto  Orey  and  Bruce  and  the  Credit  Valley  Waihvay  linos  that  were  aided 
by  Toronto.  Wo  j)aid  the  full  value,  tind  got  no  bf-nefit  whatever  from  any 
aid  that  had  l>een  given  by  tho  (Jity  of  Toronto,  or  from  any  other  source. 
They  paid  more  than  the  full  value,  for  neither  of  these  roads  have  given 
anywiiere  near  a  return  of  interest  on  the  amoim'  paid  for  them,  and  I  can- 
not see  where  any  moral  obligation  is  placeii  upon  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  by  reason  of  aid  extended  to  those  io.ids  in  the  past,  and  1  do  not 
doubt  but  the  position  is  the  same  with  regard,  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickjon, — It  is  precisely  the  same  ;  I  looked  upon  that  as  rather 
past  history,  whi  jh  had  not  really  much  bearing  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Thomson — There  is  this  consideration,  at  any  rate,  that  the  railway* 
these  bonuses  were  given  to  were  largely  built  by  the  enterprise  of  Toronto' 
Citizens. 

Mr.  Wells — Suppose,  Mr.  ThomKor..,  tlie  City  of  Toronto  made  a  present  to 
those  companies,  what  difference  does  that  make  to  the  Grand  Trunk  or 
the  Canadian  Pacific. 

Mr  Thomson — I  will  tell  you  what  difference  I  tblnk  it  makes,  Mr.  Wells. 
We  have  contributed  so  much  towards  that  public  improvement,  and  other 
capitalists  who  put  in  their  money  so  much,  and  the  capitalists  have  the 
sole  control  now.  Now,  you  have  inherited  their  rights,  and  with  them 
sofflie  of  their  obligations^ 

Sir  .Joseph  Hickson.~I  quite  agree  with  what  Mr.  Van  Home  says  ;  I  think 
we  have  paid  the  full  value  for  the  railways  we  have  taken  in,  and  I  would 
like  to  add  something  beyond  that ;  the  City  of  Toronto  has  been  paid  many 
times  over  for  all  its  investments  in  railways. 
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Mr.  Tlinmnon — ft  is  ocjiially  trii<^  Sir  .loHcph,  tlmt   tli<>   (iriuid  Trunk   has 
enormoMH  profits  Irorn  laiuls  boimlit  from  tho  ("ity  of  i'oroiito. 

Sir  .loMrtph  Hioltsoii — I  do  not  think  «o,  Mr,  'I'hoinion  :  they  puid  ft  T«ry 
lar>?e  sum  of  money  for  them  :  they  have  a  great  deal  of  property  along  tho 
front  vvliich  hcloiiged  to  tlie  Northern  haihvay,  and  I  thinic  so  far  as  they 
are  coiu'J-rned  they  paid  the  lull  vidiie  of  tlmt  property  to  those  who  owned 
the  Northeri-  Uailway.  from  whfim  they  got  it.  Now,  before  we  refer  to  the 
further  (pieHtion  I  would  very  much  like  some  one  to  explain  this  map  to 
me,  as  I  want  to  know  whieh  Hoheme  I  am  talking  aiiout.  I  HUppoae  the 
plan  attached  to  tiie  (.'itizens'  Association  Report  is  ♦hat  which  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  City  Council  recommend. 

Mr.  Thorns Jii. — It  was  a  little  varied. 

(The  plans  are  explained  to  Sir  .loseph  Iliokson  hy  Mr  Oalt,  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham and  others  on  behalf  of  the  city.) 

>  ir  .Joseph  llick«on.-  In  examining  these  plans  I  have  merely  pointed  out 
to  you  eertnin  tiling-*  to  show  what  a  serious  matter  this  is  to  us.  Now  we 
have  a  station  licre  in  whieh  we  hove  given  some  accommodation  to  tho 
("anailian  I'acific  Hallway  Company.  It  was  built  at  tho  request  of  the  City, 
which  approved  of  the  plans,  at  a  cost  of  say  about  $23(1,01)0.  Now  we  are 
to  throw  all  that  to  one  side  and  make  a  freight  slied  of  it.  It  haw  served  a 
long  time,  and  is  a  much  better  station  than  many  cities  of  equal  importance 
with  Toronto  on  this  continent  have.  I  am  only  referring  to  this  for  this 
purpose,  thai  it  we  abandon  all  this  property  and  have  it  taken  away  from 
us  we  have  to  provide  means  of  doing  our  business  elsewhere.  To  ask  us  to 
give  up  all  this  and  go  into  another  station  and  pay  rent  for  it  is,  as  I 
ventured  to  say  this  morning,  not  reasonable.  My  opinion  is,  that  a  scheme 
like  this,  if  carried  out,  would  be  found  extremely  inconvenient  to  the 
business  community  ;  they  would  very  soon  couiplain  of  it  sorely.  There  is 
a  very  large  quantity  of  freight  delivered  along  the  esplanade,  I  think  about 
3()0,(XK)  tons  a  year.  Now,  the  removal  of  that  traffic  to  a  yard  in  the  west 
and  one  in  the  east  will  very  seriously  increase  the  cost  of  handling  it,  and 
I  am  sure  the  public  will  not  pay  for  it,  and  am  equally  sure  the  railway 
company  cannot  pay  for  it.  The  ex'  i  charge  on  that  traffic  would  (;ost 
Rixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollarr.  ,.  y  ,r.  Now,  to  provide  the  extra  accomo- 
dation that  would  be  requited  under  this  scheme,  if  carried  ait,  would 
involve  a  largo  expenditure  of  money,  and  for  no  batter  accommodation  ;  I 
doubt,  indeed,  if  the  accomodation  to  be  provided  here  on  Front  Street  is 
sufficient.  But  whether  or  not,  to  replace  this  for  Grand  Trunk  purposes, 
1  think,  would  involve  such  a  large  sum  of  money  that  it  would  be  very 
<lifRcult  to  get  the  directors  or  proprietors  of  the  riraii'l  Trunk  Hallway  to 
undertake  it;  altogether  we  should  prjbably  lose  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  traffic.  These  facilities  aflford  id  to  the  Esplanade  have  been  of 
great  value  to  the  trade  of  Toronto,  and  have  helped  it  very  much.  They 
ha'  e  chenpene'l  the  cost  of  many  articles  consumed  and  used,  and  if  taken 
away  will  occasion  charges  for  extra  cartage.     Altogether,  afier  a  very  careful 
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copsideration  of  the  matter,  and  having  looked  over  (he  ground,  I  have  con- 
ckided  that  to  carry  out  tnis  scheme  vvo.ild  cost  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Company  abo  ut$"2( 0 OnO  or  S'2r)0,000  u  year,  without  any  rental  for  the 
station.  They  would  be  better  off  as  tliey  are,  or  as  well  off  as  they  would  be 
with  (he  via<)uct  scheiwe,  if  the  City  wouhl  agree  to  pay  them  f2()(),(X)0  a  year. 
Iknow  of  no  compensating  advantages.  It  is  quite  clear  to  anyone  who 
understands  the  working  of  this  business  that  it  would  involve  a  very  large 
extra  expense,  extra  cartage,  the  loss  of  some  traffic,  and  the  surrender  of  fs 
very  large  amount  of  property  which  will  have  to  be  replaced  elsewhere  |  an(i 
I  say  ;d30  in  all  frankness  that  I  think  it  would  involve  the  removal  of  a 
consiiuM'ahle  portion  of  the  company's  establi.-'hment  beyond  the  I'mits  of 
the  City  of  Toronto.  I  do  not  know  that  I  mv  say  any  more.  I  have  tried 
to  make  my  obsti'vations  a*  brief  as  possible,  and  I  think  in  order  to  get  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  to  agree  to  that  scheme  you  would  have  to  be 
prepared  to  pay  them  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Mr  Thomson — May  I  ask.  Sir  Joseph,  how  your  observations  would  be 
affected  l.y  the  keeping  open  of  Simcoe  Street.  That  is  to  say,  while 
examining  the  plans  you  spoke  about  the  length  of  the  sidings  on  the  north  j 
if  the  sidings  on  the  south  of  the  proposed  station  went  across  Simcoe, 
straight  on  to  York,  would  yon  have  a  longer  siding  at  the  south  than  you 
have  there  at  the  north  now. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson You  mean  along  the  Esplanade? 

Mr.  Thomson No,  along  whera  they  are  now.   Suppose  this  part  of  Simcoe 

Street  were  closed  here;  suppose  your  sidings  ran  right  across  here,  you 
would  have  a  longer  siding  then,  and  better 

Sir  Joseph  ITickson The  point  is,  where  are  we  going  to  get  on  to  that  ?    If 

we  have  to  get  on  to  that  here  at  the  Brook  Street  Bridge,  you  see 

Mr.  Van  Home These  would  be  stub  end  tracks. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Itcijooff  the  space  between  the  Union  Station  and 
the  present  freight  shed  and  the  diflRculty  about  these  sidings  here  is  to  get 
into  them  from  tnis  point,  otherwise  •"e  would  occupy  the  whole  of  Esplan- 
ade Street. 

The  Chairman — >:o,  Sir  Joasph,  you  do  not  see  any  thoroughfare  at  all  in  the 
viaduct,  no  arrangement  that  could  be  made  out  of  it. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  carried  out  if  you  spend 
enough  money  upon  it.  but  I  think  it  involves  consequences  which  I  have 
been  able  to  state  only  very  inadequately. 

'I  he  Chairman — Could  you  give  us  some  details  of  these  additional  expen- 
ditures? 

Sir  Joaeph  Hickson — Extra  cartage,  interest  on  value  of  land  and  in 
buildings,  and  I  am  supported  in  my  view  of  ii,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Company,  that  it  tvould  cost  the  Grand  Trunk  all  of  what  I  have  said,    — 

'ihe  Chairman. — So  that  would  be  equivalent  to  the  funding  of  ?t,000,000. 
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Sir  Joseph  Hickson — More  than  that. 

The  Chairman \t  fivp  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thomson — How  serious  a  matter  would  'le  item  of  <'xtia  cartag«  be? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Well,  tako  the  heavy  traffio  tint  fomeg  upon  tlit> 
Esjilaiiade',  where  are  we  to  put  it?  Under  this  system  where  is  it  to  b*- 
del'vered  ? 

Mr.  Thomson. — Has  your  oompnr.y  any  figures  as  to  the  amount  that  is 
really  delivered  on  the  Espl-aiade  on  these  tracks? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson i  requested  Mr-  Wragge  to  give  me  the  figures,  and  he 

gave  me  ;^(JO,Ol)'!  tons. 

Mr.  Wrp„ge 31o,00(l  tons. 

Sir  .Joseph  Hickson Picked  up  and  delivered  along  the  Esplanade- 
Mr.  WragiiC Reiwoen  York  Street  and  Berkeh\v  Sti'eet. 

Sir.Jo8e{)h  Hickson  — Then  we  have  the  old  (freat  ^A'ostern  •ihe  I  ilou-n  tfie  e, 
in  which  we  ;>re  hond.nx  goods  and  doing  a  largo  busimv^s.  We  are  also 
doing  business  ai  th(^  oiIkm*  end.  There  is  a  great  amount  of  woik  done  on 
the  Esplanade,  which  is  of  great  value  to  the  mercantile  community  of 
Toronto;  w«  would  have  to  i>rovide  bonding  facilities  somewhere  if  tliese 
sheds  are  taken  away  along  Front  Sneet. 

Mr.  Thomson. — It  was  proposed  at  one  tiaie  instead  of  taking  s)me  of  your 
land  on  your  riresent  groiMids  for  the  Union  station  to  expropriate  some  ;iddi- 
tional  land  for  that  [)urpose  ;  how  would  that  affect  you,  that  alteration. 

"ir  Joseph  Hickson  — It  woul<l  leave  us  so  much  mor.^  property  to  use  ;  that 
amounts  io  a  consi  lerahlt^  item,  no  doubt ;  practically  that  plan  here  would 
take  away  half  the  yard. 

Mr.  Thomson — Could  you  tell  us  the  extent  to  which  that  would  affect  the 
problem  from  your  standpoint?  Of  cour-te  we  have  not  the  items  as  to  the 
relative  amount 

Sir  .Joseph  Hickson It  would  be  the  valuation  of  that  [troporty.  that  is  ail. 

I  may  perhaps  be  permitterl,  if  I  an  not  taking  too  much  time,  to  say  a  word 
or  two  about,  the  level  crossings,  and  about  this  freight  station  of  the  Caua 
dian  Pacific  Ifail-vav.  It  certainly  doe?  not  appear  to  me  that  it  will  be  any 
more  unsightly  than  the  buildings  that,  have  l)een  there  in  the  past,  or  the 
state  of  things  which  ha>*  existed  along  the  Esplanade  in  the  past,  and  it  does 
seem  to  be  a  pity  cliai  all  at  once  the  people  of  Toronto  shoidd  have 
a,wakene('  to  the  necessiiv  of  having  ful'  control  of  the  lake  frontasie.  But 
addressing  myself  to  the  question  of  closing  ^hese  two  or  three  streets, 
which  are  the  immediate  difficulty,  as  I  unil^rstand  it,  it  is  very  curious  that 
it  overhead  bridges  are  objectionable  here,  they  should  have  been  put  up 
west,  on  Brock  and  otiiM-  streets,  and  seemed  to  answer  the  purpose.  You 
have  a  great  advantage  to  be  reacheil  by  bridges  apart  fron  s  ;  ther(»  is  a 
great  frontage  that  must  be  reached  by  overhead  bridges  apart  from  this 


particular  piece  here.  Now,  you  are  going  to  leav^^  all  these  with  levei 
crossings,  and  it  is  pi oposed  thai  these  le\ el  crossings  up  west  siiall  prac- 
tically be  continued  Well,  that  seems  to  d\o  an  unreasunablo  proposition  ; 
it  seems  to  me  that  what  is  good  at  one  place  ought  to  be  good  at  another ; 
Simcoe  Street,  John  Street,  and  one  of  the  reports  includes  I'etor  Sroet. 

Mr.  'ihomson 'I'he   present   report  oontem[)lates  closing  both  John  and 

Peter  Streets  ;  that  <loes  not  show  that  John  Street  is  open. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson Well,  if  you  are  going  to  let  the  Grand  Trunk  have  the 

street,  to  close  it  if  they  like,  or  use  it  for  iheir  own  purposes,  that  is  one 
thing  ;  but  it  is  not  so  stated  in  the  rej)orts. 

Mr.  Thomson That  was  the  intention.    The  idea  of  that  report  was  that 

those  streets  which  the  Grand  Trunk  is  now  bound  to  keep  open,  another 
obligation  which  we  think  they  are  not  fulfilling,  that  we  would  forego  the 
right  to  have  open. 

Sir  .Joseph  IFickson.  — Now,  I  >\o  not  see  any  way,  supposing  abundant  room 
could  be  provided,  I  don't  know  where  it  could  i)e  provided  except  ai.  a, 
great  distance  away,  and  it  must  be  obvious  to  any  person  who  knows  any 
thing  about  handling  that  if  you  take  it  to  Queen  Strt^et  and  the  Northern 
yard  you  enormously  increase  the  co  t  of  handling  to  us,  which  is  to  us  an 
important  matter,  and  would  be  to  some  of  those  who  are  jtdvocating  this 
scheme ;  I  think  a  portion  of  that  traffic  would  be  driven  to  the  wa^er  front. 

Mr.  Thomso  1 1  understand  that  the  freight  delivered  along  the  Esplanade 

is  almost  exclusively  heavy  freight,  of  which  the  consignees  do  the  carting 
themselves  ;  at  any  rate  it  is  not  freight  that  the  railway  company  dots  the 
carting  of. 

Sir  Joseph  llickson Well,  there  is  a  great  tleal  we  do  c     ".ing  for,  but  at 

any  rate  the  consignees  would  coinplam,  and  have  to  be  met  in  some  way  if 
they  do  extra  cartage.  ..        ^ 

Mr.  Thomson I^  is  very  strange  that  these  ate  the  men  who  are  most 

strongly  urging  this  matter. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson I  can  quite  agree  with  that;  they  are  confident  of 

their  power  lo  make  the  railway  company  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Wragge 1  understand  they  are  all  oppo-sed  to  it. 

Mr.  Thomson Is  it  not  true   that  the  freight  you  deliver  is  freight,  the 

cartir.g  of  which  is  done  by  the  consignees,  and  that  the  freight  you  cart  y  u 
cart  Irom  your  yards  ? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson That  does  not  aifect  the  qu6Si,ion.     If  a  merchant  can 

get  his  freight  delivered  near  his  place  of  business  he  is  not  going  to  pay  tha 
same  price  for  it  if  delivered  a  mile  or  two  back. 

Mr.  Thomson It  does  not  need  to  bo  a  mile  or  two   back.     Suppose  it  is 

delivered  along  these  sidings  j  you  have  an  enormous  space  still  west  of 
York  Street.     If  a  man  does  his  own  carting  it  is  not  a  very  serious  matter 
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^ing  ::r   "^"'^  '^  ^  "^'"'"^  ^"'^  ^'-'^  -  ^-'  '"'""t.s   lege.,  in 
Sir  -rosoph  ITick.on._[  .lo  not  think  ther.^  is  a  day  of  n  v  MV  f  .ni  not  con 

van  ilornp  s  experienop  is  precisely  the  same. 

l«n„M,  ,  r  the  City  „,  ,t  doe,  in   this  case  ;   I  ,„<,„„  i„  „  <,i,y,     ,  ,.,„   „     , 

"::;;:'„::;:;''■  *"  '■•"■  •"  '"-'"■"«"-'  ^ " ""--'  eo-;..e':  ■,;;;';: 

Sir  Joseph  IIiol<,o„._Well,  ,t  „   sorvo  I    i„   another  „„v      In    Ifonti-eal 
there  .„  „„„.h„,,  of  »„„,  in  the  s„„„es  ,.,„„,,i,,e  the  oa,„l        ?  n" 

"::;,:::':::';::::: ::;.°" ""  --"■  -■'  '•■»  ''^'"«'  >™ "-«. »-"  -"-« 

Mr.  Thomson.—Th.t  is  for  inins  shi].m..r,t. 

Sir  Joseph    llicl<s„„._V,.,   ,„,.„„  ,„^,„  ,„„,,|;^ ents  ,  an,;  then,  w,.  r„„ 

Sir  .Joseph  Hickson  -Warehonses  of  all  kinds,  oo.l,  stone  and  lu.nber. 
Mr.  Thomson—The  coal  an,l  lu:nber  is  all  ,It.livored  fro.n  the  yards  - 
Mr.  Wragge.— I  think  you  are  mistaken  about  that. 

Mr.  Thomson—Perhap.  we  do  not  understand  each  ,^ther.  What  w«  are 
specially  anxious  about  is  that  ,he  tracks  should  be  elevated  from  this 
piece  in  front  of  the  very  centre  of  the  City  ;  that  is  to  say.  from  York  to 
Yonge  .street,  or  Scott  Street;  it  is  a  separate  question  whether  the  tracks 
ure  to  be  taken  off  from  that  east  to  Berkeley  Street. 

Mr  Wragge.  The  coal  we  are  now  delivering  t.  Elia.s  Rogers  and  the 
Ontario  LoaJ  Company,  which  are  both  on  the  other  side  of  ScoU  Street  we 
we  would  have  to  take.  fii.t  of  all,  ail  the  way  to  Logan  Avenue/and  then 
to  l,rmg  It  back  again,  and  we  could  not  do  that  for  anything  like  the  same 
money  we  deliver  it  for  now. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson  _Mr.  Wellington  evidently  saw  the  difficulty  about 
moving  these  tracks,  for  he  suggested  it  should  be  got  over  by  havin-  heavy 
street  car  tracks  and  shunting  by  horses,  or  engines  at  night,  showin-.  that 
he  appreciated  tjie  difficulty  and  the  value  of  that  to  the  community  and 
the  railway  company. 

Mr,  Thomson.-At  the  same  time  Mr    Wellington  spoke  of  that  as  a  very 
back-woods  way  of  doing  business. 

<Sir  Joseph  Hickson.-  In  that  I  beg  to  differ  entirely  from  Mr.  Wellington. 
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Mr.  Wellington — Is  there  any  other  city  where  it  is  done. 

Sir  Joseph  Uickson. —  There  ia  probably  no  other  city  similarly  situated, 
where  the  railways  are  forced  right  along  in  front  of  the  city.  That  i8  the 
difficulty  to  (lay,  the  business  plices  have  grown  up  along  the  railway; 
other  plaues  have  to  be  conn-cted  wioh  the  railways  bv  sidings,  which  we 
apend  thousands  of  dollars  every  y^^ar  in  putting  in;  ev  ry  mill  and  lumber 
yard  wants  to  have  a  track  right  to  its  door. 

Mr.  Wellington In  my  consideration  of  this  subject  I  h.ive  fully  recognized 

that  necessity. 

Mr.  Hickson — Yes,  you  evidently  recognized  it,  but  I  do  not  think  your 
method  of  meeting  it  is  a  very  efficient  one.  (Jf  course  it  is  a  point  upon 
which  doctors  differ. 

Mr.  Ivingsmill.  — Woai.l  not  the  scheme  Messrs.  Wellington,  (izowski  and 
Shanly  propose  do  away  .vith  the  difficulties  of  the  wh^le  scheme  ? 

Hir  Joseph   Hickson Th  'y  only   modify  it.     If  I  re.nemb.3r  right,  Messrs. 

Gzowski  and  .Shanly  were  to  le  ive  the  tracks  up  to  (^hu-c'i  -Street,. 

Mr.  Kingsmill Yes,   give   you   a   level    track   except   betweeii    York  and 

Church  Street,  and  they  left  your  present  yard  almost  untouched  with  tlie 
exception  of  a  very  small  piece  between  York  and  Simcoe  Streets,  a  little 
pifce  that  you  own  there. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson I  quite  understand  what  you  mean  here. 

Mr.  King.-mill The  City  Coun(!il  by  resolution  did  not  commit  themselves 

to  any  particular  plan,  but  merely  to  the  principle  that  they  wanted  a 
viaduct  established.  Now,  the  question  will  be  whether  the  <'anadian 
Pacific  would  accede  to  the  viaduct  plan  ;  if  so,  what  modifications  would  be 
required  in  the  plans  at  present  before  them,  either  Mr.  Wellington's  plan 
or  Mr.  Armstrong's. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Now,  Mr.  Kingsmill,  I  tried  to  put  the  thing  in  a  nut- 
shell this  morning  by  asking  what  the  City  was  prepared  to  do  financially. 
All  the  proposals  are  based  on  the  theory  that  a  passenger  station  should  be 
provided,  and  the  railway  companies  i)ay  rent  for  it,  and  th«  rent,  I  suppose, 
would  include  the  rent  of  the  viaduct  also.    Am  1  right  in  ifiat? 

Mr.  Thomson — The  final  report,  with  which  we  are  dealing,  simply  leaves 
for  after  consideration  the  whole  financial  question,  which  1  think  tlie  Com- 
mittee is  unanimously  of  opinion  is  the  jn-oper  way.  We  should  first 
know  what  the  City  and  the  railway  companies  can  do  to  bpst  solve  this 
question,  and  then  comes  the  question  of  the  proportion  which  they  ought 
to  provide  of  these  facilities,  and  that  ia  a  matter  with,reference  to  which  it, 
may  be  necessary  to  call  m  independent  parties. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — When  you  speak  of  the  proportions  in  which  they 
shoul''  provide  these  facilities,  would  you  ask  the  Grand  Trunk  to  provide 
these  facilities  elsewhere  and  to  pay  you  for  providing  this  viaduct  ? 
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Mr.  Thomson — You  agsnme  that ;  we  have  not  saiil  a  word  in  that  report 
we  are  deilirg  with  about  tht>  financial  part  of  the  scheme  at  all.  The  only 
report  which  touches  the  financial  part  is  Mr.  Wellington's,  in  which  he 
suggests  that  the  City  should  find  the  money,  and  that  the  rent  charged 
should  be  borne  in  equal  parts  by  the  City  and  the  railway  companiea.  The 
other  repoits  are  silent  on  the  financial  aspect;  the  thing  to-day  was  to 
solve  the  mechanical  question;  you  must  not  assume  because  we  are  silent 
on  the  financial  question 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Well,  I  will  not  assume.  But  admitting  that  this 
thing  can  be  carrie<l  out,  the  City  has  to  consider  whether  it  is  prepared  to 
pay  interest  on  the  money  required  to  provide  this  viaduct  and  station,  and 
to  pay  the  Giand  Trunk,  if  modified  bv  the  change  you  made,  *150,(X)0  or 
$■-'00,000  a  year.    Now,  that  is  the  way  I  put  it. 

The  Mayor. -Pay  the  money  for  the  viaduct  and  pay  you  as  'veil  ? 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson — Yes;  we  have  a  largo  amount  of  facilities  to  provide. 
You  m.'iy  laugh,  gentlemen,  but  T  think  I  can 

'I'he  Mayor Of  course  the  City  cannot  speak  as  to  what  it  will  do. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.— I  cannot  put  the  matter  any  more  tersely.  That  is 
what  the  City  would  hive  to  consider. 

Vhe  Mayor We  want  to  know  what  the  cost  of  this  viaduct  is  to  be,  and, 

as  Mr.  'I'homson  has  said,  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  decide  what  is  the  best 
way  of  settling  this  Esplanade  question. 

Mr.  Thomson — It  would  be  a  misapprehension  entirely  on  the  part  of  the 
railway  representatives  to  suppose  that  we  came  here  with  a  scheme  we 
supposed  was  final.  We  ar^*  poorer  judges  of  this  problem  than  the  railway 
com})anies  are,  but  after  all  we  have  this  interest  in  it,  that  we  are  likely  to 
have  to  pay  something  to  get  it  into  shape,  imd  we  felt  bound  to  give  you 
some  opinion  of  it.  The  idea  of  getting  the  railway  representatives  to  meet 
us  was  this:  can  we  agree  upon  the  principle  of  elevating  the  railways,  and 
if  so,  then  can  we  work  out  the  details,  what  is  the  best  way ;  that  is  our 
thought,  not  that  we  come  to  you  and  say :  "  Here,  we  want  you  to  accept 
this  scheme."  We  know  that  you  have  special  knowledge  of  tliia  whole 
problem,  and  we  want  your  co-operation. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.-  I  should  be  very  gla^l  indeed  if  it  could  be  elevated 
out  of  the  position  in  which  it  is,  and  never  more  be  a  subject  of  discussion  ; 
it  is  the  most  wearisome  and  tiresome  thing  I  have  to  do  with.  1  have 
never  been  free  from  discussion  about  the  Ksplanade  for  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  I  have  managed  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 

Mr.  Thomson.  — It  would  be  worth  something,  then,  to  the  Grand  Trunk 
Kailway  to  have  it  disposed  of. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson  — It  would  be  to  me  personally  ;  it  has  been  a  burning 
question  for  twenty  or  thirty  years. 
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Mr.  Thomson — And  of  course  tlif"  growth  of  the  City  has  made  the  problem 
more  difficult  to  solve. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson.— Now,  I  hnv»^  spoken  from  the  point  of  the  Committee, 
because  I  supposed  that  was  the  one  the  City  Council  had  under  considera- 
tion, a  id  liad  partially  accepted.  But  it  does  not  differ  so  very  much  from 
the  others  us  to  make  it  material,  it  would  only  lead  to  modification.  I  have 
«^xpressed  my  opinion  about  it.  I  I)elieve  the  viaduct  system  would  not  be 
satisfactory  to  the  City,  it  wouhl  prove  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  mercantile 
community,  and  that  it  cannot  be  erected  at  great  extra  cost  to  the  railways, 
and  therefore  in  souie  meisure  to  the  public. 

'I'he  Mayor — So  far  as  the  objection  from  the  commercial  standpoint  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  the  representative  merchants  of  the  City  of  Toronto  approv- 
ing this  (-cheme. 

Sir  Joseph  Tlickson — I  would  lik**  to  answer  that  by  saying  that  eighteen 
months  or  i  svo  years  ago  I  met  three  or  four  representatives  of  this  City  who 
had  a  very  decided  opinion  that  it  was  the  right  thing  to  have  railway  facili- 
ties on  the  other  side  of  the  Esplanade,  and  I  found  out  afterwards  that  they 
did  not  represent  the  mercantile  community. 

TI_.  ivfayoi' — Th<_  position  of  afiaii-s  now  is  briefly  this:  The  members  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  if  their  views  are  reflected,  as  I  am  sure 
they  are,  by  the  gentlemen  here,  and  the  members  of  the  Citizens'  Associa- 
tion, believe  the  construction  of  a  viaduct  would  be  a  more  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  problem  than  biidges,  and  have  asked  eminent  authorities 
on  engineering  to  i)rovide  plans  of  a  viaduct  to  give  the  railway  companies 
tie  necessary  facilities,  and  that  can  be  constructed  at  a  reasonable  cost. 
If  the  railway  companies  will  agree  to  that  viaduct  scheme,  or  present  us 
with  some  modification  of  it,  the  people  of  Toronto  will  be  prepared  to  do  a 
great  deal  more  to  get  a  permanent  and  satisfactory  final  solution  of  this 
difficulty  than  they  would  to  arrive  at  a  partial  solution.  If  tliei-^  is  any- 
thing wrong  with  the  present  riaJuct  scheme,  if  the  estimates  of  cost  are 
ridiculously  low,  or  if  some  other  Cv)unter  proposition  were  iiiade,  the  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Citizens'  Association  and  the  City  Council  would  endeavor  to 
make  such  a  compromise  arrangement  between  this  viaduct  and  some  other 
elevated  tra'-k  plan  as  might  evemually  be  satisfactory.  Tlie  objection  to 
the  Montreal  agreement  was  baseo  largelv  upon  the  fact  that  imder  it  it  was 
held  that  Bay  and  Lome  Streets  would  be  closed.  We  did  not  so  under- 
stand it  at  Montreal ;  we  understood  that  the  level  crossings  would  be 
closed,  but  that  there  would  be  no  barricade  or  obstruction  at  the  foot  of 
Bay  or  l.orne  Streets,  and  that  this  new  Windmill  Line — 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — They  stop  at  the  south  side. 

The  Mayor — No,  we  understood  that  those  streets  would  be  crrried  out 
across  the  tracks  to  the  Bav  ;  that  the  protection  which  is  now  thrown  by 
By-law  around  the  rights  of  people  to  cross  those  tracks  at  those  streets- 
would  be  withdrawn,  but  — 
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imol,  lh.t  Iho™  "o  Id  l,»  .       , """"""»""«»  "«»>•!  bo  closed  di,l  not 

Sir  Jo„ph  niok.„„._Th„t ,  ou  must  go  through  the  yard 

The  Mayor._Xo,  take  B.,  street,  for  instance. 

Mr,  Thomson     That  is  exaet,,  what  I  to,d  ,„„,  gentlemen,  this  morn.ng. 

E',:,::,r  o-:rttr:;r:::;\r  'rr  •• '™  "■  ■  -"■'"-"  '-*  ™  "•■> 

entire  frontage  on    I.e  o,he    J      ^    ?""    "  ™  """"'<"'  '""  """  "'" 
street  were  kept  open  -"'«  °f  "'«»  street  would  he  lost  unless  the 

Mr.  Van  Horne  _y„u  don.  mean  to  he  left  open  ae.oss  the  railway  tracks  , 

Ihe  Mayor._Yes,  quite  so. 

Mr.  Van  Horne._WelI,  I  do  not  see  what  we  were  all  abont  then 

Sir  Joseph  IIickson._What  were  we  putting  up  bridges  for. 

Mr.  Van  Home.- Fourteen  or  twenty  tracks  across  that  street. 

The  Mayor._It  was  pointed  out 

Mr.  Van  frorne._It  was  put  on  the  pl»n  in  Wue  pencil. 

The  Mayor.-We  have  the  ™ap      Mr.  Sankey,  have  you  the  map. 

TheChairn....^Thereis  a  distinct  issue,  then,  as  to  the  Montreal  agree- 

r^fz;:;;^  I  tit:" '-  --''''''- '-'  ^^  '^^^^  ^-^  --^--^  ^hat 

Mr.  We!Is._That  there  would  be  a  street  through  a  railway  yard. 
The  Mayor  .^It  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Van  i^Iorne  thfif  .!,«      i       , 

:=*rezreir,— ::  '^  -•-»"-.= r:i 

Mr.  Van  Horne._When  Ihey  cea.e,l  ,o  have  the  protection  of  the  law 

w»;r:"c7tL°rna:rf;r3„tr"  - "'"—-« «■«  ->" 

The  Mayor.- 1  have  never  seen  the  plan. 

Mr  We]ls._It  is  a  railway  ya-d,and  would  be  full  of  tracks  •  it  w«,  r..  r    ., 
understood,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  it  was  to  be  a  railway  yard        '  ''""''' 

The  Mayor.- 1  never  understood  it  so,  Sir. 


1^1 
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Mr.  Wpils — You  agreed  to  spll  uh  jtrojx'rty  down  tliere  \>y  that  very  agree- 
nient  for  the  yard,  and  the  scale  upon  which  the  })rioe  was  tr  be  fixed. 

Sir  .Tosopli  Ilicksnn.-Mr.  Van  Home.  I  have  never  spoken  to  you  about  the 
control  of  the  passenger  station.  Are  you  willing  to  have  a  trust  controlling 
our  jKussen/jer  stiition  ? 

The  rhniruian.— r  would  like  to  ask  »  question  in  regard  to  that;  that  is 
wh-  ther  you  believe  in  (lie  principle  of  a  Union  Passenger  Station  for  the 
<;ity  of  Toronto^  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  ? 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne — I  believe  in  it  if  it  is  where  it  is  practicable. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Yes,  where  you  can  get  to  it  over  reasonable  streets. 
I  think  for  a  City  like  Toionto  it  is  vi^vy  much  mote  important  to  have  » 
Luge  number  ol  stations  than  to  have  a  Utiion  Station  ;  what  you  want  to  do 
is  to  give  accommodation  at  as  many  i)oints  as  possible. 

The  Mayor — Would  not  it  be  an  advantage  if  the  principal  station  were  » 
Union  Station? 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Yes,  for  getting  from  one  company  to  another,  but  it 
is  also  very  nice  to  get  on  the  train  near  your  house,  at  which  a  certain 
number  of  trains  stop,  and  at  which  all  the  suburban  trains  stop.  When' 
the  belt  line  is  built  you  will  have  a  suburban  service,  and  Mr.  Van  Ilorne 
will  no  doubt  provide  a  suburban  service  v/hen  he  gets  his  line  completed^ 
Kow,  that  is  an  important  thing ;  I  do  not  quite  see  how  you  are  going  to- 
provide  for  that  belt  railway  under  this  scheme,  but  that  can  be  discuss<^d 
by  the  engineer.  The  principal  question  is  one  of  cost,  and — I  may  be  singu* 
lar— 1  venture  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the  scheme  would  prove  satisfactory. 

The  Chairman — In  your  letter,  Mr.  Van  Home,  1  think  you  stated  that  the 
viaduct  }jer  se  was  not  a  bad  thing  ;  have  you  anything  additional  to  say  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home — It  is  not  a  bad  thinjt  if  there  is  traffic  enough  to  justify  it,, 
and  if  the  situation  were  favorable  for  it;    but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  an 
mfiniiely  cheai^er  method,  not  costing  five  per  cent,  of  that_we  will  say  ten  "" 
per  cent,  to  make  it  all  right — would  answer  every  practical  purpose.     I  do 
not  think  there  would  be  any  justification  for  paying  the  other  ninety  per' 
cent,  for  the  viaduct. 

Mr.  Wells — Here  is  what  I  was  looking  for  a  few  moments  ago.  "  At  the- 
expiration  of  the  current  leases  given  by  the  City  of  the  property  lying  souiH 
of  the  Esplanade  between  York  and  Simcoe  Streets,  except  that  which  is- 
held  by  the  G.  T.  R  ,  tho  C.  P.  11.  agrees  to  lease  or  purchase  the  said  property 
from  the  City,  and  the  City  agrees  to  sell  the  same  to  the  C.  P.  R.  at  a  price 
.0  bfe  fixed  by  agreement  or  by  arbitration  under  the  Railway  Act,  or  to  lease 
the  same  to  ^he  C.P.  R.  for  the  balance  of  a  term  of  twenty  one  years  from 
this  date,  deducting  the  unexpired  term  of  the  current  ler.ses,  at  such  rental 
per  foot  per  annum  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  or  fixed  by  arbitration  with  the 
G.  T.  R.  upon  the  renewal  for  twenty-one  years  from  this  date  of  the  current 
lease  to  the  G.  T.  K.  of  the  westerly  lO.'j  feet  more  or  loss  of  said  prox)erty, 
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wliich  1ru»o  tho  G.T.  R.  agroes  to  aumMuliu-  fortliwi'h  for  r.^»n?Wjvl."  The 
reason  that  was  put  in  was  this  :  we  oame  to  thr»  conclusinn  tliat  Mo^firrich 
had  no  right  to  lonow,  iind  th«'  City  agreed  to  sell  the  projx'rty  between 
York  and  Simcoo  upor  tlie  exi)iration  of  that  lease.  At  that  time,  188S,  we 
had  the  clear  leasehold  interest  between  York  and  Yongo,  and  the  only 
purpose  in  acquiring  that  property  was  for  station  purposes,  ami  therefore 
at  that  time  we  intended  to  aoq\iire  the  whole  property  between  Yonge 
Street  and  Simcoe  Sti'cet,  ior  the  purpose  of  a  station. 

Ihe  Mayor — We  understood  that  the  primary  object  we  had  in  view  in 
endeavoring  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  railways  at  ^fontreal  was  to 
give  the  ('.'uiadian  Pac'.tio  equal  facilities  all  along  the  Esiilanailo  with  the 
On  •  I  Trunk  ;  and  it  was  ab-olutely  essential  that  the  ( !.  P.  11.  should  acquire 
that  piece  between  York  and  Simcoe  to  enable  ihem  to  get  into  the  Credit 
Valley  Railway  projjerty  west  of  Simcoe  Street.  But  tho  idea  that  York 
Street,  Bay  Street  and  Lome  Street  sliould  be  sealed  up  by  tracks  innumer- 
•able  never  entoretj  the  mind  of  any  layman  pr-escnt. 

Mr.  "Wells Surely  it  was  well  settled  that  our  yard  Avould  be  there. 

The  Mayor. —  I  understand,  Sir,  that  the  plan  of  your  principal  improvements 
had  been  tiled  or  left  witli  my  predecessor  in  his  offices  for  two  weeks,  but 
I  never  saw  it.        ^^  •  '-  : 

Mr.  Wells — But  we  hail  acquired  the  property. 

The  Mayor.— Yes,  but  not  to  close  Bay  Street  and  Lome  Street;  we  never 
•so  understood  it.  Is  it  a  fac  or  not  that  you  prepared  thet-e  plans  showing 
these  bridges  spanning  the  space  between  Front  Street  and  the  new  wind- 
mill bne,  and  that  plan  «as  handed  in  to  the  City  and  approved  of? 

Mr.  Van  Home It  was  not  offically  approved  of ;  it  was  submitted  to  your 

predecessor.  ',•        -.,,•-    .    ,    ,'„y '',;('. ...i      ;■'  ■',-■■■:■ 

The  Mayor. — You  see  we  are  in  entire  ignorance  of  these  things. 

Mr.  Wells Tlie  whole  yard  was  published  in  the  Telegram  at  the  time. 

The  Chairman As  there  is  a  definite  issue  between  you  and  the  Mayor — 

'  The  Mayor No.  but  these  plans  were  never  known  to  exist  by  the  Solicitor 

or  myself.      '-■■■■■        •  .^ 

Mr  Van  Horne 'i'hey  were  exhibited  in  the  City  Hall  here  for  weeks. 

,  !.*,•.  Wells They  were  published  in  the  Telegram.  ■:  :;'»•'  ^   r: 

The  Mayor So  I  heard,  but  I  have  never  seen  them  yet.     But  if  the  viaduct 

scheme  presents  to  the  railway  companies  innumerab'.e  objections,  and  is 
found  to  be  a  scheme  that  cannot  be  ^worked,  that  has  not  yet  been  made 
plain  to  us.  If  it  is  a  scheme  which  can  be  worked  with  modifications,  is  it 
possible  to  ascertain  what  those  modifications  are,  so  as  to  ascertain  what 
the  cost  will  be.  ,.„._^,,-^ 

Mr.  Wells—The  only  modification  suggest.^d,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  is  this 
ramp  down  trom— what  street  is  it '/ 
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The  Mayor.  —Laymen  do  not  know  much  about  raiups. 

Mr.  Wella Off  the  viaduct. 

The  Mayor Tho  public  gpneraliy  object  to  having  the  lending  streets  down 

to  tho  bay  closed,  and  if  railway  labilities  can  be  given  to  the  <>.  T.  li.  and 
the  C.  P.  K  to  come  in  on  the  viaduct,  we  are  prepared  to  go  a  long  way  in 
the  cons'truction  of  that.  If  the  three  schemes  presented,  Mr.  Gzovvski's, 
Mr. Wellington's  and  the  Citizens'  Association  schemes,  are  objectionable,  we 
would  like  the  objections  pointed  out,  and  what  modifications  would  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  railway  companies,  and  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  the  modified  scheme,  so  that  we  can  ascertain  what  the 
people  of  Toronto  will  pay  towards  solvin  ,'  the  dilHculty.  I  believed  the 
solution  of  the  problem  we  attempted  to  make  in  Montreal  was  at  the  time 
the  best  solution  that  could  be  made  ;  the  public  did  not  then  take  such  an 
interest  in  tho  Ksjilanade  question  as  they  do  now.  If  we  had  come  back 
from  Montreal  with  a  scheme  involving  tho  spending  of  money  on  the  part 
of  the  City,  to  build  a  viaduct,  the  (,'omnnttee  would  have  stood  a  good 
chance  of  being  sent  up  to  the  asylum  ;  but  there  are  strong  objections  to 
any  plan  that  will  close  atiy  of  the  street;  the  people  want  access  on  the 
level,  without  crossing  tracks,  to  the  lake  front.  Now,  if  they  are  prepared 
to  pay  for  that,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  the  railways  a  plan  that  will 
be  satisfactory  to  them,  why  not  adoj)t  it  and  drop  the  Montreal  agreement. 
If  these  sketches  are  not  suitable,  will  you  give  us  some  sketches  of  a  via- 
duct that  will  be  suitable,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  and  we  will  see  what 
we  can  do.  •• 

Mr.  Van  Home. — I  have  given  much  'ime  and  thought  to  this  particular 
matter  for  some  time  back.  I  think  I  have  put  in  a  good  share  of  every  day 
thinking  about  it,  and  I  must  say  that  1  think  the  viaduct  scheme  as  sug- 
gested is  entirely  impracticable,  absolutely  impractable,  and  1  am  unable  to 
suggest  any  modification  to  it  that  would  make  it  practicable,  though  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  consider  any  modification  anyone  has  to  suggest ;  but 
it  would  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the  C.  P.  11.  as  it  stands,  and  it  would  be 
enormously  expensive.  I  am  willing  to  stake  any  reputation  I  may  have 
that  the  structural  work  ot  the  viaduct,  including  the  station,  will  cost  more 
than  the  estimate  I  made  in  my  letter  to  His  Worsliip  the  Mayor.  I  have 
been  all  over  the  details  since,  and  have  discovered  items  amounting  to  one  or 
two  hundred  thousand  dollo  s  to  be  added  on  yet.  Our  engineers  have  had 
a  vast  amount  of  experience  in  this  particular  class  of  work  during  the  last 
five  years  or  seven  years ;  we  have  carried  on  more  work  than  all  tho  other 
railways  in  Canaila  combined  in  that  tiir.^^,  and  we  know  what  that  kind  of 
work  costs.  We  have  been  carrying  out  similar  works  in  Montreal,  carry- 
ing on  a  vast  amount  of  bridge  work  ail  over  the  country,  and  we  have  had 
.some  Very  bitter  experiences  in  land  damages.  The  estimate  of  cost  and 
damages  growing  out  of  such  a  plan  as  this,  just  those  that  appear  on  the 
surface,  and  whi-^h  we  can  estimate  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  figure  up 
close  to  five  millions'of  dollars,  saying  nothing  about  any  compensation  to 
the  G.  T.  K.    Surely  nobody  will  venture  to  say  that  that  vast  amount  of 
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money,  tnat  the  ^xpenditurn  ot  tliat  would  ho  jiistitiable  for— what  ?  As 
nearly  an  I  could  got  at  it  this  morning,  it  resolvos'itsolf  down  to  the  trafHc 
tluit  wonld  1)0  concentrated  on  Yon^'e  Street,  that  is  ahont  all,  hocausn  «h 
far  as  the  control  of  the  water  front  is  concerned,  as  I  have  stated  repeateiUy 
the  Company  is  willing  to  surrender  that  to  the  City  on  any  fair  and  reason- 
able terms. 

The  Mayor. — The  City  controls  it  now. 

Mr.  Van  Home We  haave  a  pretty  good  hold  on  it  now. 

Mr.  Thomson — Ii  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  get  that  water  front. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson — Is  not  it  the  water  front  that  the  City  wants? 

Mr.  Thomson.  -Yes. 

I^ir  Joseph  Ilickson. — Well,  is  not  that  a  step  in  the  direction  of  the  citizens' 
^wishes  7 

Mr.  Wolls  — No  ;  it  is  only  received  with  a  sneer. 

Sir  Jo9ej)h  Ilickson — It  seems  to  me  that  is  one  of  the  important  things  you 
want  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  Thomson — What  we  say  to  that  is  that  the  C.  1'.  K.  have  not  got  the 
•control, 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Whatever  our  equities  are,  we  are  willing  to  submit  the 
question  and  lot  the  City  have  it  on  any  fair  and  reasonable  terms. 

The  Mayor — You  say,  -'The  items  that  I  have  been  able  to  estimate  with 
some  degree  of  certainty  aggregate  nearly  $G,0()(),000,  and  those  for  which 
there  is  no  definite  basis  for  an  estimate  cannot  safely  be  assumed  at  less 
than  ?.'^,(Jt)0.0('0,  and  therefore  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  cost  of  the 
viaduct  scheme  with  four  tracks  throughout,  together  with  the  supplemen- 
tary works  involved,  and  a  suitable  |)assenger  station,  will  be,  if  it  can  be 
carried  out|  at  all,  from  seven  to  ten  million  dollars,  on  which  the  annual 
charge  for  interest  will  be  from  $;>()(l,(IOO  to  $400,(i()0,  and  in  my  estimates  I 
have  not  considered  tho  large  expense  that  would  be  incurred  by  the  City 
in  making  the  park  between  York  and  Scott  Streets,  as  recommerided  in  the 
report."  Now,  do  you  still  adiiere  to  those  figures,  that  a  four-track  viaduct 
and  the  supplementary  damages  .would  cost  from  seven  to  ten  millions  of 
dollars  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Yes.  When  you  are  dealing  with  a  question  of  this  kind 
three  or  four  million  dollars  is  noth..ig. 

The  Mayor Well,  gentlemen,  a  layman  like  myself  cannot  reconcile  the 

statements  made  by  the  engineers  representing  the  City  with  that. 

Mr.  Van  Home Well,  Your  Worship,  I  would  not  for  the  world  say  any- 
thing at^all  ri'Hecting  on  the  engineers,  of  whof  1  have  the  highe.st  ideas, 
but  engiueeis' estimates  are  like  architects' esti.  lates,  proverbial.  Anyone 
who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  any  large  works,  as  to  how  they  come  out 
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Hn  nomiiarod  with  tlio  PHtirn;ifcH,  kiwtws  tlnit.  Wo  Imvo  not  over  boon  8f> 
fortiiiiato  as  to  liave  any  work  (lou(»  witliin  tin*  oatiiiinte  that  I  know  of.  In 
the  caHf'H  of  Mr.  r«terBon  and  Mr.  Jennings  wo  have  hal  closer  oHtimatos 
tlian  in  tli(^  (:aH<t  of  any  otiicr  cn/incfiH  ;  Mr.  .lenningH*  ifccnt  worlc  for  uh 
in  Ontario  has  been  woiulcMliilly  clortc,  hut  no  suoh  comphcatod  quoHtionsas 
thig  have  wntored  into  hi»  cHtiiuutos.  Tho  quoMtion  of  building  a  railway 
from  point  to  point  in  almost  roihuuMl  to  tho  coat  of  right  of  way  ;  afier  that 
is  doiio  it  is  a  siniplo  luatttM*.  ]5ut  tho  qiiostion  of  putting  in  suoh  a  ''iaduot 
as  this,  with  all  th.<  incidentals  growing  out  ol  it,  is  souiothing  boyond  the 
power  of  any  human  mind  to  liguro  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  and  in  any 
work  of  that  kind  with  which  1  have  had  anything  to  do — and  1  have  had  to 
do  with  hundreds  ot  onginoors,  some  of  them  very  eminent  one.;  too— I  have 
always  found  tha',  the  work  cos  I  from  lil'ty  per  cent,  to  three  and  four  hun- 
dred per  cent,  more  than  the  estimates.  I  base  my  estimates  on  this  viaduot 
Bchemo,  as  f  un<lerHtand  it  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  Ifarn  about  it,  on 
our  own  recent  experietK-c,  and  I  stal<<',  us  I  sai  i  lul'ore,  any  reputation 
1  have,  tliat.  the  structural  work  oi  this  viaduct  and  station  cannot  be  carrietJ 
out  for  less  than  iii'4,7()0,(i(«),  and  I  doubt  very  much  if  for  a  uidlion  more  ;  at 
any  rale,  1  will  stand  to  five  millions  of  dollars  for  the  structural  work,  and 
as  for  land  dainag'-a  and  incidental-,  .n  I  said  before,  millions  do  not  go  very 
far.  We  found  that  out  in  going  into  Montreal;  we  ihought  we  had  a  ■ 
simple  question  ti.gre,  and  it  nearly  ruined  ub  ;  if  the  Canadian  Pacifii 
not  been  a  pretty  healthy  concern,  naturally  we  would  have  hud  to  suspemi 
work. 

Mr.  Wellington I  do  not  claim,  Mr,  Chairman,  to  be  able  to  make  any 

more  exact  estimates  than  any  other  engineer ;  I  thinK  I  can  come  as  near 
i\a  Mr.  Van  Ilorne ;  but  in  view  of  what  he  has  said,  I  woulil  like  to  put  two 
or  three  plain  facts.  I'he  work  is  not  a  coin[dex  affair;  it  consists  in  build- 
ing a  union  station  and,  >'penkiag  in  round  figures,  a  mile  and  a  half  of  iwo- 
track  or  four-track  viaduct,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne. — Nothing  short  of  four  tracks  over  the  Don  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  C.  P.  K.  i  ,' v 

Mr.  Thom-son There  is  no  viaduct  proposed  on  the  Don. 

■_,■■■'    '•  ) ,  . 
Mr.  Wellington. — I  did  not  estimate  on  the  Don  at  all.  *=     : 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — You  estimated  to  cairy  your  track  over  the  Don? 

Mr.  Wellington So  far  as  the  G.  T.  R.  is  concerned. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson. — Is  not  that  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half? 
Mr.  Wellington. —  i'hat  is  mere  elevating  ot  the  track.   I  ,<as  about  to  say  there 
is  no  doubt  at  all  that  you  can  build  a  very  respectable  Union  Station  for 
ijioUOjOUU,  and  taking  that  from  Mr.  Van  Home  it  leaves  some  $o,000,0()()  for 
constructing  a  mile  and  a  half  of  viaduct. 

Mr.  Van  Home. — Four  million.  __^i,_i..:ii, 

Mr.  Wellington. — Well,  it  ought  to  be,  it  seems  to  me,  sufficient  to  say  in 
the  first  place  that  the  double  track  viaduct  of  New  York  City  was  actually 
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built  for  ifiriOjOOO  j(or  tuilo,  iiritl  tlmt  tlio  Ponn  sylvan  in  Huilroftd  have  re- 
cently contracted  for  h  uiHh  and  a  Imlf  of  four-track  vitt<luct  in  Jersey  City 
for  HOHu»  smn  tuidf»r  $l,2()(i,()(i(»  'I'lio  Now  York  elevated  niihvayH  [  r«- 
roferrod  to  wimo  ot  courso  somewhat  li^rhter. 

.Mr.  Van  Ilorno.  — I  know  Momothing  about  what  they  cost. 

Mr.  Wellinjiton — Well,  tlio  contractors  made  n  profit  out  of  tlioni.  Now 
if  anyone  can  e.xplain  to  me  liow  a  viiiduct  that  only  oo.sts  *S(»0/l()()  a  mile  in 
Jersey  City  should  cost  S<4,(MM>,(M»()  in  'i'pi''^"t"t  1  shouhl  like  to  hear  it.  And 
it  was  huilt  in  many  ways  m  an  cxtravaj^'ant  manufr;  I  don't  know 
wlif'thcr  in  (juito  so  extravagant  a  maiuior  as  Mr.  Jennings  and  Mr.  i'titer- 
son  have  estimated  on  for  Toronto. 

Mr  Van  Home, — I  had  occasion  only  two  years  ago  to  make  a  thor  u^i^h  ex- 
amination of  the  Second  Avenue  Railway,  and  in  that  connoc'ion  I  got  a 
j.'ood  deal  of  iiifonuatinn  about  it,  and  it  wns  a  very  expensive  piece  of  work 
as  it  slniul  the  ''ompany.  I5iit  s<'(>  li<'re  is  7,M3i)  f<>et  of  toui-tracic  steel  via- 
fluct  on  a  direct  lino,  and  tlien  there  is  a  north  arm  of  four-track  viaduct 
there;  I  estimate  that;  tlioro  ia  no  use  in  discussing  aiiytliing  less  than 
that  running  up  to  I'Jistern  .enue;  there  will  he  no  two  track  about  it 
unless  you  get  over  the  Don 

Mr.  Blain.— Why  ? 

Mr.  Van  Florne Wo  couldnot  bo  served.     No  practical  tratllo  man  would 

ever  propose  thiit  for  the  volume  of  traffic  passing  through  Toronto ;  it  is 
)dl  well  enough  in  theory,  if  you  distribute  your  trafDo  over  the  whole 
twenty-fonr  hour--. 

Mr.  Thomson There  aro  pl.aces  where  they  handle  as  much  traffic  in. one 

hour  as  here  in  the  twenty-four. 

Mr.  Van  Iforne.— What  kind  of  traffic  is  it?  '  _^ 

The  Chairman.-  Freight  and  passenger. 

Mr.  Wells There  is  not  so  much  difference,  Mr.  Wellington,  between  your 

estimate  and  ours  as  to  the  cost  of  the  viaduct ;  many  other  things  go  to 
swell  up  the  cost ;  your  es'imate  is  §160  per  lineal  foot  as  against  our  !f206. 

Mr.  Wellington. — The  difference  between  160  and  206  is  a  very  material 
difference. 

Mr.  Wells. — If  you  add  the  advance  in  iron  you  will  lind  it  is  not  so  very 
material. 

Mr.  Wellington Since  the  qirestion  has  come  up  I  bog  to  say,  with  all  re- 
spect to  the  engineers  of  the  C. P.R.,  wliom  I  know  to  be  excellent  men, 
that  within  a  month  after  the  publication  of  my  report  the  greatest  bridge 
expert  without  exception  on  this  continent  came  into  my  ofKce  and  asked 
me  if  it  was  possible  to  obtain  a  contract  for  that  four  tra "k  via'Iuct  at  that 
figure ;  he  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to  obtain  it.  That  is  Theodore 
He  proposed  to  build  it  in  the  best  manner,  too. 
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Mr.  Peterson Was  it  a  solid  iron  floor? 

Mr.  Wellington. — 1  did  not  raise  that  question,  lliat  is  a  detail. 

Mr.  Peterson. — Would  he  put  in  masonry  ? 

Mr  Wellington — For  the  structure  romplete,  just  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Peteison. — I  saw  Mr.  Piper,  of  [the  Hamilton  Bridge  Company,  and  I 
asked  him  if  h^5  had  estimated  on  it,  and  he  said  he  had  estimated  tor  a  two 
track  viaduct,  without  floor  and  without  foundation  at  four  and  a  half  cents 
a  pound,  $7^)  a  foot ;  that  would  he  S!150  per  foot  for  the  bare  iron  without 
any  floor,  without  hallast  and  without  tics  or  tracks,  so  thatjl  thought  my 
price  of  f  250  jier  foot  was  low  in  comparison  with  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Wellington. —  1  would  like  to  put  it  before  the  (Vinmittee,  it  is  a  very 
difhcult  thing  to  get  figures  in  advance,  and  it  i»  a  very  diffeient  thing  build- 
ing a  lot  of  small  structures  from  building  a  great  structure  like  this.  I 
must  insist  that  my  estimate, was  amjile  to  cover  that  work,  and  I  am  lue- 
parecl  to  make  it  good  ;  1  can  un<iertake  to  contract  for  it  myself.  And 
would  be  glad  to  contract  for  it  myself.  I  never  figured  on  anything  but  the 
heaviest  kiml  of  locomotives  in  my  lite. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne We  figured  on  the  C.P.R.  standard  for  work  of  tliat  kind. 

Mr  Wellington. — The  consolidation  standard, 

Mr.  Van  Home Yes,  the  standard  we  adopt  in  putting  in  our  work  every- 
where. I  know  that  that  contract  cannot  l)e  done  for  thatj  I  will  back 
thftt  opinion  up  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Wehington. — May  1  suggest  a  way  ? 

Mr.  Van  Home.— Yes. 

Mr.  Wellington. — Step  righi  down  there  and  put  your  name  to  an  agree- 
ment tliht  if  it  can  be  built  for  that  it  shall  go  through. 

Mr.  Peterson. — Mr.  Wellington  must  have  left  off  the  solid  iron  floor. 

Mr.  Wellington. — I  did,  specifically,  but  I  knew  then  and  I  know  now  that  I 
have  estimated  a  sufScient  svmi  to  cover  a  flrst-class  viaduct^  four  tracks, 
solid  foundation  and  bevel  plate  floor  all  complete.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
now  I  can  get  plenty  of  men.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  enter  into  a  contract 
now  to  do  it,  and  give  the  city  $100,000  bonds  to  complete  it  for  the  money. 


Mr.  Van  Ilorne — The  bare  iron  would  cost  that,  unless  you  made  a  very 
fight  biidge. 

Mr.  Wellington I  am  talking  about  the  double  consolidation  atandard. 

Mr.  Van  Home — What  <lid  you  strain  your  iron  up  to  ? 

Mr.  Wellington — About  eight  or  ten  tliousand  pounds.  I  considered  it 
would  cover  the  draw-bridge.  I  did  not  make  any  separate  estimate  for  the- 
draw-bridge.     1  did  not  know  anything  about  the  foundation  there. 
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Mr.  'honison — It  is  fair  to  point  out  that  the  matter  of  tlraw  l.ridges  has 
nothing  to  do  with  tlie  viaduct  ;  if  the  dniw-b'.idgo  is  a  necessity  at  all  it  is 
just  ns  much  a  necessity  without  the  viudiict  as  witli  it ;  if  tliero  has  to  be  'j 
draw  brivlge  it  will  be  because  the  Don  Is  considered  navigable.  The  only 
extra  expense  chargeabh>  to  the  viaduct  scheme  is  the  dilForence  between  a 
a  ngle  deck  and  a  double  deck  draw-bridge  ;  if  it  is  necessary  with  the 
viaduct  it  is  just  as  necessary  without  it. 

Mr.  "Wells — You  forget  that  there  is  already  a  decision  that  this  is  a  legal 
bridge;  that  tiie  G.  T.  K.  bridge  over  the  Don  is  a  legal  bridge.  If  you  want 
to  take  it  away  you  have  io  do  it  by  legislation. 

Mr.  Thomson — What  I  say  is  that  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  viaduct 
question;  it  is  uKU-ely  a  question  of  whether  you  are  going  to  open  the  Don 
to  navigation.  If  you  say  that  cannot  be  opened,  you  do  not  need  any  swing 
bridge  at  the  I  ion. 

Mr.  Wells. —But  if  you  have  a  high  level  bridge  you  would  oiien  it  lo  naviga- 
lion— if  yoi:  have  a  high  level  viaduct. 

Mr.  Thoriison. — I  beg  yoru"  jjardon  ;  the  fact  of  the  via<hu't  beiner  hig^  is  no' 
going  to  help  the  navigation  ;  there  has  only  got  to  lie  a  swing  bridge  if  the 
Don  is  navigable.  I  am  astonished  ;  that  is  a  point  entir<'ly  distinct  fioiii 
the  question  of  wliether  or  not  we  are  to  have  a  viaduct.  How  can  it  be 
said  that  a  swini:  bridge  is  the  more  necessary  if  there  is  a  viaduct?  If 
anything,  it  would  be  less  necessary,  because  "vith  the  viaduct  there  would 
be  room  for  some  craft  to  pass  under  that  cannot  at  present.  The  question 
of  the  swing  bridge  is  dependent  on  whether  you  are  going  to  open  the  Don 
or  not,  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  viai'.uct. 

Mr.  Wells We  nre  only  dealing  now  with  your  own  report,  which  deals  with 

the  draw-bridge  as  part  of  the  scheme. 

Mr.  Thomson.— On  the  contrarj',  the  report  carefully  points  out  that  the 
■question  of  the  dra.w-bridge  there  depemis  u{)on  the  navigation  of  the  Don, 
and  that  the  only  expense  in  connf  ciion  with  that  bridge  properly  chargeable 
to  the  viaduct  sc!>eme  if.  the  ditft  rence  between  a^single  deck  and  a  double 
deck  draw-bridge. 

Mr.  Wells That  may  J>e  there  ;  b>u  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Mr.  Cumtniugs With  regard  to  thulG.  T.  R  bridge,   it  is  no;,  nece.ssary  for 

the  viaduct  scheme  there  should  be  any  change.  The  viaduct  scheme  can 
stop  short  of  the  Don  at  Beachcll  Street,  come  down  to  the  level  at  Beachell 
Street,  and  not  cross  the  Don  at  all ;  and  in  that  case  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  taking  in  the  Don  bridge.  What  I  mean  to  point  out  is  that 
the  who  e  of  that  part  east  ol  the  Don  can  be  cut  out. 

Mr.  Wells For  what  earthly  purj  ose  do  you  propose  to  carry  a  high  viaduct 

over  the  Don  if  you  do  not  intend  to  make  it  navigable?  Why  don't  you 
stop  at  Beachell  Street. 
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yW.  Thomson — Because  it  was  '.mfortunato  for  the  Ci.  T.  I',  to  have  to  come- 
<]own  figain,  and  for  other  reasons  it  was  thought  hetter  to  carry  it  out  to 
the  !'jvp1.  The  question  of  the  drawbridge  has  no  [more  to  do  with  it  than- 
anything  else  you  can  nanae.  ;    t,,  ;  .^  s;    ; 

Mr.  WflHng;on._  It  would  not  be  right  to  the  G.  T.  R.  to  dii>  them  down 
and  tlien  bring  them  right  up  agam, 

Mr.  Weils — Then  Mr.  ('unningham'^s  suggestion  that  you  can  stop  at 
Be.'tchell  Street  is  ineli'ective. 

Mr.  Thomson — He  suggested  that  it  could  end  there  in  order  to  render  it 
le.s8  expen.sive. 

Mr.  Wells — 1  understand  you  to  say  you  cross  the  Don  on  a  high  level  for 
other  reasons  than  the  navigation  of  the  Don? 

Mr.  Thomson — I  go  furlner  ihan  lliat ;  tlie  navigation  of  the  Don,  which  is 
that  which  is  to  deternune  whether  there  is  to  be  a  draw-bridge  or  not.  has 
}iothing  to  do  with  this  scheme. 

Mr.  Van  Horno — Now,  gentlemen,  [  am  in  search  of  information  about  this 
matt-r,  of  which  I  am  to  some   extent  ignorant.       I  would  like  to  ask  the 
engineers  wlio  made  up  the  estimate  in    the  first  place  how  much  they  esti- 
mated for  retaining  walls  between  Bathurst  Street  and  the  station. 
Mr.  Gait Eight  dollars  per  foot. 

Mr.  Thomson.—'i'he  general  report  allows  !|120,000  for  the  fonr-tracR  wen  eri> 
approach  complete. 

Mr.  Van  Home — A^.  near  as  we  can  figure  'i,  it  will  cost  a  little  over 
!j20(),(i00,  without  the  steel  bridge  on  John  Street. 

Sir  Jo-eph  Hickson.-— Is  that  your  construction,  $200,000  ? 

iMr.  Van  Home — $205,0(10  for  the  western  (approach,  retaining  wall  and 
tilling,  apart  from  the  properly  entirely,  and  then  there  is  the  John  Street, 
bridge. 

Mr.  Thomson — Tt  is  not  propo.sed  to  have  any  bridge  at  John  Street;  this- 
plan  proposed  closing  John  Street 

Sir  J.  Hiekson.-^What  plan  are  you  speakmg  of  now? 

Mr.  Thom.*on — The  final  report  of  the  Joint  Committee.  We  take  thenjthw 
second  item,  section  of  fi  eight  viaduct  south  of  station,  for  which  $6ii,(i(iO  ia 
allowed;  then  the  converging  section^'of  viaduct  tracks  from  station  to 
beginning  of  viaduct  on  Esplanade  Street,  east  of  York,  §120,000.  You 
piobably  have  that  divided  diflerently.  What  the  Committee  did  was  this  : 
we  asKed  the  engineers  to  estimate  on  the  difference  of  expense  in  that 
bridge,  with  the  viaduct  and  without  it,  and  their  figures  were  all  of  them 
below  ^r>0,0(.0,  and  we  took  the  highc-st. 

Mr  Peterson — Of  course  I  do  not  ktiow  at  what  rate  they  took  oiit  per 
P'und;  the  double  deck  train  span  would  cost  six  cents  a  pound  ;  the  M,*) 
foot  span  would  cost  four  and  a  lialf  or  four  and  three  quarters. 
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Mr.  Thomt-on.-Tlii.s  is  a  singl  tkili  swing,  $7.),00(i,  and  then  $50,000  to 
to  m.'ike  a  douhle  deck  will  make  it  §1'_'.'),000. 

Mr.  iV.torson — But  where  do  you  got  the  $50,000  fiom  ?  Th?  only  item  I 
observed  in  this  statement  was  the  !5r>0,<i(IO  item.  I  w^ent  over  the  items 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Piper,  and  we  could  not  make  it,  less  than  $1  ]2,i»()i) 
for  that  one  span,  and  then  you  ean  add  the  flanking  span.   ' 

Mr.  Thomson — Your  estimate  of  the  whole  was  how  much? 

Mr.  Peterson — 1  think  for  the  train  span  I  \>\\t  it  in  t;i()(),000. 

Mr.  Thomson — Then  the  difference  is  we  admitted  it  would  be  $:2.i,0()0? 

The  ''hairman — I  think  that  is  »  subordinate  question,  anywny  ;  and  it 
j-eems  to  me  now  we  have  come  to  a  point  where  we  can  see  just  wht-r.'  the 
several  I'aiiways  stand  in  iclation  to  this  thing,  and  the  position  ocoupie  i  by 
the  City.  I  think  we  have  luid  a  very  full  discussion  of  the  whole  question, 
and  I  think  we  know  somctliing  more  of  each  other's  views  than  we  should 
have  done  if  we  had  not  met.  I  stat' d  in  my  opening  remarks  that  any 
settlement  of  this  tiling  v  ould  have  to  be  a  coini)reliensive  one,  and  Sir 
Joseph  Ilickson  bus  indic;ited  a  willingness  to  have  a  thorough  .soluiion  ni' 
thife  whole  projiosition.  I  claim  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  and  on  beliaii' 
of  the  City,  that  we  have  presented  the  only  full  and  complete  solution  of 
the  ques-tion  that  has  been  presented  by  anyone.  A  great  deal  of  allusion 
has  been  made  lo  the  Montreal  agreement,  which  of  course  was  partial ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  order  that  we  may  get  together  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  lailways  to  intlicatc  to  us  some  solution  that  will  be  tiiorough  from 
east  to  west  of  the  City  ;i  solution  that  will  show  the  land  damages  and 
other  incidental  damages  growing  out  of  such  solution,  and  a  proposition 
with  reference  to  the  construction  of  all  the  pro[iOsed  stru'tures  growinu 
out  of  this  pro[)osed  new  solution,  a  proposition  covering  all  the  incidentiil 
damage*,  and  the  relation  of  the  raihvays  to  all  these  questions  of  damages. 
This  City,  and  all  cities,  is  \<i  the  habit  of<lrilting  into  bills  of  expense  grow- 
ingout  of  unexpected  developments,  and  the  City  on  this  occusinn  desires 
to  do  wliat  it  does  thoroughly,  and  to  see,  so  far  us  tiiat  is  practicable,  the 
beginning  and  the  end  of  the  proposed  solution.  The  viaduct  .■•olution  iti 
really  cornprehensive,  in  tl.-.t  it  reaches  from  the  east  to  the  west  of  the 
City,  and  it  is  the  only  plan  of  that  kind  that  has  boen  suggt^sleiJ,  according 
to  my  estimate.  Now,  we  ari^  jnepiired  to  receive  from  the  railway  com- 
panies any  suggestions  they  may  have  to  make  for  tlm  cousi'leration  of  our 
•Oonimittee,  but  they  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  sucii  that  when  we 
get  done  with  this  thing,  what*'  m  rnny  be  adopted,  will  bf  ioi  all  time. 

Mr.  Blain — Could  not  this  thing  be  refer.  to  indrpendeni  experts 
appointed  by  the  radway  comi>aiiies  and  the  City,  who  would  give  an  irnic- 
pendent  expiession  of  opinion  upon  it;  persons  in  whom  over'iiody  would 
have  confidence,  and  whose  delivernnces  would  be  beyon!  all  question? 
Would  the  railway  companies  agree  to  a  pioposition  of  thu    kind  ? 
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The  Chairman — You  see  the  issue  as  presented  to  us  is  so  distinct  that  wo 
are  completely  at  a  loss.  Sir  Joseph  Iliokson  has  stated  here  to  day  that 
the  expense  of  carrying  out  the  plan  we  propose  will  be  $200,000  a  year  as 
far  as  his  company  is  concerned.  Well,  that  of  course  involves  some  similar 
expenses  on  the  part  of  the  other  company,  and  if  that  be  true  we  would 
like  to  see  it.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  statements  made  by  those  whom 
weregHidas  experts  to  the  effect  that  these  estimates  are  incorrect  and 
inaccurate. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson  —I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Chairman  ;  not  in  regard  to  the 
statement  1  made.  I  made  a  very  distinct  statement,  and  1  am  not  aware 
that  you  have  had,  or  could  have,  any  estimate  upon  it,  unless  you  know 
our  business  as  well  as  we  do. 

The  Chairman— In  considering  this  question  we  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
the  question  of  handling  freight.  On  one  occasion  [  made  a  call  unon  Mr. 
Wragge  at  his  office,  and  he  made  the  statement  that  the  additional  expense 
would  be  $40,01)0  a  year. 

Mr.  Wragge — That  is  for  shunting. 

The  Chairman — And  I  then  went  into  that  statement  w.th  our  engineers  to 
get  their  opinion  in, relation  to  that,>nd  they  did  not  agree  with  it.  Well, 
now,  when  we  come  to 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.—  1  do  not  think  your  engineers  were  capable  of  forming 
any  opinion  on  that  subject ;  it  is  not  an  engineering  question  at  all.  I  think 
one  of  the  men  haudhng  engines  upon  the  Esplanade  could  have  given  you 
a  more  correct  estimate  than  the  engineers,  though  of  course  i  speak  with 
all  respect  of  their  judgment. 

Mr.  Blain — Still  there  are  independent  men  in  the  world  who  could  give  an 
opinion. 

The  Chairman — You  8ee,^if  we  can  be  convinced  that  these  statements  are 
within  a  reasonable  degree  of  what  would  turn  out  to  be  the  facts,  we  would 
have  some  more  information  before  us;  we  represent  the  City  in  this  matter, 
and  we  want  to  get  all  the  information  we  can. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — Well,  sir,  f  put  it  in  that  concise  way  so  that  you 
might  really  see  where  you  are  going,  what  the  expense  is  going  to  amount 
to—first,  interest  on  yo  -r  expenditure,  and  next,  compensation  ;  because  you 
must  bear  in  mind  that  all  this  property  along  the  E&planade  is  ours,  and 
you  are  taking  away  from  us  valuable  property  and  puttini;  us  to  a  very 
great  extra  cost  if  you  carry  out  this  scheme,  and  it  is  a  thing  anyone  with 
experience  can  very  easily  see,  though  you  catmot  exactly  get  at  the  figures,, 
because  it  is  one  of  those  things  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  put  down  in 
exact  figures. 

The  Chairman — I  understood  you  to  say  in  round  figures  that  the  G.  T.  R. 
would  have  to  be  paid  from  $200,000  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  a  year. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson Yes. 
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Mr.  Thomaon  — Could  you  give  for  our  consideration  a  statemont  showing 
how  thiit  conol.ision  is  arrived  at  I 

Sir  Joseph  Ilicksoii. — I  do  not  think  I  could  do  fh;it  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
tiling ;  I  have  been  expressing  that  opinion  in  order  to  enable  you  to  form 
your  conclusion  ;  if  you  determine  to  go  on  with  this  thing,  I  have  told  you 
what  our  price  is.  1  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  aak  me  at  the  present  time 
to  go  into  pnrtieuliirs  in  n  ^ard  to  the  matter ;  1  may  have  to  figiit  it  out  in 
the  courts  hereafter. 

Mr.  Thomson We  have  given  the  fullest  particulars  we   could  about  our 

proposal. 

S,r  Joseph  Hickson You  are  in  a  different  position.    You  nmst  understand  I 

jun  speaking  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  but  we  may  have  parliamentary 
proceedings,  possibly  litigation  about  this,  and  it  woidil  not  be  proper  fir  us 
to  go  into  details  of  that  kind  now  until  we  see  what  you  are  going  to  do. 

Mr. 'i'homson In  any  estim-ite  of  that  kind   there   is   loft  entirely  out  of 

account  the  fact  that  the  railways  would  have  gained  in  other  respects  by 
this  change  ;  they  would  avoid  the  necessity  of  keeping  gates  and  watchmen 
at  the  level  crossings. 

Sir  Jo-seph  Hickson 1  have  taken  all  that  into  account. 

Mr.  Thomson. —  And  you  avoid  also  very  la"gely  the  liability  for  damages 
when  accidents  do  occur  on  these  crossings. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilicksjon It  requires  a  knowledge  of  the  busmess  to  enable  a  per- 
son to  give  such  an  estimate  as  i  have  given  vou,  and  I  have  t»ken  into  consid- 
eration th"  question  of  the  closing  of  these  street  crossings  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing,  and  I  tind  it  would  cost  us  fully  what  I  have  stated.  I  do  not  think 
you  have  quite  realized  the  significance  of  another  statement  I  have  made, 
which  1  felt  it  due  to  vou  and  myself  to  make,  that  it  would  also  necessitate 
the  removal  of  our  establishment  here  at  the  west  end  out  !uio  the  country. 

Mr.  Blain. — They  ought  to  go  there  at  any  rate. 

.Sir.  Joseph  Hickson Well,  th^re  are  a  good  many  men  employed  in  it  at 

any  rate 

Mr    Wells Does  that  $2(K),UU(J  embrace  everything — your  f  hnchise  on  the 

Esplanade  ? 

Sir  Joseph  Hick.son Yc  s,  $200,(100  to  $250,000.    I  do  not  think  I  could  put  it 

more  conci-sely  than  1  have  done.  ' 

Mr.  Blain Your  property  along  here  will  be  very  much  niorf>  valuable  after 

they  are  removed  ;  these  roundhousies  along  the  front  are  simply  an 
obotruction. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson Unfortunately  we  cannot  put  them  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Thomson About  the  matter  of  laud,  of  course  your  remarks   on   that 

aie  entirely  based  on  the  last  report,  tiiat  the  station  is  to  bo  on  your 
jpresent  ground  ? 
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Sir  Jo8ei:)h  Ilickaon Yes,  on  your  taking  part  of  the  proport.'.  here. 

Mr.  Thomson. —  he  other  suggestion  is  to  pnt  it  north  of  that,  and  in  that 
case  it  does  not  take  a  loot  of  land  away  from  railway  use  ;  it  does  ask  jou  to 
surrtiider  part  to  make  it  joint  use,  which  in  another  shape  you  are  Lound 
to  do  now,  at  any  rate  over  some  tracks. 

Sir  Joseph  ITickson  — I  do  not  understand  you  now  ;  you  propose  to  open  the 
Esplanade  through. 

Mr.  Thomson Tho  Esplanade  has  never  Iteen  closed. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — No,  but  there  are  a  iiumher  oi  tracks. 

Mr.  Thomson We  think  you  are  trespassers. 

Sir  Joseph  Mickson. —  I  am  talking  of  the  tracks  betwern  tiie  edge  of  the 
water  and  what  was  Esplanade  Street. 

Mr.  Thomson Looking  at  this   question   or  liind  broadly,  I  ttnd   from   the 

City  Surveyor  that  the  (t.  T.  R.  has  at  present  in  the  Don  Yards  from  Par- 
liament Street  east,  '.^8.37  acres  ;  in  the  Nipissing  Yard  o.2o  acres  ;  a  small 
quantity  at  the  Northern  Station  ;  the  Great  Western  Yard  about  an  aero  ; 
the  Union  Stati<m  4.25  acres;  the  G.  T.  R.  freight  yards  60.40  acres,  and  the 
Great  Western  Railway  jrard  from  Strachan  Avenue  to  DiitFerin  Street,  about 
which  there  may  be  some  question,  7  acres. 

ISn-  Joseph  Hickson. — What  has  that  to  do  with  the  question — how  much 
property  we  own. 

Mr.  Thomson. — As  a  matter  of  fact  your  road  does  own  considerable  prop- 
erty that  they  are  not  using. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — I  suppose  so,  and  tliereis  a  great  quantity  of  wator  lots 
we  are  not  using,  but  how  are  we  going  to  use  them  lor  the  purpose  here  ? 

Mr.  Thomson — This  gives  a  total  of  178  acres  o  freehold,  besides  some  small 
quantity  of  leasehold.  Now,  we  never  gave  this  report  as  a  li'ial  solution  . 
we  recognized  th  it  in  many  respects  the  railways  might  work  out  these 
details  better  than  we  could,  but  we  counted,  and  I  hope  not;  without  good 
reason,  that  the  railway  companies  would  cooperate  in  making  it  a  compre- 
hensive solution.  If  the  railway  companies  are  unable  to  suggest  any 
modifications,  I  think  the  Chairman  is  right  in  sayhig  that  we  should  have 
from  them  some  solution  wliich  ennally  covers  the  whole  ground. 

Mr.  Van  H<ji  ne._  We  are  ready  to  adopt  out  own  solution  at  our  own  ex- 
pense ;  I  think  so  far  as  the  C.  P.  li.  is  concerned,  we  have  brought  to  bear 
our  best  ability,  and  devoted  it  to  our  best  thought  and  most  careful  work, 
and  the  result  is  to  be  seen  in  the  plans  we  have  placed  before  you.  I  have 
gone  sufficiently  into  this  viaduct  scheme  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  in  my 
own  mind  that  the  cost  would  be  something  enormous,  away  beyond  any- 
thing that  anybody  has  ever  dreamt  of. 

The  Mayor But  apart  from  the  question  of  cost,  Mr  Van  Home? 
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<vliat  tlmt  mean,  •  it  h  n„  .,„  '  ""'"'ng  of  frp,{.„(  ,„  ,,  ja,,!  k„„„., 

.m.ol,fo,.a.l„„  ,;...,  "v'r  "7:'  "'"''^''"'r-    '  ""'"  "i-  '"■'-  »» 
i.KK  (1  jaid  as  tor  a  Hingle-endod  oiip 

Mr.  Iil„i„._Yo„r  prc.nt  freight  „rn,„gemo„t,  a™  tl,e  ,„n,e 
did  not  ol„,e  the  .,t,.i,;  riL:lT  '"■"'■    "'"  '"""'°'  '  "'•°"°-' 

bt„'::siv;:t:;;ii:x:r:v,', " ""- "-  --• '-  ■'-" 

I  think  ,v.  „„  „„,  indeZn'd  r  tlllT  ''™-'  '"'^  '■"^'""^  '™«-=  ^  '<  -■ 

Sir  „.„,»ph  lfi„k,„„  _B„t  i^  i^  ^^^,.^^  ^  |_^^^^  ^_^_^^^ 

M.Je„ing.o„.-Th„t  conld  h„  handle,,  during  .he  eight  or  .en  ho,n,  of 

SdtT"  "^"''-"~^-  -»  *,t  „„r  th^ngh  train,  »h„n,d  go  over  the 
Mr.  Wellington  —Yes. 

d:;^t:t::;;n:::  tz' ;::; — '-  --  -  -»'-  -"- 

Mr.  Wellington.- If  it  is  to  end  at  Toronto  9 

Mr.  Wellington._(.>f  c„:n.,se  I  aua  not  Inmiiiar  with  all  the  details 
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nn^  wo  to  break  that  train  np,  Tlmi  truni  has  either  to  bo  run  out  by  another 
engine  or  backeil  out,  an]  to  do  it  at  night  vvoul<l  delay  our  trains,  ^fost  of 
tliese  trains  run  on  strict  time.  We  would  Viave  to  break  tliat  up.  Wo 
\voi;l<I  have,  piMliaps,  five  or  six  cars  of  one  deseription  and  live  or  six  of 
anotliiT.  and  live  or  six  refrigerator  oars,  and  so  on.  ' 

\fr.  Wellington. -Well,  I  happen  to  know  this;  your  traffic  no  douht  i» 
very  liirgo,  hut  it  is  not  anything  coinpare<l  with  the  New  York  Central 
traffic  in  .Vow  York,  and  you  have  nearly  three  times  the  land  of  the  New 
York  Central. 

Sir  Jose[)h  Flickson.— That  is  terminal. 

Mr.  Vv'ciliiigton It  is  as  regards  that  one  'ine,  but  there  is  a  tremendous- 
traffic  th   t  goes  through  to  the  New  Englan  i  lires. 

Sir  'oseph  ITickson They  are  n&t  thrmigh  trainsr  passing  through  a  place 

like  Tonmto. 

Mr.  Wellington No, 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson. — To  get  down  into  the  station  here  imd  then  back  them 
out  again  is  entirely  impracticable ;  if  it  is  not  so  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  businoj-s.  You  may  do  it  by  having  an  engine  to  hook  on  to  the- 
train  to  f.Mke  it  out,  but  if  you  do  you  have  to  hack  across  the  viaduct. 

Mr.  Thomson — This  question  of  a  one-ended  yard  which  is  put  before  us- 
to-day  as  such  a  very  serious  matter,  did  not,  I  think,  se?m  to  be  such  a 
serious  matter  to  Mr.  Van  Home  two  years  ago  when  this  matter  was  under 
discusion,  because  he  says  then,  after  s'ating  that  if  iheir  plans  were  carried 
out  there  would  be  no  level  street  crossings,  "  Of  course  there  would  b© 
some  level  crossings  on  our  land  between  Parliament  Street  and  the  Don 
improvement,  but  these  would  not  be  so  objectionable.  Cars  for  local 
freight  would  be  marshalled  at  Toronto  .Iimction.  I  do  not  imagine  cars 
with  shunting  engine  will  pass  between  Parliament  Street  and  the  Don 
improvements  more  than  once  or  twice  a  day." 

Mr.  Van  Horne ^That  is  true  today  to  a  great  extent.     We  never  contem' 

plated  running  our  through  freight  trains  through  the  front,  they  will  go  by 
Toronto  hinction.  But  the  situation  of  the  G.  T.  R.  is  entirely  ditterent  from 
ours.  But  we  do  not  want  to  be  liT.ited  in  reaching  our  cars  lying  anywhere 
east  of  York  Street,  and  under  Mr.  '.\''ellington's  plan  we  could  on'y  get  them, 
out  between  midnight  and  mr  amg,  which  would  be  going  back  to  the  dark 
ages. 

Mr.  Wellington — There  is  certainly  a  disadvantage  as  regards  the  refrigerator 
cars,  and  a  small  disadvantage  in  switchii'g  up  and  going  back  into  the  yard 
for  a  certain  class  of  trade  coming  from  the  east  which  it  would  not  be  con- 
venient to  have  go  through  at  night.  At  the  samo  lime,  while  I  have  not 
undertaken,  and  do  not  intend  to  undertake  here,  to  plan  a  yard  for  the  G. 
T.  R.  or  any  other  railway,  1  have  planned  in  my  day  large  yard.,  and  con- 
sider myself  competent  ta  know  something  about  laying  a  yard  and  running 
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»e  have  been  blocked  Welv«  If  n  .""  '""' '"  ■''*"°"'"'  «"<'  ">.' 

Mr.  BIai„.-.Tb...  U  the  result  of  ba,I  arrant-emen.,. 

Sir  Joseph  H,ok.on._Of  co„r,e  „e  may  „o.  „,.„,ge  „ell. 
Mr.  Bla,„.,_I  ,.,  thai  on  the  admi.,io„  ofMr.  W,„gge 

different  .hap^  /o„"„haT;:;;::,:v,^  ;';r  ■::'""'•"'"''■ " " '-  ^'"- 

ot  it  pretty  quWdy,  b„t  Z  Xl"^'^''  "'"■' "">'  "">  «»"  S»t  into  and  out 
would  .urely  be  a  ve^Jy  greardiWva'tageTo^f  '*'"°''  '""'  '°  ""'"  "  ""• 

i:  ^-r.":;;':  ■e':,f  t'h:t:ir:r„e"°'  t": ",'-  --  - 
.he  .che.e  „hioh  I  .ubn.itted  ori,;.!;:^^;:™:,:^:;:;;:  ^-'-'^  •<> 

S.r  Joseph  niek.on._Yo„  .dn,it  it  „ou,d  eo.t  „,  n,o,,  in  working.      ' 

would  add  very  largely  to  your  local  preng;,. .:«:  hl^"""''  '  "'""'  ^°" 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson We  think  it  will  «,  *^       i  ^     ,.  • 

divided  with  a  oo,„peti,or.      V,  r  „     Lai ,  ",  , "  ""'  """  ''  "'"  '«' 

;^:o^S--^r:x^tZ;„X'^ck:s '-  - 
f^tirt'trta-;;:  f:i'ir;t:  rar^r:  r  r  -'-"  --« 

•with  the  traffic  and  how  it  is  ovZZ     v  ,        '"*''"  y^"''^'^''  ^»°^"''^'' 

in.  or  that  «ve  or  ,i.  z;::::^tj:::;^z\::^-^::  '"^  ""^'■ 

going  to  get  our  freigbt  taken  from.  '  ""  "*  "» 
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Mr.  BlaJn. — We  would  be  quite  content  to  get  it  from  a  point'  west  of  York 
Street. 

Sir  Joseph  llickson — Rut  I  told  you  we  have  not  room  enough  for  the  buBi- 
ness  now,  and  if  you  put  in  the  business  of  these  places  east  and  west  along 
the  Esplanade  you  are  trying  to  get  a  quart  of  water  into  a  pint  pot. 

Mr.  Thomson — May  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  your  handling  of 
local  freight  is  seriously  interferred  with  in  that  yard  by  the  fact  of  your 
passen^'er  trains  practically  passing  through  that  yard.  If  they  were  taken 
past  it,  surely  a  very  serious  interference  to  your  handling  freight  would  be 
removed. 

.Sir  Joseph  llickson.— That  only  refers  to  freight  unloaded  at  the  shed,  and 
therft  is  very  little  trouble  with  that.  If  we  could  get  our  other  freight  un- 
loaded as  fast  as  that  at  the  shod  we  would  find  no  fault.  Do  you  suppose, 
Mr.  Van  Home,  that  the  public  of  this  city  would  be  content  to  cart  their 
freight  from  west  of  York  Street? 

Mr.  Van  Home — Not  a  bit  of  it.    They  would  bully  us  out  of  our  offices. 

Sir  Joseph  llickson. — Where  are  we  going  to  get  facilities  if  you  take  these 
away  from  us  ?  I  don't  know  what  sciieme  the  city  authorities  recommend. 
1  say  that  Mr.  Wellington  saw  this  difUculty  when  making  his  report  to  the 
city,  and  tried  to  minimize  them  as  much  as  possible ;  but  he  saw  them,  or 
he  would  never  have  suggested  running  a  street  ca '  track  there.  He  knew 
there  would  be  difficulties,  and  very  serious  difficulties  there. 

Mr.  Gurney — Well,  if  you  are  prepared  to  con*  .der  the  question  of  a  via- 
duct m  itself,  these  are  matters  that  could  be  adjusted  ;  but  I  think  we  are 
hardly  in  a  position  to  discuss  that,  because,  if  1  understand  them  rightly, 
the  statements  made  by  both  Sir  Joseph  and  Mr.  Van  Home  go  to  show 
that  the  viaduct  scheme  as  a  whole  is  not  acceptable  to  them,  first  on  the 
ground  of  cost,  and  secondly  on  the  groun  i  of  working. 

The  Mayor. — I  understand  Sir  Joseph  Hi^kson  to  say  that  the  G.T.R.  has  no 
objection,  provided  they  receive  a  compensation  of  from  $200,000  to  $250,- 
(JOO  per  year,  and  the  viaduct  is  put  up  for  them. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — I  made  out  what  I  thought'it  would  cost  ua  for  extra 
work,  value  of  property  taken  away,  loss  of  business,  and  so  on  ;  and  that  is 
what  1  made  the  estimate.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  a  very  exact 
estimate,  because  1  see  there  are  three  or  four  schemes  here,  and  it  has  not 
been  determined  which  of  them  is  to  be  adopted.  I  see  my  friend  Mr.  Blain 
laughs,  but  1  can  assure  hhn  if  he  had  this  to  deal  with  he  would  find  it  no 
laughing  matter.  1  wish  to  say  to  this  Committee — because  I  want  them  to 
believe  that  I  am  perfectly  candid — that  these  are  no  imaginary  figures,  but 
figures  arrived  at  after  discussion  with  the  officers  of  the  company,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  Mr.  Van  florne,  if  1  were  allowed  to  appeal  to  him,  would  say 
they  were  not  in  the  least  exaggerated, 

Mr.  Blain. — I  was  not  laughing  at  that.  So  far  as  the  City  is  concerned  we 
%  .  not  wish  to  do  any  injustice  towards  the  railway  companies  in  any  way  r 
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but  what  we  want  to  do  is  to  boo  whotluT  wo  cannot  got  together  and 
<li8cii88  it  on  an  independent  basis,  and  see  what  those  thinjra  really  are, 
nnd  how  tiiey  are  Miad<^  up.  1  projxised  belor*-  that  it  wliould  be  referrod 
to  experts  wlio  would  ))e  perleetly  independent,  and  wlio  would  take  into 
consideration  every  ar;,utnent  submitted  to  tlium.  That  would  form  some- 
thing like  a  basis  ui)on  which  to  act. 

Mr.  Van  Home What  would  these  experts  dooide  upon? 

Mr.  Hlain We  say  one  thing  and  you  say  another;  they  would  give  us 

tlieir  opinion  as  ii  dependent  men  who  understood  the  whole  situation. 

Mr.  Van  Ilorno. — Suppose  they  nKi'oe  that  that  which  we  know  would  cost 
four  millions  will  only  cost  two  millions? 

Mr.  Hlain If  we  agree  to  build  it  you  could  not  object. 

Mr  Josejih  Hickson. —  Have  you  not  now  before  yon  sufficient  information  ?  A 
inilli  n  or  two,  as  .Mr  Van  Horne  has  said,  is  n^ta  very  great  sura  in  these 
matters.  Have  you  not  sufficient  inlorraation  to  enable  you  to  decide 
v/hether  or  not  you  will  jiroceed  with  this  scheme.  You  liave  secured  th" 
o])inion  of  e.xperts,  and  I  have  told  you  as  accurately  as  I  could  the  position 
of  the  G.  i".  H.  Now,  have  }ou  not  sufficient  intoiniation  to  enal«le  you  to 
determine  whether  you  are  going  on  with  the  viaduct  or  not.  There  are 
matters  of  detail,  but  you  can  dis-ouss  them  afterwards  ;  but  are  you  not  now 
lo-nighl,  witli  this  infirmation  in  a  position  to  take  into  consideration  the 
question  of  whether  you  will  proceed  with  this  scheme  or  otherwise.  I  do 
not  wish  to  antagonize  tlie  community  of  Toronto  by  saying  that  we  will 
not  have  this  on  any  terms,  but  I  tiiink  I  have  a  riglit  to  tell  you  the  terms 
upon  which  I  can  recommend  it  to  those  who  employ  me.  Now,  is  there 
any  further  matter  neces>ary  to  enable  you  to  determine  whether  you  will 
g,.  to  Parliament,  or  wliether  you  will  drop  it  and  try  some  other  scheme?  Is 
there  anything  more  to  discuss  than  to  determine  those  two  points? 

The  Mayor If  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Blain  were  adopted,  and   Mr.  Van 

Ilorne.  on  behalf  of  the  C.  P.  H.,  would  state  his  objections  to  the  viaduct 
scheme,  we  could  refer  Mr.  Van  Home's  objections  and  your  figures  to  two 
or  three  railway  experts. 

Sir  Joseph  Iliokson It  is  competent  for  the  City  to  do  that,  but  Idonot  think 

there  is  any  expert  who  couhl  determine  beforehand  what  the  value  of  the 
<5.  T.  R.  loss  would  be,  or  the  extra  cost  to  them. 

The  Chairman — 1  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  what  I  supposed  wouM  consti- 
tute the  witid  up.  We  have  made  a  proposition  covering,  as  we  supposed, 
the  whole  thing  from  end  to  end  of  the  City,  and  covering,  as  we  assumed, 
the  cost ;  and  we  assumed  there  would  be  no  land  datnages  arising  out  of 
our  proposition.  Now,  as  it  was  stated  this  morning,  we  want  to  secure  a 
complete  solution  of  this  thing,  and  the  only  other  solution  which  has  been 
offered  is  only  a  partial  on<'.  For  instance,  only  three  bridges  have  been 
proposed,  and  when  the  street  south  of  the  present  Esplanade  is  built  it  will 
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be  necessary  to  roach  it,  nnd  roarh  it  by  overhead  bridgoH;  and  if  the  City 
growB  to  what  Mr.  Van  TForne  has  stated,  a  iiopulution  of  half  a  million- 
Mr.  Van  Home.-  Did  I  say  only  half  a  million? 

The  Chairman— Now,  the  citizens  want  a  solution  of  this  proMcin,  and  you 
wanf  a  solution  of  it,  and  Mr.  Van  FTorno  wants  one.  It  is  quite  clear  to  Uc 
from  vhat  you  have  said  to  day  that  you  do  not  regard  the  viaduct  scheme 
as  a  praoticiihle  solution  of  the  problem.  Now,  whore  is  it?  What  is  the 
Bolutioii.  Wo  tliink— lit  least,  I  may  say  I  think  lor  myself—tlit'se  things 
must  all  be  ke[(t  in  view,  and  the  whole  question  must  bo  .ottK'd  now;  we 
must  determine  the  relation  of  the  City  and  these  two  railway  compunies 
and  any  incoming  railway  companies  to  the  question  of  damag«^s  ami  the 
question  of  cost  of  erection.  We  do  not  want  to  leave  anything  to  go  to 
court  about ;  we  don't  want  to  leave  anything  for  orbitration.  Wo  have  got 
this  much  out  of  the  dis(!Ussion,  that  the  CI.  T.  R,  and  the  C.  P.  11.  take 
decided  exception  to  our  solution,  both  on  the  groimd  of  cost  and  iiuionvoni 
ence  and  workableness  Now,  we  should  have  from  y(tu,  if  it  is  at  all  prac- 
ticable, a  solution  suggested  that  will  cover  the  whole  ground. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson. — You  mean  in  sultstittition  for  the  viaduct  scheme?  I 
do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Van  llorne  is  prepared  to  tackle  that  question. 

Mr.  Van  Home — Well,  I  have  always  thought  the  Montreal  agreement 
afforded  a  basis  of  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  queslion. 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson — And  I  candidly  say  I  did.  I  was  very  glad  when  that 
agreement  was  made.  It  was  not  an  agreement  we  wt-nt  into  very  willingly, 
as  I  dare  say  His  Worship  knows,  but  we  thought  it  desirable  in  the  en^l  to 
hare  peace. 

Tae  Mayor — Well,  we  shall  see  what  agreement  we  shall  eventually  make, 
and  then  we  will  be  in  a  better  position  to  compare  it  with  the  Montreal 
agreement. 

Aid.  Boustead — I  understand  jou  have  come  to  this  conclusion,  that  the 
G.  T.  R.  will  go  into  the  viaduct  scheme  if  we  guarantee  you  $20U,0U(»  a  year, 
or  about  that,  and  Mr.  Van  Home  says  it  does  not  suit  him  at  all.       ? 

Mr.  Van  Home — Sir  Joseph  says  it  does  not  suit  him  either. 

Aid.  Boustead You  say  it  does  not  suit  you  at  all. 

Mr.  Van  Home — I  say  it  is  very  much  less  convenient  than  our  own  plan. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  make  any  other  propos-il  that  can  be  carried  out  with 
reasonable  cost  and  within  a  reasonable  time.  The  traffic  of  the  City  of 
Toronto  is  worth  so  much  to  us,  and  that  is  certainly  the  outside  measure  of 
expenditure  to  which  we  could  go  in  carrying  out  such  a  work,  and  we  have 
now  a  very  large  sum  tied  up  in  the  work  we  have  already  done.  Of  course 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  we  had  any  binding  agreement  with  the  City  at 
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all,  either  with  Muyor  Ilowlaiid  or  Mayor  Chirke,  or  that  the  aldorincn  of 
Ton  nto  li>ually  committed  the  City. 

Sir  JoHOph  llicksorj Nor  were  the  railway  companies.   '""  '  "^  ••'• 

Tho  Mayor That  is  as  to  the  Don  you  are  Hpeaking  ? 

Mr.  Van  ![orne As  to  tho  Don  I  think  they  have  gone  further  than  in  the 

other;  but  I  am  H])uaking  now  about  the  guneralquoHtion, about  our  gottuig 
in  here.  Of  course  it  is  quit*  con)petont  for  the  City  (  ounoii  to  kick  over 
everything  tliat  was  done.  After  the  Montreal  agreement  it  was  xupposed 
that  tho  (Council  would  ratify  it;  the  only  question  was  as  to  whether  we 
should  stop  our  work  until  thoy  did,  or  go  on  on  the  faith  of  its  being  carried 
out.  Tho  ratification  was  prevented  by  injunction  ;  but  it  was  not  known 
wliether  this  injunction  would  last,  «o  we  went  on  and  got  our  track  within 
two  weeks  of  being  able  to  connnence  busini  ss,  when  we  were  stopped  hy 
this  question,  and  we  concluded  the  best  thing  we  could  do  was  to  stop 
work  entirely,  and  wait  until  the  city  could  determine  whether  there  was 
any  better  plan  or  not,  Hn<l  1  think  you  must  crcnlit  us  with  a  tremendous 
amount  of  patience  lor  vva  ting  (piietly  ko  long  as  we  iiave  done.  We  iiave 
waited  with  this  vast  amount  of  money  lying  idlo  while  this  viaduct  scheme 
was  being  discu.,sed.  We  have  watched  that  (lis(U.'<.'<ion  with  much  mterest 
and  examined  the  viaduct  schemes  with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  wo  think 
they  are  iar  beyond  anything  the  business  of  the  City  of  Toronto  will  war 
rant,  both  in  cost  of  construction  and  expense  of  maintenance  and  working, 
•and  they  are  also  inconvenient,  and  we  think  the  City  should  not  ask  tho 
railway  companies  to  adopt  them  for  the  inconvenience  alone.  If  $:i()(),000 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  G.  T.  R.  per  year  for  their  riglits,  which  I  i.h'nk  is  a 
moderate  estimate,  and  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  viaduct  is  to  be 
added,  J^SOIV  100  a  year  to  which  another  unknown  quantity  is  to  be  added 
for  working,  there  is  $r)U(),(l()0  a  year  at  the  least  to  be  paid  by  somebody. 
By  whom  ?  The  (  ity  and  the  C.  P.  R.  Company  ;  there  i«  no  one  else  to  pay 
it.  $50(;,()00  per  year!  I  do  not  think  the  C.  P.  R.  would  be  justified  in 
paying,  outside  of  its  proportion  for  maintenance  and  working  of  the  station, 
•over  |60,U0U  per  year  ;  ih^f  is  tho  highest  figure  I  can  reach.  Where  is  the 
other  $440,000  to  come  from?  It  seems  to  uie  entirely  absurd,  with  all 
respect  to  everybody. 

Aid.  Boustead — You  are  clinging  to  the  overhead  bridge  scheme  ? 

Mr.  Van  Ilorne I  fully  believe  it  is  the  only  scheme.  ' 

Mr  Thomson You  will  never  get  through  with  that  on  $60,000  a  year. 

Aid.  Boustead — The  difficulty,  Mr.  Chairman,  seems  to  be  that  you  ciinnot 
find  out  who  is  to  pay  for  the  construction;  the  G.  T.  R.  sets  up  the  plea 
that  it  is  not  liable 


The  Mayor — As  far  as  the  G.  T.  R.  proper  in  concernedf. 
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Aid.  Boustead — The  C.  P.  R.  says  yes,  we  are  liable  as  far  as  our  intere»t8 
would  appear.  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  covered  up  in  tiiat ;  what  is 
meant  by  their  interest. 

The  Mayor — Who  is  to  decide  that  question  ? 

Aid.  Boustead — It  comes  down  to  a  question  of  arbitration  ;  and  of  course  if 
the  0.  P.  il.  can  satisfy  the  arbitrators  they  have  not  any  interest,  then  the 
city  would  have  to  !not  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Home — We  have  to  take  our  chances  in  these  arbitrations. 

Aid.  Boustead — So  that  if  your  friend  Sir  Joseph  Hickson  should  satisfy  the 
Court  they  were  not  liable  at  all  for  any  consideration 

Sir  Joseph  Ilickson.—I  merely  wish  to  remark  that  there  is  an  old  agreement 
between  the  City  and  the  G.  T.  R.,  and  we  interpreted  it  one  way  and  the 
City  another,  and  we  said  we  will  simply  have  a  friendly  suit 

Aid.  Boustead — Yes,  I  have  read  that  very  carefully.  The  po'nt  is  raised 
here,  coming  down  to  the  final  question  of  this  whole  settlement,  would  not 
it  be  better  for  the  G.T.  R.  to  say,  "  Here,  we  will  come  in  and  pay  our  third 
of  that ;  we  will  do  our  portion  without  question 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — You  see  I  admit  that  view  by  undertaking  to  build  the 
John  Street  bridge. 

Aid.  Boustead — And  then  if  friend  Van  Horno  says  we  will  be  one-third, 
then  we  will  know  exactly  where  we  stand  j  but  at  p.-esent  there  is  no  knowing. 

The  Mayor — I  would  not  be  satisfied  now,  if  that  agreement  were  made  over 
again,  to  have  the  City  pay  one-third  and  the  railway  companies  two-thirds  : 
I  think  they  should  pay  more. 

Mr.  Blain — I  think  the  City  should  be  paid  $5()(),00u  a  year  to  allow  these 
bridges  to  be  put  up. 

Mr.  Wellington — The  loss  of  timo  in  teams  going  up  a,  down  over  the 
b.iuges  would  figure  out  a  mi'lion  and  a  half  of  dollars  loss  to  the  City  ;  it 
would  take  no  skill  at  all  to  do  that. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson. — I  am  not  asking  you  to  do  anything;  I  am  asking  for 
overhead  bridges  ;  I  am  only  desirous  of  helping  you  out  of  a  difhculty. 

Ma  'Ihomson — That  is  the  desire  of  us  all ;  the  anfortunatc  thing  is  we  have 
not  ah  the  same  idea  as  to  the  best  way  of  getting  out  of  that  difBouH.y. 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson — That  is  very  frequently  the  case  in  more  things  than 
the  Esplanade. 

The  Mayor — Theie  is  no  disposition,  apparently,  en  the  part  of  Sir  Joseph 
and  Mr.  Van  llorne  to  present  any  other  solution. 
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Sir  Jospph  Hickson I  do  not  thinl:  it  is  so  much  want  of  disposition  as  want 

of  abilitj'  I  do  not  see  any  other  soiution  :  there  is  no  indisposition  on  my 
part  if  I  could  do  it. 

The  Chairman — I  thini<  we  have  now  got  as  far  as  we  can  to-day  ;  we  shall 
report  to  the  Joint  Committee  and  the  Joint  Committee  will  report  to  the 
Council,  and  you  will  probably  hear  from  the  proper  City  aulVority  as  to  the 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  City.  1  have  to  say  that  we  all  thank  Sir  Joseph 
Hicksoti  and  Mr.  Van  Home  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  in  coming  tc 
Toronto  to  meet  us  and  for  thf:ir  frank,  statements  of  the  position  they  ta\ ^ 
in  relation  to  the  whole  question. 

H.  J.  EMERSON, 

Report'  . 
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